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INTRODUCTION 

 
We at Main Street Church of Brigham City want to see Jesus proclaimed in truth and in love 
among our Latter-day Saint neighbors.  We are located in a predominantly Mormon community, 
which gives us a unique perspective (and a lot of years of experience) on ways to interact with 
our Mormon neighborsΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ όŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ not to do).  Our hope 
and prayer is that some of ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ will be helpful to you in your own 
interactions with Mormons. 
 
We have a long history of producing video materials related to outreach to Mormons, and so we 
get calls and emails from people with questions about how to talk to Mormons.  The title 
άMissionary 911έ was inspired by the urgency of some phone calls from panicked Christians 
who are being visited by Mormon missionaries:  ά5ƻ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ L ǎŀȅΚέ  ²Ŝ ŦƛƴŘ 
that their questions, fears, and misunderstandings have some striking similarities.  So we began 
to ask ourselves, άCan we create a tool that will help people overcome their fears and gain some 
preparation, but not burden them with an intimidating mass of information they have to 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜΚέ What followed was five years of development to accomplish this task. 

Missionary 911 is a video series about how to communicate with Mormons in a way that is 
natural, authentic, and respectful.  And to do this, you ŘƻƴΩǘ need to be an expert in 
Mormonism.  But a little knowledge can go a long way, and so we have picked out a few 
important points to share in the videos.  (This manual goes a little deeper, and covers some of 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΦ) 

The most important objective is to cultivate an attitude and mindset that will enable you to have 
authentic conversations with the missionaries who show up on your doorstep.  (We tailor this 
series specifically to missionary conversations, but the principles apply to conversations with 
any Mormon about matters of faith.) 
 
If the thought of inviting a couple of strangers into your home to have a discussion about 
religion sounds intimidating, ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ to help you get over that hump!  The information we 
share here will boost your confidence and άdemystifyέ the experience.  You will feel much more 
informed and prepared, with just a little bit of equipping. 
 
And iŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ chases missionaries down the street to talk with 
themΧǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΗ  .ǳǘ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ have something valuable to offer you hereτsome practical 
ways to channel your enthusiasm to make your conversations even more productive. 
 
So we invite you to join us in our sincere love and affection for these dear people, many of 
whom are weary and heavy-laden, carrying a burden that God never intended them to 
ŎŀǊǊȅΧŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊƻǎǎΦ   
 
You have good news that they desperately need to hear! 
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1.  Myths & Min es 
 

Two nicely-dressed young people are knocking at your door.  They look like they mean 
business.  IŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳǳƳōƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ variation of 
άNo thanks, LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ  ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ be on their way. 
 
Then you thinkΣ άL ǿƛsh I knew how to talk with them. I feel bad turning them away like thatΦέ  
But yƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ just in for an awkward conversation.  After all, 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎΦ  !ƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƛƴ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳΦ  !nd maybe ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
even feel confident enough to talk about your own faith. 
 
.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘΚ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ much more qualified than you think you are!  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 
Jesus Christ, you could develop a meaningful friendship with these young people that could 
ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΧŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦ  Getting you ready 
for their visit is exactly what Missionary 911 is all about! 
 
aƻŘǳƭŜ м ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άaȅǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ aƛƴŜǎ.έ We dispel some common misconceptions about 
Mormon missionaries that prevent many people from talking ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ όǘƘŜ άƳȅǘƘǎέύΦ   
 
And when you do talk with them, we point out some of the pitfalls that you can accidentally 
stumble into ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ careful όǘƘŜ άlandƳƛƴŜǎέύΦ 
 
So, here we go! 
 
 

THE MYTHS 
 

Myth #1.  Mormons are Christians. 
 
Why share the gospel with someone who is already a άChristian?έ  
 

Actually we avoid making ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ άaƻǊƳƻƴǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ,έ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ the beliefs of any individual Mormon.  They can vary significantly, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  But Mormonism, as a system of beliefs, is not in line with 
biblical Christianity.  And someone who is a firm believer in the core teachings of Mormonism is 
not a follower of the biblical gospel of Jesus Christ.  The differences are staggering. Some of the 
more pointed differences that separate Mormonism from Christianity are: 
 

¶ The teaching that God was once a human, and that humans can become as God is.  (And 
consequently, ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻŘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ siblings, 
cousins, parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, etc.) 
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¶ Jesus is άdivineέ in the sense that he is born a child of Heavenly Father, just as we are, 
making him our literal brother.  But he is not the God.  !ǘ ƳƻǎǘΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ άŀέ ƎƻŘΦ  
 

¶ The Bible is corrupted and unreliable, and requires the Mormon scriptures, together 
with the Mormon prophet and leaders, to be properly understood and άƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘΦέ 
 

¶ Eternal life is dependent upon our personal worthiness and obedience to certain laws 
and ordinances, and allegiance to the Mormon Church.  (Mormons think that the 
Christian ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ άeternal salvation by graŎŜ ŀƭƻƴŜέ ƛǎ what the so-called άfalseέ 
Christian churches use as a license to sin.) 
 

¶ The Mormon Church (formally known as The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints) is the only true and living church on the face of the earth today, and the only 
institution authorized to perform the saving ordinances necessary for eternal life.  All 
other churches are άapostate,έ lacking proper authority to act on behalf of God. 
 

¶ There was no valid church (or Christianity) on earth from the time of the twelve 
apostlesΩ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ the prophet WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘ άǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ 
gospel in the 1830s.  (This 1,800 year ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ !ǇƻǎǘŀǎȅΦέύ 
 

¶ A living prophet, as an authorized successor to Joseph Smith, ƛǎ DƻŘΩs unique 
mouthpiece on earth and ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
 
 

bƻǿΣ Ƴŀƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ άLǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ά²Ŝ 
are saved ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  !ƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΚ  
It is, but only if you understand the terminology properly.  WƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ άǎŀǾŜŘέ ŀƴŘ άƎǊŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ 
άŦŀƛǘƘέ ŀƴŘ άWŜǎǳǎέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦerent to Mormons.  Some of 
the differences are subtle; some of them are profound.  But all of them point to a much 
different gospel than we find in the Bible. 
 
Mormons do ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦέ  After all, they reason, άWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ƛǎ in the 
name of the church!  We avoid arguing ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ Christian; it ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǳǎ 
anywhere.  For this reason, we usually substitute the words άŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎέ ŦƻǊ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴέ ƛƴ 
ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǊƳƻƴǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΣ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ has less potential for 
misunderstanding.  (For more discussion on this, see Christian in the glossary.)  

 
But ǘƘŜ ǳǇǎƘƻǘ ƛǎΣ ƴƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻƴ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ being true followers of the biblical Jesus 
Christ.  The gospel taught in Mormonism is worlds apart from the gospel we find in the Bible.  It 
does not lead to salvation, or to an authentic relationship with Jesus. 
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Myth #2.  Missionaries are highly trained professionals, and I 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǿƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
Missionaries actually have very little formal training.  Their course of study involves 

two intensive weeks at a Missionary Training CenterΣ ƻǊ άa¢/έ ŀǎ ƛǘΩs called.  Here they learn 
how to present a highly-scripted curriculum with άƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
people who agree to receive the lessons.  Many missionaries start their mission with a lot of 
insecurities, which is no surprise, since they usually begin their two-year mission just out of 
high school.  Most missionaries are between 18 and 22 years of age. 
 
Now, missionaries are taught how to act and look confident and in charge.  Their business-
formal dress code also contributes to the commanding appearance.  But scratch a little 
beneath the surface, ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ couple of normal young people who are making 
themselves available to have spiritual discussions with people.  This is what makes your 
missionary encounters such a great opportunity!  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎŎŀǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
intimidating spiritual giants who will trick you into getting baptized.  In ŀƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭƛƘƻƻŘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
find them pleasant and agreeable.  And many of them are genuinely curious about what you 
believe, so this provides a natural opening to have meaningful conversations. 
 
 

Myth #3.  Missionaries are firmly established and solid in their 
faith. 
 
There are many reasons why a young Mormon man or woman will serve a 

mission.  !ƭƭ άǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƳŀƭŜǎέ are expected to serve a mission as young adults (though in 
reality, the majority of them do not).  At any given time there are roughly 70,000 Mormon 
missionaries in active service around the world.  An increasing number of young women are 
also serving on missions, though for them it is not an expectation the way it is for the young 
men. 
 
Many serve not because they are firm in their faith, but because they want to be.  It is 
considered an important rite of passage.  Some embark enthusiastically on this spiritual 
adventure, but others go reluctantly, under pressure from family, or because of the promise 
of increased status when they return.  Completing a mission is considered a high honor for 
both the missionary and for the family.  And the converse is true, alsoτthe failure to serve 
and complete a mission can be a source of shame.   
 
The missionary life is not easy.  They work long hours, their days are heavily regimented, 
and the authority structure is a tight-run ship.  While some may enjoy their mission 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ often ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ 
from their families for an extended time, and contact with folks back home is limited (two 
phone calls per year, and weekly emails.) 
 
They frequently experience discouragement and rejection ǿƘŜƴ άtractingέ όƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
doors or soliciting appointments).  If they happen to have interpersonal issues with fellow 
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missionaries (not uncommon), or if their mission leaders are overbearing or lack compassion 
(also not uncommon), it compounds their sense of loneliness, isolation, and 
discouragement.  This is especially true for those who are called to serve in a different 
country, culture, and language. 
 
And there are missionaries who set out on a mission with doubts about whether the 
Mormon Church is even true, and so they struggle with having to teach something that 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦΦ 
 
Mormon missionary ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀ άƳŀƪŜ ƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪέ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ  aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
had a successful mission, who had positive experiences, and had lots of baptisms, and grew 
in their commitment to the LDS Church will become the pride and joy of their families and 
congregations when they return home; they are well on their way to living the Mormon 
dream life.  ό¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ άwŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅέ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǊƪ ƻŦ ƘƻƴƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ men in particular are 
considered eligible bachelors when they get home!)   
 
Others, however, ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘǎΣ 
they battle with doubts, depression, or even their own sin issues.  Some feel beat up and 
used.  For a few of them, it gets so bad that they will leave their mission service before it is 
completed.  But the fear of shaming themselves and their families keeps many toeing the 
line in spite of the struggles.  The rate of crippling emotional problems, depression, and 
even suicide among missionaries (during or after their mission) is alarming. 
 
But no two missionariesΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ will be identicalΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ ōŀƎ.  The 
ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ at least 
some oŦ ǘƘŜƳΧǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ many of themΧare going through.  So keep that in mind when you 
interact with them.  It may be your kindness, your compassion, your genuine interest in 
themΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ŘŀȅΧthat will remain with 
them, much longer than any words you might say to them. 
 

 

Myth #4:  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳ ǘƻ hold my 
own in a discussion with them. 
 

DƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƛƴ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳΦ  Your lack of understanding 
might even be to your advantage!  After all, you are supposed to be an investigator, not an 
expert.   
 
The goal of Missionary 911 is less about giving you information about Mormonism (though 
there will be some of that), and more about cultivating the right attitudes and perspectives.  
The information on Mormonism may be helpful to some degree, but the attitude you 
developτthat is, the humility, the curiosity, the genuine interest in the missionariesτthese 
are essential. 
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In fact, if you take nothing away from this series except a greater love and compassion for 
ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΧǘƘŜƴ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ 
ŀǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ mission accomplished. 
 
hƪŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƳȅǘƘǎΧƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƳƛƴŜǎΦ 
 

 
 

THE MINES 
 
Landmines are hidden bombs.  They are set off suddenly when you 
accidentally step in the wrong place.  The landmines are usually inside of 

youτattitudes, mindsets, expectations.  But armed with a little foreknowledge, you can 
avoid many of these hidden triggers and have successful conversations with the 
missionaries.   

 
 

Mine #1:  The Silver Bullet. 
 
Probably the number one question we get from Christians who are faced with 

άǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘǊǳǘƘέ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ƛǎΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴκƛǎǎǳŜκchallenge that will make 
the biggest ƛƳǇŀŎǘΚέ  ²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǎƛƭǾŜǊ ōǳƭƭŜǘέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΥ  
 

There Are No Silver Bullets!    

 
Mormonism is far more than a collection of beliefs ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άŦƛȄŜŘέ 

with better information.  Mormonism is an identity, a mindset, a culture, 
and a way of life. Mormon truth claims are only a piece of the puzzle, and for 

many, not even the most important piece.   
 
For many, the Church is their life.  Their family, their friends, and in many cases their 
careers, are all bound up in the Mormon network.  People who leave Mormonism are not 
just abandoning a set of beliefs.  Many, especially multi-generational Mormons, risk losing 
everythingτjobs, businesses, friends and family, spouse, access to children, grandchildren.  
Shunning is not universal, but it is common. This is an enormous incentive to stay Mormon, 
and to avoid thinking about things that challenge Mormon truth claims.  They will work hard 
to maintain belief, even when confronted with contradictory evidence.  And many Mormons 
know, often secretly, that the truth claims are fraudulent, but continue to go through the 
motions for the sake of their families and standing in the community. 
 
For a true believing Mormon, the source of the information is every bit as important as the 
information itself.  (More on this ōŜƭƻǿΦύ ¸ƻǳΣ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊΣ ƻǊ άƎŜƴǘƛƭŜΣέ ǿƛƭƭ not be 
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considered a reliable source of information about Mormonism.  Whatever you say will be 
dismissed as coming from an either an uninformed source, or even a malicious one. 
 
So troubling issues within MormƻƴƛǎƳ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ aƻǊƳƻƴΩǎ 
own willingness to investigate.  Even being willing to ask hard questions is a giant hurdle for 
them.  So our goal is to encourage them to ask questions, not to hit them with a truckload of 
logical problems. 
 
One final thought on this.  For those who do leave Mormonism, the journey is rarely a quick 
one.  TƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ άŦƛǊǎǘ ŎǊŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘǊŀǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜƭΩǎ 
ōŀŎƪέ ƛǎ usually measured in years.  So your job is to be the patient, gentle planter of seeds.  
Results are up to God.  If God grants you the opportunity to walk alongside a Mormon as 
they discover an authentic relationship with Jesus Christ, it is only because seeds were 
planted and watered, over the course of previous years, in ways you may never know.  So 
think in terms of little seeds, not silver bullets. 
 
 

Mine #2:  The Source of Truth. 
 
 

Biblically-minded Christians consider the Bible the most authoritative source for matters of 
the Christian faith.  After all, DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ. So whenever a 
doctrinal question comes up, Christians will appeal to the Bible to answer questions and 
settle disputes. 
 
But this is not the case, usually, for Mormons. 
 
Mormonism teaches something called άǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ 
revealed progressively throughout time and history, and that newer revelation trumps older 
revelation.  The idea of a changing and growing God, with changing and growing revelation, 
may be unthinkable for traditional Christians, but not for most Mormons. 
 
Since the LDS Church sets itself up as the final source of truth, then by definition, whatever 
it says is true.  Period.  άWhen the leaders have spoken, the thinking has been done.έ  Even if 
it contradicts what was ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΧor what the LDS 
Church said ten years ago.  Or even if it contradicts logic and reason itself.  For a Mormon, 
the source of the information is as important as the information itself.  And in their thinking, 
nothing is more reliable than the Living Prophet and LDS Church leaders. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǉǳƛǊƳ when they encounter 
inconsistencies.  In fact, the shifting teachings, and practices of Mormonism have prompted 
many members to begin asking those άŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎέ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ 
of MormonismΦ  .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘǊǳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ aƻǊƳƻƴǎΣ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ άǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 
ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέ and tolerating cognitive dissonance is second nature. 
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SoΧŘƻŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴ we abandon our appeal to the Bible when reasoning with Mormons?  
Not at all.  It is still DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜέ (Hebrews 4:12) and 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ άƴƻǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǾƻƛŘέ (Isaiah 55:11).  !ƭƭ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ expect a Mormon to 
snap to attention when you quote from the Bible.  
 
The attitude you adopt when bringing the Bible into the discussion is important.  Mormons 
are sensitive to what they call ά.ƛōƭŜ ōŀǎƘƛƴƎΣέ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ .ƛōƭŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƭǘƛƴƎ 
them like stones in order to make a point or defend a principle. 
 
Instead, adopt a stance of humility.  LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǎ bh¢ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘȅΦΦΗέ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘΦ  Can you tell me 
how yƻǳ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΚέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ their 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎΥ άMy understanding about this topic 
comes from what I read in the Bible. Here, let me show ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ LΩm talking 
ŀōƻǳǘΧέ  So what you are doing is explaining why you believe what you believe, instead of 
telling them how wrong they are. 
 

 

Mine #3:  Contentiousness. 
 
In the Book of Mormon there is a passage where Jesus is quoted as saying, άIŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

hath the spirit of contention is not of me [Jesus], but is of the devil, who is the father of 
contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to contend with anger, one with 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΧΦōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǿŀȅΦέ1 
 
So contention, anger, argumentativeness, and conflict in general, are seen as coming from 
the devil.  This is why in the Mormon culture, great value is placed on agreeability, 
friendliness, civility, and conflict avoidance.  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ōŀŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ in and of themselves, 
but when taken to an extreme, it makes resolving any sort of disagreement difficult to do.  If 
you have had much experience in talking about your faith with Mormons, they will often 
sayΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ȅŜǎΣ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻΗέ  Even if ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ.  This is less about being deceptive, 
and more about the cultural distaste for any sort of disagreement. 
 
So how do you have a meaningful discussion on subjects where you know there is likely to 
be disagreement?  Carefully.  And with an eye to managing the emotional climate of your 
discussions.   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ άŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜέ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ emotions are also an important way 
that a Mormon tests the truthfulness of something.  άCƻƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘέ ŀƴŘ ά¢Ǌǳǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ resonate with Mormons.  Now, we might recognize that our 
ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ōǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ǊŜƭȅ heavily on it: good 
feelings come from God, and bad feelings come from the devil.  So if you make them feel 
bad, then guess whŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ you with? 
 

                                                             
1 Book of Mormon: 3 Nephi 11:29-30 
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And here are a few tips for ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ άŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴέ όƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘύ ƛƴ your 
discussions. 
 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ  Really, nobody likes that.  Instead, 
ask open-ŜƴŘŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ them with things 
like ά{ƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ƎƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƛǾŜǎΚέ Even if they believe 
that, forcing them to defend those beliefs is counter-productive.  Your objective is 
to understand them, not identify targets to shoot at. 

 

¶ ¦ǎŜ άMeέ statements rather than absolutes.  For example, άaȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
this is such-and-ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άThis is 
what the Bible says, so end of discussionΗέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ άǎƻŦǘέ ƻƴ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
being humble and fostering open discussion. 

 

¶ Be aware of the non-verbal ways you communicate.  As best you can, pay attention 
to the tone of your voice and the expression on your face.  If you are naturally a 
direct person with a more forceful personality, practice taming this with patience, 
tact, and gentleness.  It can make a difference, especially in your initial encounters 
with them.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ άŦŀƪŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘhem; just be aware 
that gentleness and politeness will take you much farther than brashness and 
sarcasm.  Keep Proverbs 15:1 in mindΥ άA gentle answer turns away wrath, but a 
harsh word stirs up anger.έ 

 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǇƻƭƛǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘǿƘƛƭŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ just for 
the sake of άbeing nice.έ  LǘΩǎ so you can extend your conversations and open up 
greater opportunities to talk about what really matters.  The moment their 
άŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊǎέ get set off, you lose all credibility.  YƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀƴ άŀƴǘƛ-
Mormon,έ the conversation will shut down, and anything you say will be considered 
lies from the devil. 

 
One final word: let the missionaries be the teachers.  Allow yourself to be the student.  You 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴτin fact, you ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
ǎŜŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅ.  DƻƴΩǘ feel pressured to have a quick 
answer or objection for every point that you disagree with.  And when you do raise an issue, 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ƛǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴge, but instead ask them to help you resolve that issue.  And 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ make them feel like they have to give 
you an answer right now.  Give them the freedom to ǎŀȅΣ ά²ŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ 
about it later.έ 
 
Remember, tƘŜȅΩǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜΣ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ŀƎǊŜŜŀōƭŜΣ friendly, and want to 
ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΦ  {ƻΧǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΗ  .Ŝ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ 
never know the kind of impact this may have on tƘŜƳΧƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ƻƴ you! 
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2.   W'30. )&3& 

50 &5&3/*5:YV  
 
The central teaching of any religious system is what we have to do 
here and now, to get the best that the afterlife has to offer. What 

rules we have to follow.  What hoops we have to jump through.  How to get on the good 
side of God, or whoever we think decides our eternal destiny.  
 
Now, the details will differ from religion to religion, but ƛǘΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ formula.  And 
MorƳƻƴƛǎƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ in that regard.  aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ άōǊŀƴŘ,έ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ 
called the plan of salvation.  Iǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳΧǿŜƭƭΧhere to eternity. 
 
But before we get into that, consider ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭƛŎŀƭ άǇƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  Most Mormons see it 
ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻƻƭΩǎ ŜǊǊŀƴŘ.  LǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ, they reason.  LǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ Ŝŀǎȅ.  After all, what is ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ 
άǇƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ?   
 
We begin our existence on the earth.  While on earth, we are either aligned with God and 
His ways, or we ŀǊŜƴΩǘ.  At judgment, those who are aligned with God will enjoy eternity 
with him; those who rejected him will be eternally separated from him.  And the real kicker: 
Eternal life is not a matter of personal worthiness or works or self-perfection; itΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
acknowledging who he is, and being in relationship with him.  This is earth-shattering in its 
simplicity.  It is so diametrically opposed to the fundamental pattern of any other world 
religion that we could even say that Christianity, in its most basic sense, ƛǎƴΩǘ even a 
άreligionέ at all. 
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ, revealed in Jesus Christ, choosing us by grace, motivated by 
ƭƻǾŜΧŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴse to him.  For two thousand years, biblical theology has centered on 
unpacking this simple, powerful truth, and we hŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
and wonder of it yet! 
 
But the Mormon picture is much, much different.  It is complex, and even some of the finer 
details of it are disputed among Mormons.  So what we present here is a simplified (believe 
it or not) version of it.  (Check out the diagram at the end of this chapter.)   
 
AnywayΧƘŜǊŜ ƎƻŜǎΦ 
 

 We begin our individual existence όǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇǊŜ-ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜέύ 
as the literal children of Heavenly Father and a Heavenly mother; 
we were born and lived lives in Heaven, in much the same way as 

we have on earth.  Through our own worthiness in the heavenly realm, we were given the 
choice to enter the next phase of our existence:  Life on earth.  
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 While on earth, our minds have forgotten our pre-existent life.  Our mission 
here is to experience this life, make good choices, and prove ourselves worthy 
to return to be with our Heavenly Father.  We do this through accepting the 
Mormon gospel and obeying its laws and ordinances.  Some of us do, but a lot 

of us do not.   
 

 So when we die, the spirits of those who did live the Mormon gospel go to a 
temporary άParadise,έ while those who rejected it go to a temporary άSpirit 
Prisonέ όǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ the Roman Catholic idea of purgatory.)  Those who get stuck 
in spirit prison have the opportunity to learn what they failed to grasp while on 
earth, and, if they repent and believe the Mormon gospel (and if people still 
living back on earth perform the proper temple rituals on their behalf), they can 

work their way upward and enjoy the benefits of the Mormon gospel. 
 

 Then comes judgment.  At the judgment, everyone will be assigned one of four 
final, everlasting destinies: Outer Darkness, the Telestial Kingdom, the Terrestrial 
Kingdom, and the Celestial Kingdom.  Once that judgment is made, the die is cast 
and there is no room for advancement.  There is some variation in the opinions of 

who goes where, but the general idea is as follows: 
 

 The worst case scenario is Outer Darkness, where the devil and the demons are 
cast.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ aƻǊƳƻƴǎΩ ƳƛƴŘǎΦ  bot many people 
will go there.  Only those who had received the fullness of the Mormon gospel, 
and then utterly rejected it (these are cŀƭƭŜŘ άŀǇƻǎǘŀǘŜǎέύΦ So if you convert, and 
go through the temple rituals, and receive all that Mormonism offers, and then 

you reject it, well, then you are in danger of Outer Darkness; but otherwise, probably not.   
 

 Next up is the Telestial Kingdom.  This is where all the άbad peopleέ goΧŀƴŘ ōȅ 
some accounts, most of humanity.  The rebellious, the reprobates, the 
unrepentant, ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ opportunity to follow the 
Mormon gospel, neither in this world nor in the spirit worldΦ  .ǳǘΧeven so, ƛǘΩǎ 
supposed to be pleasant enough.  Better than earth-life!  But here they have no 

access to Heavenly Father or Jesus Christ. 
 

 Then comes the Terrestrial Kingdom.  This is a much greater place than the 
Telestial KingdomΤ ƛǘΩǎ a place of beauty and joy.  This is where all the good and 
decent people who either rejected the Mormon gospel while on earth (but 
received it in the spirit world, but never had temple work done for them), or 

those Mormons who failed to live up to the standards of Mormonism.  This is where people 
will wind up who are basically nice, God-fearing, law-abiding folks.  But their access to 
Heavenly Father will be cut off. 

 
And then there is the Celestial Kingdom, the highest kingdom there is, and 
where Heavenly Father dwells with Jesus Christ.  This is where all good and 
worthy Mormons goτincluding those who only accepted the Mormon gospel 
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in Spirit Prison, and had the necessary temple work done on their behalf, and diligently 
worked their way up through the ranks to qualify for it. 
 
But all is not equal in the Celestial Kingdom.  Your standing there is determined by which 
rituals you have done (or have had done for you).  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊŜ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳΣ 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿƛƴŘ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΦ  The highest 
and most important temple ritual is Celestial Marriage or Temple Marriage.   

 
 If you have undergone Celestial Marriage AND you have remained faithful to the 
teachings of Mormonism, then you ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ά9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ [ƛŦŜέ (also called Exaltation) 
which is the right to become gods and goddesses over a whole 
new realm.  And that completes the loopτthe new god and his 
goddess wife (or wives) then procreate the children ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ άǇǊŜ-

ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜέ and the whole procedure starts all over again.  
 
------------ 
 
One thing this picture does not fully illustrate is the importance of eternal families.  
άCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ CƻǊŜǾŜǊέ is a well-known axiom in Mormonism; it ƛǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
saying; this is doctrine. One of the key attractions to the Mormon afterlife is the idea of 
families being together for eternityτparents, spouses, children, siblings.  (So how does 
keeping a family together work if everyone is spread out across the Universe as gods of 
different realms?  That is just a mystery that Mormons are taught to accept.) 
 
But all that aside, the aƻǊƳƻƴ άǇƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ǇƻǎŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ serious problems from a 
biblical perspective. 
 

 
мΦ  ά²Ŝ !ǊŜ !ƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ  Mormonism teaches that everyone on earth is 
a literal child of God.  While iǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ creation, ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
his offspring in that sense, whenever the Bible talks about άa child of God,έ it is 

something we become by faith (see John 1:12).  IǘΩǎ not a birthright.  The apostle Paul often 
uses the picture of adoption to describe our familial relationship with God (e.g., Romans 
8:15, Romans 8:23; Romans 9:4, Galatians 4:5, Ephesians 1:5).   
 
In contrast, Mormonism teaches that we are all by nature the literal children of God, 
procreated in Heaven in much the same way as here on Earth.  And we aǊŜƴΩǘ just children, 
but his special children, since ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ƻƴ 
Earth.  So the fact that we are born here at all demonstrates some kind of worthiness in the 
pre-existence. This sense of entitlement gets in the way of understanding the urgency of our 
need to repent and turn to God in spirit and in truth.  After all, they reason, how could a 
loving father even think of sending his children to hell?  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ 
of eternal punishment to be so minimal. 
 
A historical sidenote: early Mormon teachings suggested that our skin color was an 
indication of our worthiness in the pre-existence.  Light-skinned people were seen as more 
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worthy, dark-skinned people as less worthy.  This racist teaching has fallen out of favor, for 
obvious reasons, but this idea still persists in the minds of many older-generation Mormons.  
This is NOT something we recommend as a point of discussion.  In fact, your young 
missionary friends may have never heard of this, and would be offended by it. 
 

 
2.  Jesus is our Elder Brother.  Mormonism teaches that in the pre-existence, 
Jesus was the first child born of Heavenly Father.  Everyone else, including you 
and me and even Satan (Lucifer) himself, are all younger siblings to Jesus.  We 

are essentially the same άspeciesέ as Jesus.  The one thing that separates Jesus from the rest 
of us, according to Mormon teaching, is that Heavenly Father is not only the spiritual father 
of Jesus, but also his physical father.  (Jesus is called ǘƘŜ άƻƴƭȅ ōŜƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΦέύ Jesus 
was said to have been conceived by way of a natural (i.e., sexual) union between Heavenly 
Father and the virgin Mary.   
 
WARNING: This belief that Heavenly Father had intercourse with Mary is well-substantiated 
in Mormon teaching manuals, writings of the prophets, and lessons from authorities in years 
past. However, it has not beŜƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΧagain, for obvious reasons.  So 
your missionaries may never have even heard of this teaching, or at least not thought 
through its implications.  If you bring it up, they may assume that you are repeating anti-
Mormon lies.  {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΦ 
 
Anyway, the real problem with this teaching is that it άdemotesέ Jesus to someone who is 
essentially like us.  Jesus is not worshiped and glorified as God; he is merely honored and 
appreciated as our big brother who accomplished many good things on our behalf. 
 

 
3.  Many Gods.  The Mormon plan of salvation suggests that there are many, 
many Gods.  The one we worship as άDƻŘέ must have had parents, 
grandparents, siblings and cousins, aunts and uncles, many of whom are 

presumably gods of other realms.  And we, as his children, have the potential to become 
gods ourselves, and our children after us. 
 
Sometimes Mormons will quote 1 Corinthians 8:5-6 out of context, άΧƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻǊŘǎΣ ȅŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ DƻŘΧέ to suggest that while other gods 
may exist, our DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƻƴƭȅ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ   
 
However, this denies the repeated, absolute statements throughout the Bible that God 
alone is God.  There is no other god.  There was none before him, there will be none after 
him.  (See Bible Verse Reference Sheet at the end of this manual for a number of 
references.)  So if the Mormon doctrine is true, then God is either ignorant or untruthful 
when he says that he alone is God and that there are no other gods beside him, before him, 
or after him. 
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4.  Second Chances after Death.  Mormonism teaches that there will be an 
opportunity after our death (in the Spirit World) to get things right, and attain at 
least some improved outcome in the afterlife.  For this reason, aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

feel the same urgency to get things right in this life, nor do ǘƘŜȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ 
sense of urgency. 
 
However, the Bible provides us with no reason to expect second chances after death.  Quite 
the opposite.  Hebrews 9:27 teaches us that judgment follows death.  LikewiseΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
of the rich man and Lazarus (in Luke 16) seems to rule out second chances.   
 
{ƻ ƛŦ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎέ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ their missionary 
work at all?  Why send out tens of thousands of young people to preach a message that 
eventually everyone will get a chance to hear?  Well, ƛǘΩǎ ǘǿƻŦƻƭŘΦ  hƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
do listen to the missionaries in this life, and convert, then this will benefit you by giving you 
a shortcut to exaltation and bypass many of the hassles in the spirit world.  And this is likely 
the main motivation of your missionariesτthey are doing this for your benefit.  But some 
would argue ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ the main ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ άōǳƛƭŘ ǳǇ DƻŘΩǎ 
kiƴƎŘƻƳ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ, to build up the Mormon organization, to increase its 
membership, its influence, its power, and (at the risk of sounding cynical) its income.  
 
In contrast, the motivation for evangelism for Christians is (or should be) radically different.  
It is to glorify God and make him knownτpointing souls toward eternal life with him, and 
away from eternal condemnation in hell.  So the stakes are much, much higher, and the 
consequences for ignoring the warnings are far more catastrophic.   
 

 
5.  Shelving Issues.  There is a common metaphor among Mormons called 
άǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭŦΦέ  When they encounter some inconsistency or 
troubling issue, they άǇǳǘ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭŦΦέ  That is, they dƻƴΩǘ dwell on it or worry 

about it; they wait patiently for a day when it will be properly explained.  This may work for 
many.  But someone whose critical thinking is not easily suppressed will find that their 
άǎƘŜƭŦέ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ heavy, and no one is providing them with satisfactory answers to their 
questions.  And the weight of those issues is often more than the shelf can withstand.   
 
But for many Mormons, there is little motivation to resolve those questions.  In fact, tƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
even a fear of it.  If their investigations lead them to άƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅέ (stop believing in 
Mormonism), they may become apostates, and then the threat of Outer Darkness looms 
large.  So many Mormons develop a high tolerance for cognitive dissonance, the internal 
struggle we experience when facts collide with beliefs.  Mormons can be excellent doctors, 
lawyers, engineers and business professionalsτall careers that rely heavily on empirical 
facts and critical thinkingτand yet there is a άfirewallέ that keeps critical thinking safely out 
of the arena of their religion. 
 
The Bible, on the other hand, encourages us to study, test, and understand.  Are there 
things we will never fully grasp?  Sure.  But the Bible places a high value on the rigorous 
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pursuit of knowledge (e.g., Proverbs 3:13;  Psalm 32:8-9; 1 Thessalonians 5:21).  And truth 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŀǊ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
 

6.  ά!ǎ aŀƴ LǎΣ DƻŘ hƴŎŜ ²ŀǎΧέ  Lorenzo Snow, who would become the 5th 
president of the LDS Church, is credited with coining one of the most well-
known (and criticized) axioms of Mormonism.   

 
He said, άǘƘŜ {pirit of the Lord rested mightily upon meτthe eyes of my understanding 
were opened, and I saw as clear as the sun at noonday, with wonder and astonishment, 
the pathway of God and man. I formed the following couplet which expresses the 
revelation, as it was shown me. ΨAs man now is, God once was; As God now is, man 
Ƴŀȅ ōŜΦΩέ2  

 
This same idea was taught by the prophet Joseph Smith in 1844:  
 
άL ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
God was God from all eternity. I will refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you 
Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜΦ Χ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘaracter of 
DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦΦΦǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎΦΦΦΦέ3 

 
That famous phraseΣ άAs man is, God once was; as God is, man Ƴŀȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜέ has provoked 
an outcry from critics, who call it blasphemy, and rightly so.  As a result, it has been 
downplayed by the LDS Church in recent years, especially in their conversations with non-
Mormons.  Your missionaries will not likely speak of it openly, and will probably resist 
discussing it if you bring it up.  In the national media, modern LDS prophets have even 
dismissed it as speculative, or theoretical, and denied it is a church teaching.  But internal 
Mormon communications show the doctrine is still alive and well. 
 
Some final thoughts. 
 
²ŜΩƭƭ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ one final tipΥ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ άǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 
ǿƻǊŘǎέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀǊŜ plain languageτwords like 
gospel, or salvation, or grace, faith, even Christian, have different meanings for Mormons 
than they do for biblically-minded Christians.   
 
So look for workarounds that use simple, everyday language.  Check out our Glossary of 
Misunderstood Terminology in this manual for a list of frequently misunderstood words; we 
share the Mormon definition, the traditional definition, and tips on how to talk about the 
concepts and without being misunderstood. 
 
Rememberτyour missionaries will use a lot of these religious words.  When they do, gently 
ask for clarification.  But rememberτǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ 

                                                             
2
 Eliza R. Snow Smith, Biography and Family Record of Lorenzo Snow, 1884. 

3 άYƛƴƎ CƻƭƭŜǘǘ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΣέ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ сΥо-4. 
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semantical sleight-of-hand.  They are probably just as unaware of the differences as you are.  
{ƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŀƴȅ ǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳΣ άǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ mean by such-and-
ǎǳŎƘΚέ aake it your objective to understand them, not to get into battles over words.  The 
best way to do this is to use plain language with a humble attitude. 
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3.  %0/z5 4&-- 5)& 

$"3R 
       Sales representatives in auto dealerships have a motto: 

ά5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΧsell what the car can doΦέ  The 
same could be said of the missionaries; their job is 

not only to sell you on the LDS Church, but to 
convince you of how the Church will benefit 
you. 

 
The lessons that the missionaries will teach you come from a missionary training manual called 
άtǊŜŀŎƘ aȅ DƻǎǇŜƭΦέ4  Generally, the missionaries are discouraged from going off-script, so what 
we share here is likely a good view of ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ. 
 
The curriculum that that the missionaries will use may get updated and modified in the years to 
comeΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ website (www.missionary911.com).  But 
for the time being, this is how the lessons will go. 
 
You will probably get at most three of the five lessons. (Generally they will only teach one lesson 
per time they meet with you, so this could be over three different appointments.)  Lesson four is 
usually reserved for people who have already committed to be baptized, and lesson five is 
intended only for after baptism.  Certain components of four and five might be brought up, but 
most likely not.  So we will focus primarily on the first three lessons, but will touch on the 
contents of the other two. 
 

The Missionary Lessons 
 
CƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ άǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
teaching.  They are intended mostly to help you identify the errors in their teaching, which are 
sometimes subtle.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ōƭƻǿ-by-blow rebuttal to everything they 
say, but ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ you can use these to 
formulate your own responses and ask questionsτcarefully, humbly, and respectfully. 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
4 If you want to explore this further, the entire Preach My Gospel manual is available for free viewing or download on 
the LDS.org website.  The link is: www.lds.org/manual/preach-my-gospel-a-guide-to-missionary-service  (as of this 
printing, anyway; updated links can be found at www.missionary911.com.) 

http://www.missionary911.com/
http://www.lds.org/manual/preach-my-gospel-a-guide-to-missionary-service
http://www.missionary911.com/
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*********************************************** ************** *****************  

Lesson 1:  The Restoration 
 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέΦ  όLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ άŀǇǇŜŀƭέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ 
presentation.) The restoration of what, you may ask?  The restoration of the gospel.  The 
message is designed to pique the interest of people who may already have some familiarity with 
Christianity.  They will introduce the idea that the gospel that you may have grown up with isτ
at bestτƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ  !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀnt to know how to complete it? 
 

 

A.  God is our loving Heavenly Father.  We are his children in the most literal sense 
of the word.  He has a body of flesh and bone, and wants us to be happy, which can 

happen through obedience to his commandments.  If we live obedient lives, we can return to be 
with him after we die.  We also need the forgiveness of sins, which Jesus Christ provided for us 
through the atonement. (See further discussion of the Atonement in our glossary.) 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ but we are not born as άchildrenέ of Heavenly 
Father.  The underlying message here ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōȅ ōƛǊǘƘǊƛƎƘǘ, 

because of our worthiness in the pre-existence.  No.  We can be adopted as his children through 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ automatic.  (See more discussion in Module 2, ά²Ŝ !ǊŜ !ƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ on page 16.) 

 
 

B. The Gospel blesses families.  The family unit is not intended to only be for this 
time on earth, but for eternity as well.  Living the Mormon gospel will bring peace and 

happiness to families on earth today, and enable those relationships to continue through 
eternity. 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ, but the object of eternal life is 
NOT our family relationships, but our relationship with Jesus Christ.  The underlying 
message here is that living the principles of Mormonism is the only way we can 

guarantee that our families will be united in the Celestial Kingdom.  ¢ƘŜ άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
the main goals of eternityτmore so, it would seem, than enjoying fellowship with God. 

 
 

C. Heavenly Father Reveals His Gospel in Every Dispensation.  Throughout 
history, God has led his people through prophets, who have the priesthood authority to 

άŀŎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ5  Specially-appointed prophets receive the 
gospel through revelation, and they in turn bring it to the people.  This was the pattern that God 
began with Adam and continued through men like Noah, Abraham, and Moses.  However, over 
time, people would reject the gospel, and fall into apostasy, and then God would need to 
appoint another prophet to bring the people back to himself. 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ Ǌŀised up people to preach his message through 
history, but the underlying message here is that God needs authorized human agents 

                                                             
5 Preach my Gospel, Intellectual Reserve, Inc., 2004, p. 32. 
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with priesthood authority in order to move and act among his people. However, the God of the 
Bible requires nothing of the sort.  He can raise up and tear down, he can move and act as he sees 
ŦƛǘΦ  IŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōƻǳƴŘ ōȅ άŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƻǊ ǘƘǿŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ, or dependent upon 
specially-ordained priesthood holders to carry out his will.  Besides, most of the prophets in the 
Bible were not considered leaders, much less presidents of a church. ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
necessarily members of the Israelite priesthood.  More often than not, the prophets were thorns 
in the flesh of the nation of Israel, warning of judgment.   (See more discussion in our glossary 
entry Prophet.)  

 
 

D. ¢ƘŜ {ŀǾƛƻǊΩǎ 9ŀǊǘƘƭȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  Heavenly Father sent his son Jesus to establish his 
church on the earth, and to atone for the sins of all people.  If we have faith in him, 

repent, get baptized, receive the Holy Ghost, and endure to the end, we will receive forgiveness 
of our sins and be granted the opportunity to gain eternal life.  While on earth, he gave his 
apostles the priesthood authority to preach his gospel. 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ, but he did not come to 
establish an earthly kingdom. The underlying message is that Jesus came to organize 

an institutional church on this earth.  But Jesus was clear that his kiƴƎŘƻƳ ǿŀǎ άƴƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘέ 
(John 8:23;  John 18:36).  Furthermore, the only way to be a part of His kingdom is through faith 
in him.  Mormonism, however, adds a list of religious requirements to be part of his kingdom.  We 
will unpack those requirements in greater detail later in this section.  JesusΩ death and 
resurrection is said to have saved all mankind, good and bad alike, from physical death.  That is, 
it guarantees our resurrection at judgment.  But only through obedience to the Mormon gospel 
can we be saved from spiritual death (that is, being barred from the Celestial Kingdom).   
 
You may also hear references to Jesus suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane as part of the 
atonementΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ DŜǘƘǎŜƳŀƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴΣ 
but Mormonism tends to emphasize Gethsemane even more than the cross.  This de-emphasis of 
the cross is interesting, in light of 1 Corinthians 1:18: άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ the cross is folly to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  The message of the 
cross is central to the authentic gospel, so counterfeit gospels will naturally want to replace it 
with something else.  Mormonism does not recognize the cross as a valid symbol of Christianity. 
¸ƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŎƪǎΦ ό{ŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ά/Ǌƻǎǎέ in the glossary.) 

 
 

E. The Great Apostasy.  !ŦǘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ and the death of all the apostles at the 
hands of wicked men, the priesthood authority perished entirely from the earth.  Over 

time, the pure doctrines they had taught became corrupted, and many falsehoods were 
introduced, because there was no prophetic leadership to guide people in truth.  Many false 
churches emerged out of this spiritual darkness, including the Catholic and Protestant churches. 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ people have fallen away from faith, but there is no historical or biblical 
basis for the idea of a total, universal apostasy.  The underlying message is that 
without authorized priesthood authority, apostasy is the unavoidable outcome. Only 

the priesthood can hold apostasy at bay. But the Bible refers to apostasy as the result of sin and 
faithlessness, not the result of the absence of the priesthood authority.  We will take a closer look 
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at the problems with the universal apostasy in Module 4.  (Also see discussion of ά!Ǉƻǎǘŀǎȅέ in 
the glossary.)   

 
 

F.  The Restoration of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through Joseph Smith.  After 
this long period of universal, total apostasy, Heavenly Father called a young man named 

Joseph Smith to restore his one true church on the earth.  According to the account, 
Joseph Smith was troubled by the multitude of different denominations, and went into a grove 
of trees to pray to know which one he should join.  He was visited then by two separate 
personagesτHeavenly Father and Jesus Christ, who told him to join none of them, and that they 
ǿŜǊŜ άŀƭƭ ǿǊƻƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŎǊŜŜŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƴ ŀōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ At a later time, Smith would go on to 
receive other visitations from other biblical figures (like Peter, James, and John) who endowed 
Smith with the priesthood authority that had long since been missing on the earth, giving him 
the authority to begin the restored church. 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ but ŀ άǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
is not necessary once we understand that human institutions are not the means of 
salvation; only Jesus is. (This was the core issue of [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦύ  Since 

Mormonism teaches that άŀǇƻǎǘŀǎȅέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ the loss of the priesthood keys from the 
earth, the restoration was all about the re-institution of the priesthood, that is, the re-
establishing of the one true institution. 
 
Mormonism is about the institution of God.  AǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ 
relationship with God. So as Christians, we can honestly acknowledge the failures of our 
institutions, but those failures have no bearing on a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, nor do 
they prevent God from guiding his people in truth. 
 
But in Mormonism, the institution is the gatekeeper of salvation and truthΦ  {ƻ ƛƴ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
mind, if the institutions were corrupt, then the means of salvation was also broken.  In his mind, 
and in many aƻǊƳƻƴǎΩ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ God can only work through the structure of an authorized 
institution. 

 
 

G. The Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Christ.  Joseph Smith was 
directed to discover a set of golden plates, upon which a collection of writings of ancient 

prophets in the Americas had written.  God enabled Joseph Smith to translate these plates into 
what is today the Book of Mormon.  The Book of Mormon is the evidence of the authenticity of 
Joseph Smith, and reading it is important for gaining the conviction that Smith was a true 
prophet and that he was called to restore the true church on the earth.  ά¢ƘŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ǎŜŜƪŜǊ ƻŦ 
truth will soon come to feel ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ6 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅ.  But 
the question is, does it pass the test?  Does Joseph Smith pass the test? 

 
As the missionaries talk about the Book of Mormon, pay attention to how often they use the word 
άfeelέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άǘƘƛƴƪέ ƻǊ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜέΦ  Remember our discussion about testing truth with feelings 

                                                             
6 Ibid., p. 38, emphasis added. 
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in Module 1?  They expect that the reader will experience an emotional reaction to the Book of 
Mormon, which will confirm its supernatural origins.   
 
Does this άŦŜŜƭƛƴƎέ ever happen to people?  Sure.  But we experience emotional reactions to all 
sorts of thingsτsongs, movies, stories, etc.  But truth ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ how we feel about 
something, no matter how powerful the feelings may be.  So yes, some people do experience an 
emotional response to the Book of Mormon.  Sometimes it can be self-generated, like the 
emotional responses to songs or moviesΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ do 
live in a realm where spiritual forces are at work, and deception is a primary tactic of Satan.  If a 
Mormon believes that good feelings could never come from Satan, the Bible says otherwise:  
άΧŦƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ {ŀǘŀƴ ŘƛǎƎǳƛǎŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ ммΥмпύΦ 

 
 

H. Pray to Know the Truth through the Holy Ghost.  The way we can know that 
the Book of Mormon is true, that Joseph Smith is a prophet, and that he restored the true 

/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  άbƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  Lƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ 
our prayers, the Holy Ghost will teach us truth through our feelings ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦέ7 
 

LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƎǳƛŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ  But equating our 
thoughts and feelings with truth is dangerous!  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
examples of how this can lead to disaster.  But a Mormon will insist, and be absolutely 

convinced, ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άIƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘέ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘs himself through thoughts and feelings to affirm truth.  
Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊue because God told them personally that it was trueτend of 
discussion.  So when facts and reason challenge their belief, they fall back on that feeling, 
convinced that it was from God.   
 
Do we ever experience good feelings in prayer and in our relationship with God?  Of course.  But 
DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ is revealed in his Word, not in our subjective thoughts and feelings.  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘǎ ŜƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мпΥмнύΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ seems right, 
what feels right, is not always right. 
 

 
******************************************************************************  

Lesson 2:  The Plan of Salvation 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŀƭέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴτthe mechanics of how it all works.  Even though we 
ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtƭŀƴ ƻŦ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ aƻŘǳƭŜ нΣ άFrom Here to Eternity,έ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ what 
the missionaries will share with you about the Plan of Salvation (and more to the point, what 
they ǿƻƴΩǘ share with you). 
 
Their outline will go like this. 

 

A.  Pre-9ŀǊǘƘ [ƛŦŜΥ  DƻŘΩǎ tǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ¦ǎΦ  We are the literal children of 
Heavenly Father before we are born on earth.  His purposes for us are for us to become 

like him.  In order for this to happen, we have to experience mortality with a physical body.  
While we lived in Heaven, we accepted this plan before coming to Earth.  God gave us the gift of 

                                                             
7 Ibid., p. 39.  emphasis added. 
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άŀƎŜƴŎȅέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΦ  Iƻǿ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƛŦǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ  LŦ 
we choose obedience in this life, we can enjoy His presence after this life, and become like him. 
 

The idea that people existed in Heaven prior to their birth on earth has no support in the 
Bible.  There are references to God knowing about us before our birth (e.g., Jeremiah 
1:5), but this does not imply that we existed prior to our birth.  Other passages in the 

Bible indicate that our existence began on earth, not prior.  (e.g., Genesis 2:7;  1 Corinthians 
15:45-47.)  ¢ƘŜ άǇǊŜ-ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜέ doctrine also refutes the biblical teaching that mankind is born 
bent toward sin.  The pre-existence doctrine teaches that we earned the privilege of being born 
on earth, giving us an entitlement that the Bible never gives us.  

 
 

B.  The Creation, and the Fall of Adam and Eve.   Under Heavenly FatƘŜǊΩǎ 
guidance, Jesus Christ organized the earth for us to live.  Adam and Eve were the first of 

DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
forbidden fruit.  If they had obeyed that command, they could have remained happily ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
presence, but could not have experienced eternal progression through mortality.  Nor would 
they have had the ability to have children.  Even though Satan successfully tempted them to eat 
ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  hnly in this way could they progress and become like 
God. 
 

In Mormonism, the Fall is considered a good and necessary thing.  They teach that God 
gave a commandment to Adam and Eve that God actually intended for them to 
disobey, and that Adam and Eve wouldƴΩǘ have been able to have children unless they 

disobeyed! And without children, there would be no means to provide mortal bodies for the 
waiting spirit children of Heavenly Father.  Of course, tƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ that 
Adam and Eve would be unable to have children unless they fell.  But the bigger problem is that 
this teaching ƳŀƪŜǎ DƻŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊƛŎƪǎǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ  IŜ 
ǎŀȅǎ άŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘέ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƛǘ Φέ ¢he idea that God takes his own commandments 
so lightly, or that he would ever consider disobedience to his word a άgoodέ thing, is an assault on 
his character, and downplays the deadly consequences of sin. 
 

 

C. Our Life on Earth.  When we come to earth, we are unable to remember our pre-
existent life.  The goal of our life on earth is to experience life with imperfect, mortal 

bodies.  We will experience joy, but will also be subjected to temptation, suffering, sin, and 
ultimately physical death.  In the process, we hope to grow and learn to make right choices.  This 
ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎΦ 
 

Mormonism rejects the idea of original sin, or the biblical teaching that sin is something 
that infects us as a result of the Fall (see Romans 5:12).  Throughout the Bible, sin is 
associated with death, and death with sin.  We are mortal not by some pre-ordained 

design, but because of sin.  We all will die because we all are sinners.  The wages of sin is death 
(Romans 6:23).  However, in Mormonism, our life of mortality (and death) is a rite of passage that 
is a necessary ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜȄŀƭǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ 
to fix.  It takes the focus off the real nature of our problem (sin) and in so doing, de-emphasizes 
the solution (Jesus). 
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D.  The Atonement.  Jesus Christ was chosen to be our Savior and Redeemer.  He 
came to earth as the literal son of God in the flesh.  Because of his sacrifice, our lives will 

not end with our physical death.  If it had not been for the atonement of Jesus Christ, our lives 
would end forever upon our mortal death.  However, because of the atonement, we will be 
resurrectedτour spirits will be reunited with our bodies.  And if we accept him through faith, 
repentance, baptism by immersion, the gift of the Holy Ghost, and faithfully keeping his 
commandments to the end, then we can earn forgiveness for our sins and become worthy to 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ 
 

A couple of things to note.  First, ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘέ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  God (a man of flesh) was the biological father of Jesus, 
who was conceived of Mary in the same natural, sexual way any other baby is 

conceived.   Second, note ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀǘƻƴŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
resurrected.  Without it, our journey would end in the grave.  In the Bible, the resurrection of the 
dead iǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƛŜŘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦ  All will be resurrected--some to eternal life, and some to 
eternal condemnation (John 5:29).  Returning to life to face judgment ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦ  At 
judgment, Jesus will stand on our behalf, if we have embraced him in this life.  And third, 
according to Mormon teaching, the forgiveness of sins is conditional upon our fulfilling the 
requirements of the Mormon ƎƻǎǇŜƭ όǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ƛƴ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ [Ŝǎǎƻƴ оΦύ 

 
 

E.  The Spirit World.  Upon our death, the spirits of all people go to the Spirit World.  
Our condition in the Spirit World is dependent upon our life in our earthly existence.  

Those who obeyed the gospel will live in peace and joy; those who were disobedient will live in 
unhappiness.  EǾŜƴ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ όƻǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
have a chance to hear).  We will remain in the spirit world until the resurrection, when our 
spirits and our bodies will be reunited. 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ άƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘŀƴƪέ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛrits between death and resurrection is seen as a place of 
rest and happiness for faithful Mormons, and a place of torment for everyone else.  In 
aƻǊƳƻƴ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άtŀǊŀŘƛǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘ tǊƛǎƻƴέ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ these terms will be used by your missionaries.  In theory, those Mormons 
ƛƴ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ {ǇƛǊƛǘ tǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƻǳƭǎ 
an opportunity to hear and receive the Mormon gospel.  The Spirit World is oǳǊ άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜέ 
to get things right before a final, permanent eternal destiny is assigned to us.  Mormons will 
sometimes defend the idea of the Spirit World with the passage in 1 Peter 3, where there is a 
mention of Jesus vƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƛǊƛǘǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦέ  While the meaning behind that passage is 
ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴȅ support for the doctrine as taught in Mormonism. 

 
 

F.  Resurrection, Judgment, and Immortality.  When our spirits and bodies are 
reunited at resurrection, we will be ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ  !ƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 

immortal at this point, righteous and wicked alike.  But Eternal Life (exaltation) is only given to 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ  9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƛƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
know DƻŘ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅΦέ8 
 

                                                             
8 Ibid., p. 53. 
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According to the Bible, we all will  face judgment, the righteous and wicked alike.  And 
strictly speaking, eternal life will ōŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ άƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭέΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
biblical idea oŦ άƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭέ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎέ (see John 6:27-29).  The 

Mormon idea ƻŦ άƻōŜȅ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭέ ƛǎ άkeep ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳΦέ  The 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜέ ƛǎ also ǇǊƻōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ мтΥоΥ  άAnd 
this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘΦέ  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎέ or becoming a god.  Eternal life as the Bible teaches it, is 
the surpassing Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ; he is the fulfillment of our deepest longings and 
desires.  Mormonism talks about άǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣέ but the real goal is to be like 
God, living in eternal families, and presiding as gods over new worlds.  {ƛƳǇƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ Ŝƴƻugh for themΧǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƛŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ 
the Bible is so much bigger and more awesome and beautiful than the Mormon concept of 
Heavenly FatherΦ !ǎ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ aƻǊƳƻƴ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ά²Ŝ ǎƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ DƻŘ ǎƘƻǊǘΦέ 

 
 

G.  Kingdoms of Glory.  God will reward us according to our works and our desires.  
Those who repented, received the ordinances, and obeyed the gospel will go to the 

celestial kingdom, and become like God, and receive the fullness of joy.  Honorable people who 
did not live the gospel will live in the terrestrial kingdom.  Unrepentant people who persisted in 
sin will receive the lowest, or telestial kingdom. 
 

.ŜǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǇƛŎǳƻǳǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ άhǳǘŜǊ 5ŀǊƪƴŜǎǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ 
of judgment, the ǘƘǊŜŜ άƪƛƴƎŘƻƳǎ ƻŦ ƎƭƻǊȅέ όǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ 
ƎƭƻǊȅέύ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ōŀǎƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ŀ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 

ƛǘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƘŜŀǊ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǳƎht 
ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǘƘƛǊŘ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мнΥм-3).  You might also hear a reference in 1 
/ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мрΥпм ǘƻ άƻƴŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎΧέ 
which is often used to describe the differing glories of the celestial, terrestrial, and telestial 
kingdoms.  But a quick look at the context of either of these passages (and we recommend you 
examine them) will show that this is not in reference to three kingdoms of heaven.  (See 
άIŜŀǾŜƴέ in the glossary for more discussion of this.) 
 
¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΩǎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ trusted ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ όǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ 
ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎύ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ όǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
works) receive eternal condemnation.  But in Mormonism, our station in the afterlife is 
determined by how we have performedτƻǳǊ άǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎέΦ  Lǘ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΧƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άōŀǊέ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ 
ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅΚ  LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭƭ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƳƻƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ άŘƻƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘέ without any ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άōŜǎǘέ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ  It seems like a 
ŎǊǳŜƭ ǘǊƛŎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ άƭƻǾƛƴƎέ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  /ƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ biblical 
Christianity, in which our eternal destiny is based entirely on what Jesus has done, not what we 
have done. 
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What is Missing from the Missionary Lesson on the Plan of 
Salvation 

 

ά¢ƘŜ .ŀŘ tƭŀŎŜǎέ   
 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇƛǊƛǘ tǊƛǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ hǳǘŜǊ 5ŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ mentioned.  This is less about shielding 
you from unpleasant topics, and more about keeping you focused on what really matters 
(according to them).  Outer Darkness ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ player since nearly everyone is going 
to receive some degree of heaven.  It is reserved for those who enjoyed the full benefits of living 
the Mormon gospel, who participated in the temple rituals, and who turned away and became 
apostates. 
 
This does raise some natural questions, though.  Jesus was pretty explicit in his statements 
concerning hell (or outer darkness).  So why does this appear to not be part of the Mormon 
picture?  Jesus spoke of the sheep and the goats at judgment (Matthew 25:31-46); he spoke of a 
narrow gate to life and a highway to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14); even in the often-quoted 
verses John 3:16-18Σ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ άǇŜǊƛǎƘƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ άŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŀǘƛƻƴέ; what does that mean?   
If a Mormon says that these refer only ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ 
story in Luke 16 about the Rich Man and Lazarus.  In that story, the both men died, and the rich 
Ƴŀƴ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ [ŀȊŀǊǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ rich man 
called out and pleaded with Abraham to send Lazarus over to give him aid.  But Abraham 
refused and ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛȄŜŘ ŎƘŀǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘs the idea 
that someone in paradise could cross over to help those in spirit prison.  
 
Hell and judgment are uncomfortable topicsΧǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ.  But WŜǎǳǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƘȅ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
talking about it.  {ƻ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ 
hell. 
 

The Origin of Heavenly Father 
 
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά!ǎ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ DƻŘ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŀǎΧέ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
missionary discussions.  They realize that this is an offensive teaching for biblically-minded 
Christians.   
 
But instead of pouncing on them with the blasphemous Lorenzo Snow couplet, it would be 
better to ask some open-ended questions about where Heavenly Father came from.  Has he 
always been God?  What did he do to become God?  They may not give a complete answer, and 
ƛŦ ƴƻǘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ and put them on the defense.  
 

Temples 
 
Even though the temples are an essential part of exaltation and eternal life, they are not 
discussed in the missionary lessons, at least not at first.  This is because the temples, and what 
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Baptism of children and new (living) 
members into the church are NOT 
performed in the temple; instead they 
are performed elsewhere in baptismal 
fonts, or anywhere that complete 
immersion is possible. 

goes on in them, are considered sacred.9  Mormons take vows to not discuss it with anyoneτ
not even people who have experienced the temple ceremonies, and especially not with people 
who have never been.   
 
The primary rituals performed in the temple are 
baptisms for the dead (usually performed by youth in a 
special part of the temple); the endowment ceremony, 
which is the induction into deeper Mormonism, and 
how one becomes a so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘŜƳǇƭŜ aƻǊƳƻƴΦέ  ¢Ƙis 
ritual is said to prepare participants to become άƪƛƴƎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜŜƴǎέ in the celestial kingdom.  Finally, there is celestial marriage, in which couples are 
άǎŜŀƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜǘŜǊƴƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ then automatically sealed to 
the parents in the eternal family. Celestial marriage is necessary for exaltation. (Originally, plural 
ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŎŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭΣέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅ ǿŀǎ 
necessary for exaltation. This changed, however, in the early 1900s when the LDS Church gave 
up thŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ άŎŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƳƻƴƻƎŀƳƻǳǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΦύ  Both 
the endowment ceremony and the marriage ceremony can also be performed for the dead by 
proxy, in the same way baptisms for the dead are performed. 
 
Because the temple rituals are considered sacred, we strongly urge you not to pursue a line of 
discussion about them.  5ƻƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜΦ  !ǘ 
the most you might say (respectfully)Σ άL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ Ǝƻes on in the temples is 
considered sacred, and I respect that, but can you share with me as much as you are allowed to 
talk about?έ  !ƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
hǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ ŀǊŜΣ ά/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǿ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
temples?έ ŀƴŘ άIƻǿ Řƻ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ aƻǊƳƻƴ ǘŜƳǇƭŜǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΚέ   
 
The reason that these questions may be relevant is that there are a number of references to 
temples in the Book of MormonΧbut their descriptions bear no resemblance to the modern 
Mormon temples.  TheǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άƭƛƪŜ ǳƴǘƻ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΩǎ 
ǘŜƳǇƭŜΣέ though no mention of animal sacrifices or other rituals we read about in the Old 
Testament.  The Book of Mormon implies that they functioned more like meeting houses for the 
ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ aƻǊƳƻƴ ǘŜƳǇƭŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
rituals, not meetings.  There is no mention of any temple ceremony (Jewish or Mormon) in the 
Book of Mormon.   
 
 
 
 
 

                                                             
9 If you really want to learn more about what goes on in the temples, there are some reliable sources online that 
share this information.  BUT REMEMBER:  this information is considered sacred to Mormons.  Use this only for your 
own information.  If you demonǎǘǊŀǘŜ άƛƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǊƳƻƴǎΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
very offensive.  One reliable source of information is found in the άaƻǊƳƻƴǎ Lƴ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴέ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ 
the Institute for Religious Research: http://mit.irr.org/mormon -temple-endowment-ceremony.  

http://mit.irr.org/mormon-temple-endowment-ceremony
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******************************************************************************  

Lesson 3:  The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
 
This third lesson ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άǎŜŀƭέΧ this is usually the last of the lessons 

ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ, unless you agree to get baptized and Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ό!ƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ άƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴέ ƻǊ Ƙƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
deeper stuff.  Your relationship with them needs to be built on honesty and sincerity.) 
 
At first glance, the Mormon άgƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ might have a faint ring of the biblical gospel. 
!ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ discerning 
Christian ears will recognize the flaws pretty quickly.  And so we want to help you hone your 
discernment.  In addition, the day-to-day reality of living (or trying to live) the Mormon gospel 
has some disturbing problems, which we will look at. 
 
The Mormon gospel looks a lot like a sales contract.  If you think of these gospel requirements 
ŀǎ άŎƭŀǳǎŜǎέ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŀƭŜǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƛȄ clausesτone which outlines what 
Jesus will do for you; but this clause is contingent on the other five, which outline what you do 
for Jesus (in theory) or the LDS Church (in reality).  

 

Part 1:  Through Christ We Can Be Cleansed from Sin.  Since we all have sinned, 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

can return to Heavenly Father.  Jesus, through his Atonement and Resurrection, grants all 
people resurrection (reuniting body and spirit) to stand in judgment before Heavenly Father.  At 
this point, since Jesus ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ Heavenly Father can grant mercy, 
withhold punishment, and allow us back into his presence.  But this is not unconditional.  He did 
not eliminate our responsibility.   
 

LǘΩǎ true that Jesus paid the penalty for our sin, and took care of the sin obstacle which 
ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ  And most Christians would argue that we are 
not free of the responsibility to strive after holiness.  However, according to this 

άƎƻǎǇŜƭΣέ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ, but not necessarily forgiveness. That is 
contingent on our obedience to the Mormon gospelτǘƻ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  {ƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
forgiveness only works in our favor once we have qualified for it. 
 
Ironically, Mormons will still sometimes call this arrangement άǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ.έ This is a 
misnomer, because in this ŎŀǎŜ άǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ (the free gift), but not 
forgiveness and eternal life. 
 
 

Part 2:  Faith in Jesus Christ.  We must believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten 
Son of God, and Savior and Redeemer of the world.  Through his grace and mercy, we 

can return to live with Heavenly Father.  We also must strive to obey his commandments.  We 
work hard as we can to be more like him.  Even though we will make mistakes, we are 
constantly striving to obey him, praying for strength to avoid temptation and sin.  He blesses us 
when we obey God. 
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This sounds almost right; as followers of Jesus Christ, our objective is to please him in all 
we do and imitate him, even though we also know that we will fall short of that.  The 
problem with this Mormon teaching, however, is that the emphasis is on our striving 

and obedience and not on his grace through the completed work on the cross.  LǘΩǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ WŜǎǳǎ 
made a down payment for yoǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊǘƎŀƎŜ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
 
So it raises the questions:  Hƻǿ ōƛƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǊǘƎŀƎŜέΚ  Iow much striving is 
άenough?έ  What is the bar that we have to pass?  How Ƴŀƴȅ άƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎέ are we allowed 
before we are deemed unworthy of his forgiveness?  How strong must our obedience, striving, 
and desire be in order to satisfy Heavenly Father, and how is that measured?  Many ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΣ άDƻŘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦέ  CŀƛǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ but ƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎǊǳŜƭ ǘǊƛŎƪ to dangle the promise 
of eternal life before us, but be unclear about whether we can expect to attain it. So many 
Mormons are left with nothing better than άTry your hardest and hope for the bestΦέ  
 
This is why the biblical ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΦ  WŜǎǳǎΩ completed work on the cross is the covering for 
all our sin and shortcomingsτincluding our failure to obey.  IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ άǊŜŦƛƴŀƴŎŜέ ƻǳǊ ŘŜōǘΤ he 
paid it entirely.  Mormons ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳƛǎŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŎe as a άlicense to 
sin,έ or to be lazy about doing good works.  But WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ not a license to sin, nor does 
it prompt us to take our sin lightly.  Just the opposite!  If we have been transformed by His grace, 
then seeking holiness and obedience becomes a ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǳǘǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
completed work on our behalf.  And when we fail, it grieves us because we know it grieves him.  
Yet the difference isτand it is a huge differenceτin the midst of our failures, we can remain 
confident in his promise to never forsake us, because we know that we are judged not by our 
worthiness (for we are all unworthy), but by whether we have put all our hope and trust in Jesus 
to forgive us.  This confidence, this assurance, this rest, is not enjoyed by Mormons. 
 

 

Part 3: Repentance.  Repentance means to change our thoughts, beliefs, and 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  ²Ŝ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ IŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴΣ 
confess it to God, are remorseful of it, and change our behavior, and do all we can to make 
restitution for damages caused by our past sin.  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ŀƴȅ άǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎέ ǎƛƴǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
authorized Church leaders. Genuine, perfect repentance is the permanent putting away of sin.  
Even though we may continue to sin, we must strive to correct our transgression and develop 
Christ-like qualities. 
 

First, what the missionaries will share with you appears close to the biblical picture of 
repentance.  Repentance is ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
ways are right, and our ways are wrong, and it does cause a change in our attitude 

and behavior to conform to that which pleases God.  However, in the Bible, repentance is often 
referred to as a gift granted by God (e.g. Acts 11:18, 2 Timothy 2:25) and not a product of sheer 
willpower and striving.  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΩ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ Ƙƛƴǘ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ άǿƛƎƎƭŜ ǊƻƻƳέ ŦƻǊ 
imperfection, this is not entirely faithful to Mormon teaching.  Real aƻǊƳƻƴ άǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ŀ 
more difficult matter. One of the previous Mormon prophets stated, 
 

Your Heavenly Father has promised forgiveness upon total repentance and meeting all 
the requirements, but that forgiveness is not granted merely for the asking. There must 
be worksτmany worksτand an all-ƻǳǘΣ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ψŀ 
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ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛǘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦΩ It depends upon you whether or not you are 
forgiven, and when.10   

 
In other words, there is no forgiveness apart from complete cessation of all sin and perfect 
obedience to the requirements of Mormonism.  Anything less than this may disqualify you from 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ  (This teaching, and many others like it, have been the source of untold secret 
despair among many Mormons honestly striving to please Godτbecause deep down, they know 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǳǇ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΦύ 
 
Note also the exhƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ άǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛƴǎέ ǘƻ ŀn authorized Church leader (usually 
the bishop of your congregation).  In theory, this is to receive help in overcoming a sin problem.  
In reality, the result is typically less favorable. Bishops are unpaid volunteers, and most have little 
or no training in counseling ƻǊ άǇŀǎǘƻǊƛƴƎΦέ  While some bishops may be caring and 
compassionate by nature, these qualities are not prerequisites, nor are they particularly common.  
Nevertheless, their decisions are ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΦέ They are allowed broad discretion in 
dealing with confessed sin, and many of their decisions seem arbitrary, and often more punitive 
than restorative.  There is a real danger that the confession of a άseriousέ sin (usually this means 
a sexual sin) could result ƛƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŜȄŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴτeven if the person has ceased the sin, is 
sufficiently remorseful and penitent, and is doing all they can to bring their life back into order.  
So naturally, many who are sincerely and humbly seeking help in dealing with a sin issue are 
reluctant to confess, because there is little confidence that their situation will be treated with 
respect, love, grace, or even confidentiality.  But even more seriously, their bishop effectively has 
the power to withhold eternal life from them. 

 
 

Part 4. Baptism, Our First Covenant. Baptism is a sacred ordinance, or covenant, 
between the believer and God.  It must be performed by total immersion, and by 

someone who holds the proper priesthood authority.  It is symbolic of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus, and our own putting away of the old life and taking on the new life.  Once 
this covenant with God is made, it puts us under a strong obligation to obey his commands. It is 
a saving ordinance, meaning that no one can enter the kingdom of God without water baptism. 
It is a prerequisite to becoming a member of the LDS Church.  God promises to be with us as we 
keep his commandments. After baptism, we remember our covenants through taking the 
weekly sacrament, which is also a commandment.  TƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ άƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦέ11 Generally, children are not baptized until they are eight years 
ƻƭŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ άŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ 
 

While ƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ water baptism is an important outward expression of our 
identification with Jesus, his death and resurrection, it is not, in itself, a άŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘέ 
that we make with God, nor is the water ritual something that contributes to 

salvation.  (See more discussion on Baptism in the glossary) 
 
The statement that God will be with us as we keep his commandments has a negative, unspoken 
corollary: ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ depart from us when we fail.  (If this were indeed the 
case, then what hope would there be for any of us?) 
 

                                                             
10

 Spencer W. Kimball, The Miracle of Forgiveness, p. 324, emphasis added. 
11 Preach My Gospel: A Guide to Missionary Service, p. 64. 
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¢ƘŜ aƻǊƳƻƴ άǎŀcramentέ is considered a weekly renewal of the covenants we made at our 
baptism.  In form, it vaguely resembles a Christian communion, except it consists of bread and 
water, not wine or grape juice.12  Its meaning is also different.  Sacramental communion in 
historic Christianity is not a renewal of covenants ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƻǊǘƘȅΣέ 
but rather, a remembrance and celebration of the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf. 
 

 

Part 5:  The Gift of the Holy Ghost.  Baptism by water must be followed by receiving 
the Gift of the Holy Ghost.  After baptism, one or more members of the priesthood will 

ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
gift of the Holy Ghost.  If we remain worthy, the Holy Ghost will remain with us to continually 
ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎΣ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ joy and warn us 
of danger.  The authority to confer the Holy Ghost was lost for centuries due to apostasy, but 
ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ [5{ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ13 
 

Perhaps one of the most troubling aspects of this teaching is that the priesthood 
authority is ǘƘŜ άƎŀǘŜƪŜŜǇŜǊέ of the Holy Ghost (or Holy Spirit).  According to the Bible, 
the Holy Spirit dwells in ALL true believers in Jesus Christ (e.g., John 7:39, Romans 8:9), 

and while there are references in the book of Acts where the Holy Spirit fills a person with the 
laying on of hands, this was not a universal formula or ritual. God has the prerogative to place his 
Holy Spirit on whomever he chooses (which he made abundantly clear in the account of Peter and 
Cornelius, in Acts 10).  Another troubling aspect of this teaching is that our personal worthiness is 
a prerequisite for the Holy Spirit remaining with us.  Many Mormons fear that if they stumble 
badly enough, they Ǌƛǎƪ άƻŦŦŜƴŘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀǿŀȅΦ 
 
 

Part 6: Endure to the End.  Once we have professed faith in Christ, repented, been 
ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ άŜȄŜǊǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘέ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ 

to all his commands throughout our life, and strive to remain free of sin every day of the rest of 
our lives, and only by doing this will we qualify for eternal life. 
 

The Bible does talk about endurance (e.g., Matthew 24:13, Mark 13:13, Hebrews 12:1).  
However, this is all about remaining in Christ, from whom comes our power to live holy 
lives.  He is the one that keeps us (Jude 1:24) and who will complete the work in us 

(Philippians 1:6).  But in Mormonism, the responsibility lies squarely on our shoulders.  It raises 
the same question as beforeτhow do we know if we measure up?  5ƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άŜȄŜǊǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘέ ŀƭƭ the time?  5ƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Řƻ άŀƭƭ that ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ we must do in 2 Nephi 
25:23?  LŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΧnƻΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  We may desire to be free from sin, we may strive to break 
free from it, and we may even be able to modify our behavior to a certain extent.  But the ugly 
core of our sinful nature is a condition that only Jesus can fix. We are wholly dependent upon him 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ άŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ άŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳΦ  aƻǊƳƻƴ ŜƴŘǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
unrelenting pursuit of self-perfection, which will only result in deep frustration and despair, and in 
the end, failure. 

                                                             
12  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŘŜǇƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƭƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΣ ƛǘ is curious that this symbol 
was removed from the Mormon sacrament. (The unavoidable irony is that while Jesus turned water into 
wine, Mormons have turned it back into water!) 
13 Doctrine & Covenants Section 1, verse 30. 
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******************************************************************************  

Lessons 4 and 5. 
 

²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀǘ 
least not in full.  Lesson four ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ once 
the investigator has made a commitment to be baptized and join the church.  It consists of the 
moral law and behaviors that Mormonism teaches are necessary for remaining a member in 
good standing.  Lesson five ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά[ŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŎŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ 
only after baptism, and it touches on some (but not all) of the deeper doctrines of Mormonism, 
as well as some administrative instructions. 
 

Lesson 4: The Commandments 
 

1.  Pray Often.  Mormonism teaches that there are certain correct formulas for prayers, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ άǊŜǾŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣέ (referring to God as άǘƘŜŜέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘƻǳέ, 
etc.), and ending prayers with the tag, άLƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƳŜƴΦέ 
 

2.  Study the Scriptures.  MormonismΩǎ άǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎέ ƻǊ άǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪǎέ are The Book of 
Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, the Pearl of Great Price, and the Bible (King James).  The 
Bible is generally given less importance than the three unique Mormon scriptures. 
 

3.  Keep the Sabbath Day Holy.  In Mormonism, Sunday is the Sabbath day.  We keep the 
Sabbath holy by attending church, refraining from work, from commerce (no shopping or eating 
out), or worldly recreation. 
 

4.  Follow the Prophet.  Since we acknowledge that God speaks through the living prophet, 
we must obey what he says. 
 

5.  Follow the Ten Commandments (see Exodus 20:3-17). 
 

6. Live the Law of Chastity.  Chastity is strict abstinence from any sexual activity outside of 
monogamous, one-man/one-woman marriageΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ 
marriage. 
 

7.  Obey the Word of Wisdom.  This refers to the Mormon dietary restrictions.  Since our 
bodies are sacred, they should be treated with respect.  Therefore, we are to seek out healthy 
foods, and we do not use harmful substances, such as alcohol, tobacco, tea, and coffee, or any 
illegal or harmful drugs in any form. 
 

8.  Keep the Law of Tithing.  Tithing refers to giving ten percent of our income to the LDS 
Church.  The funds from tithing are used for the building and sustaining of Church facilities and 
activities. 
 

9.  Observe the Law of the Fast.  This refers to the practice of foregoing two consecutive 
meals, once a month (usually around ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ! άŦŀǎǘ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎέ όin the 
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amount you would normally ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜύ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦ 
 

 
Lesson 5:  Laws and Ordinances 
 

1.  Priesthood and Auxiliaries.  The priesthood (Aaronic and Melchizedek) is to be conferred 
on all worthy males.  Various weekday programs for youth and adults (men and women) are 
also an expected part of the ongoing life of Mormon membership. 
 

2.  Missionary Work.  All members are expected to do all they can to support missionary 
work, praying for them, praying for non-members, etc.  All worthy males from age 18 are 
expected to serve two-year missions.  Women 19 and older are also allowed, but not required to 
serve on missions.  There are also mission opportunities for retired couples. 
 

3.  Eternal Marriage.  Eternal marriage is an important part of the plan of salvation, and in 
sustaining the most basic unit of the church, ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ άŜǘŜǊƴŀƭέ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
sealed by an authorized priesthood holder in the temple.  Eternal Marriage is necessary for 
exaltation. 
 

4.  Temples and Family History.  Mormons do genealogy in order to identify deceased family 
members (and others) who never had the opportunity to be baptized into Mormonism.  The 
temple, then, becomes the means for these dead family members to be baptized by proxy 
(baptism for the dead).  The endowment ceremonies and eternal marriage sealings can also be 
done on behalf of the dead in the temple. 
 

5. Service.  All members are expected to perform some type of volunteer service in the 
aƻǊƳƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎŀƭƭƛƴƎǎέΦ  Usually the bishop or other higher 
ecclesiastical leader will appoint a person to perform a particular duty.  These duties include 
housekeeping, άƘƻƳŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎέ όǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅύΣ teaching Sunday 
School, administrative tasks, leadership positions in various auxiliaries, and positions of 
ecclesiastical authority and others. These tŀǎƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅΧōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΦέ 
 
 
 

The Temple Recommend 
 
aƻǊŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ aƻǊƳƻƴ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
temple.  Once  you have been a Mormon in good standing for at least one year, 
you are eligible to go before your bishop and stake president (another 
ŜŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳύ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ά¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 
Recommend.έ The Temple Recommend is actually a physical form of 

identification that is required for entry into the temple.  The Temple Recommend is generally 
good for two years, after which time you must re-qualify. 
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The qualification involves an interview in which your ecclesiastical leaders will ask you if you 
uphold the tenets of Mormonism (Faith in Christ, the validity of the LDS Church as the only true 
church, the validity of Joseph Smith as the prophet of the restoration, and the validity of the 
current living prophet, etc.).  They will also ask if you are following the Commandments (Word 
of Wisdom, Law of Chastity, whether you are paying a full tithe, etc.).  You will also be 
questioned about other areas of conduct, and whether you άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƻǊ ŀƎǊŜŜ 
ǿƛǘƘέ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [5{ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘese 
questions to the satisfaction of the bishop and stake president, you are granted a Temple 
Recommend, at which point you may enter the temple and begin the process of learning about 
the temple ceremonies, the covenants you must make there, and their meanings. 
 
You will also be instructed to not discuss any of the ceremonies with anyone outside the 
templeτnot even with people who have already gone through the temple.  These ceremonies, 
rituals, and teachings are considered so sacred that they cannot be discussed outside the walls 
of the temple itself.  Until 1990, they actually swore blood oaths not to reveal anything that 
went on in the temple.   
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ муΥнлΥ  άI have spoken openly to the 
world. I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. I 
have said nothing in secret.έ  !ƴŘ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ млΥнтΣ άWhat I tell you in the dark, say in the light, 
and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.έ   
 
When challengŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǊŜŎȅΣ aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ άǎŀŎǊŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘΦέ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎΣ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ are secret.  But those things most sacred to 
authentic Christianity are the very things we must not keep a secret! 
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4.   The problem    

       with pies  
 
This module is the one that many ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 
to approach with the most caution!  This is where we discuss some of the problems with 
aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŎƭŀƛƳǎΦ  This is where many well-meaning people begin in their discussions 
with Mormons.  And unfortunately, those discussions often end thereτabruptly and painfullyτ
as a result.  So consider this the first of several warnings! 
 
One thing that sets Mormonism apart from most other religions is that a lot of its truth claims 
can be tested against empirical evidence.  Many other religions make ethereal and spiritual 
claims that fall outside the ability of science and history to prove or disprove.  But this is not the 
case with Mormonism.  The problems are widespread and systemic, and have filled many books 
and articles over the years.  It actually makes Mormonism an embarrassingly easy target for 
critics. 
 
But you absolutely must ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǘŀǊƎŜǘέ mentality. 
 
So why re-hash all this?  Because we cannot emphasize enough that there are no silver bullets. 
Be extra-cautious to avoid this mindset.  So with that in mind, we have carefully selected a few 
άƛǎǎǳŜǎέ in two categories: 1) Book of Mormon issues, and 2) Joseph Smith issues.  Each issue is 
chosen based on the following criteria: 
 

1.  It must appeal to common sense.  That is, ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ heavy-duty 
academic, scientific, theological, or historical sources in order to back up your point.  (All 
that would do is pit your sources against theirs.)  Instead, these are intended to engage 
basic critical thinking.  
 
нΦ  Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ άaƻǊƳƻƴ-ǎŀŦŜέ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ  If you have to appeal to 
any source material, it has to be easily accessible, and considered reliable and safe by 
Mormons. 

 
3.  It must focus on the core issues.  We steer away from sensational (and sensitive) 
issues like άƳŀƎƛŎ underwear,έ ǎŀǘŀƴƛŎ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎΣ CǊŜŜƳŀǎƻƴǊȅΣ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ near 
Kolob, etc.  While these may be real ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝŀƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ in our 
discussions, and will only make Mormons defensive. 

 
4.  It must lend itself to further investigation.  The purpose of these issues is not to put 
missionaries on the spot and force them to defend themselves, but rather to raise 
questions that get them thinking and investigating on their own.  Remember, what you 
are doing is planting seeds.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
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discussions.  Sƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǿŜŀr them down with logic and 
reason.  Those seeds may not bear fruit for months, or even years. But when they do, 
they could be instrumental in their journey out of Mormonism.   
 
 

¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƳƻǊŜ άǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜέ ǿŜ came up with a mnemonic device in the form of an acrostic: 

ά!tt[9 tL9{Φέ  Each letter stands for one issue you can bring up in your conversations.  The 
order is not important; each of these issues can stand on its ownΦ  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
have an opportunity to present more than a couple of them in your discussions, anyway.  Just 
have them in your hip pocket, and to bring them out depending on where your discussion goes. 
  
The word ά!tt[9έ will represent some Book of Mormon problems, and with άtL9{έ we will look 
at some Joseph Smith problems. 
 
 

APPLE: 
 

A stands for Apostasy. 
 
By now you should be familiar with the so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǇƻǎǘŀǎȅΣέ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
the apostles died, the priesthood authority was taken from the earth and everything fell apart, 
spiritually speaking.  As a result, key doctrines were changed and removed, churches became 
ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ōŜƘŀƭŦ 
ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅΧǳƴǘƛƭ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ 
called by God to restore everything, some 18 
centuries later. 
 
This is one reason we want you to accept their free 
Book of Mormon on their first visit, and read the first 
14 or so chapters of the first book, called First Nephi 
όǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ άb99-ŦȅŜέύΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ άōƻƻƪǎέ 
that make up The Book of Mormon.   
 
The Book of First Nephi tells the story of a family of 
Israelites who, led by a vision from God, left 
Jerusalem around 600 BC, and sailed for the 
Americas.  They would eventually grow into a great 
nation, the remnants of which exist today as Native 
Americans.  The first 14 chapters of First Nephi tell 
about part of the journey, but more importantly, they 
contain visions and prophesies that the main 
character, Nephi, a righteous man, supposedly 
received from the Lord, including the άapostasyέ and 
άŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻƳƛƴŀōƭŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 

 The Book of Mormon is 
arranged in a similar fashion to the Bibleτit 
ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άōƻƻƪǎέ of varying length, 
each of which is broken down into chapters 
and verses. The Book of Mormon contains a 
lot of so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎ,έ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ 
written down before the events in question 
took placeΧǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
life, and even the colonization of the 
Americas by Europeans.  Now, these 
prophecies would be remarkable if the Book 
of Mormon really did pre-date those 
άǇǊƻǇƘŜǎƛŜŘέ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ But if the Book of 
Mormon is a product of the 19th century, as 
the evidence suggests, then these 
άǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎέ could hardly be called 
prophecies, since they were things that 
Joseph Smith would have already known 
about. 



 
Missionary  911 MANUAL                                                                                                  - 41 - 
 

ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜnce to all churches except the One True Church. 
 
Make no mistake; the so-called άGreat Apostasyέ is not historical.  CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
to have a history degree to talk about it.  You can challenge the notion of the Great Apostasy on 
its face, by identifying its implications and fatal flaws. 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ take-away:  To accept the Great Apostasy means we have to accept ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
apostles, who had been given authority by Jesus to proclaim His Kingdom to the ends of the 
earth, were an abysmal failure. 
  
They went to their deaths without ever bothering to raise up a new generation of apostles to 
carry ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ.έ  Remember, in the Mormon mindset, no salvation can 
exist apart from the priesthood authority.  So this is a big deal.  This is a massive failure.  The 
means of eternal life was completely taken from the earth.  And ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
apostles.  It would also implicate Jesus himself.  He either failed to properly train his apostles 
while on Earth, or he chose the wrong people for the job, or he neglected them entirely, leaving 
them to their own devices, never guiding or sustaining them in the work they were doing.  And 
that promise to be with them άǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нуΥнлύΚ  !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
keep his word. 
 
Historic Christianity has always maintained that God supernaturally preserves His people 
through the ages.  Not through organizations, or priesthood authority, but through the Holy 
Spirit, who resides in every true follower of Jesus.  The rise and fall of empires and 
organizations, and the twists and turns of history and human events are not an obstacle for him.  
He knows his own, and he is able to lead and guide all his people, personally, individually, and 
corporately. To accept the Mormon teaching of the Great Apostasy is to accept that God is 
somehow limited by the human structure of the priesthood, and can be thwarted by the events 
of history that seem to take him by surprise.  And it makes Jesus out to be a very poor manager.   
 
{ƻ ǘƘŜ άDǊŜŀǘ !Ǉƻǎǘŀǎȅέ ōŜƎǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Why did Jesus stand by and watch his 
church fall into ruin?  Why did he permit the apostles to be killed off before they had a chance 
to pass on the priesthood?  Was he unable to help them?  Or unwilling?  What does that say 
about his power or his character?  Why did he break his promise that the gates of hell would not 
ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мсΥмуύΚ  hǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ όWƻƘƴ 
15:16)?  And why would Jesus send the apostles out to make disciples with his authority 
(Matthew 28:18-20) and promise them the power of the Holy Spirit to witness to the whole 
earth (Acts 1:8)?  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΧǿƘȅ would God allow his beloved children to languish in unbelief, 
cut off from eternal life, for almost two thousand years, before putting things back in order 
through Joseph Smith?   
 
The Great Apostasy is not just a story of human failure; itΩǎ a story of DƻŘΩǎ failure. 
 
Okay.  Even though we present these issues bluntly for you, you need to handle them gently and 
ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ άǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦέ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŘƛŀƭƻƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƳŜέ 
language that we mentioned earlier.  You are putting the problem on yourself, not dumping it 
on themΦ  !ƭƭ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǎƪƛƴg for some help in resolving your dilemma. 
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You:  hƪŀȅΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘŀǎȅΣ Ƙƻǿ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
fell apart after the apostles died, right? 

 

Missionary:  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 
 

You:  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ 
 

Missionary: ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘΚ 
 

You:  Well, my understanding about Jesus is that as the Son of God, he knows all things and can 
do all things.  I mean, he created the earth, he atoned for our sins, and made a way for us to be 
with Heavenly Father, right?  (Right.)  Well, iǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
that he would allow the apostasy to happen in the first place.  If he wanted his church to remain 
intact, and the priesthood authority is the only way to do that, it seems to me that he would 
somehow guide the apostles to pass on their authority to new people so that the church could 
continue, instead of lie in ruins for 1800 years. ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ  
What are your thoughts on that? 

 
However they respond, reŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎƭȅΦ  LǘΩǎ ŘƻǳōǘŦǳƭ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  Your goal is to raise the question, not arrive at a conclusion.  
Thƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜΦ  
 
 

 

P-P stands for Plain and Precious. 
 

The phrase may sound strange, but it is a well-known phrase from the Book of Mormon.  In 1st 
Nephi 13:26 and 28, it reads:  
 

(Verse 26): And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews 
unto the Gentiles, thou seest the formation of that great and abominable church, which is most 
abominable above all other churches; for behold, they have taken away from the gospel of the 
Lamb many parts which are plain and most precious; and also many covenants of the Lord have 
they taken away. (Verse 28): Wherefore, thou seest that after the book hath gone forth through 
the hands of the great and abominable church, that there are many plain and precious things 
taken away from the book, which is the book of the Lamb of God.  

 
To paraphrase the passage, those who were sent out from the twelve apostles ended up 
establishing a corrupted church, and it was corrupt because they had no priesthood authority, 
and so many ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ άplain and precious thingsέ were changed or 
removed from ǘƘŜ άōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳō ƻŦ DƻŘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ a reference to the Bible.   
 
Now, there are solid, historical reasons why we can have confidence that the Bible we have 
today is a faithful, accurate copy of the Bible that was first penned.  The science of textual 
criticism bears that out, and if you want to delve more deeply into that, there are some 
excellent resources (check out our Suggested Reading & Online Resources section)Φ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 



 
Missionary  911 MANUAL                                                                                                  - 43 - 
 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƭŜƳƳŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ όgently!) set before the missionaries. If the Book of 
Mormon is the restoration of the gospel, then what exactly was missing that got restored 
through it? 
 
Now, iǘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎέ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘose things that 
aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ άŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘΦ  Things like 
eternal progression, celestial marriage, baptism for the dead and other temple rituals, the pre-
existence, families are forever, the nature of the priesthood structure, etc. 
 
The problem is, the Book of Mormon actually contains 
little doctrine that is unique to Mormonism.  Those 
ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳ ǘƘŜ άƻƴŜ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ 
are basically absent from the Book of Mormon.  Yet the 
introduction page to the Book of Mormon says that it 
Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ άfulness [sic] of the everlasting gospel,έ ŀƴŘ 
quotes Joseph Smith as saying, άΧǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ ƛǎ 
the most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone of 
our religion, and a man would get nearer to God by abiding 
ōȅ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘǎ ǘƘŀƴ ōȅ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪΦέ  Yet those things 
that Mormonism now ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ άƎŜǘ ƴŜŀǊŜǊ 
ǘƻ DƻŘέ ŀǊŜ ŀōǎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΦ So the book of Mormon seems 
to suffer from the same problem they say the Bible suffers 
from.   
 
{ƻ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎέ dilemma 
raises are: What are these things that got restored?  
Where can they be found in Mormon scripture?  Why 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ, which is said 
to contain the fullness of the gospel?  These are common-sense questions that a critically-
thinking investigator should be asking.  But again, ask them respectfully, with the understanding 
that these are your problems, not theirs.  All you want is their help in resolving these issues for 
you.   
 
 

L  stands for Lands. 
 

That is, the Book of Mormon lands.  The Book of Mormon is primarily a story.  Its 
dominant narrative spans about a thousand years, beginning with a small Israelite group led by a 
man named Lehi, who journeyed ŦǊƻƳ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ 
around 600 BC. 14  Two different nations grew from this small party, the Nephites and the 

                                                             
14 There are references to other histories and populations outside of this time frame (e.g., the even more 
ancient Jaredites, written about in the Book of Ether).  However, according to the Book of Mormon, these 
groǳǇǎ ƘŀŘ ōȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŘƛǎŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ [ŜƘƛΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ 
 

So why the absence of key Mormon 
doctrine from the Book of Mormon?  
The simple answer is that Joseph 
{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ Ŝvolved over the 
years.  The Book of Mormon was 
written when he was influenced 
mainly by Protestantism, and so it 
reflects (for the most part) his 
understanding of Protestant theology, 
with a few twists here and there.  His 
declarations that God was once a 
man, that man can become as God, 
eternal progression, celestial 
marriage, etc., these all emerged 
years later ƛƴ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƭƻƴƎ 
after the Book of Mormon had been 
published.  Mormons may excuse this 
as progressive revelation; but ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
just άǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ,έ it is contradictory.   
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Lamanites (one descended from [ŜƘƛΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ son Nephi, and the other from his wicked son, 
Laman).  The Nephites grew into a civilized, sophisticated, white-skinned race; and the 
Lamanites were primitive, hostile, and wicked, and so were cursed by God with a dark skin.  The 
two nations were constantly at war for centuries, until the resurrected Jesus made an 
appearance and ushered in a time of peace.  The peace wore out after a few more centuries, 
and eventually, the Lamanites utterly destroyed the Nephites in a great battle, and the 
Lamanites became the ancestors of the Native Americans of today. 
 

So where does ǘƘŜ ά[ŀƴŘǎέ issue come into play?  There 
ƛǎ ŀƴ άƛƴǘŜǊnal gŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴΤ it 
talks about seas and rivers and mountains and cities, 
and gives some relative references to them.  The 
problem is, there is not a single geographical point 
mentioned in the Book of Mormon (with one 
exception15) that the LDS Church officially identifies with 
any geographical point in the Americas today. It is 
actually the official position of the LDS Church that they 
do not know where the Book of Mormon lands are!  The 
reason for this is that tƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ where you can 

ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴΩǎ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅέ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ actual geography of the Americas. 
 
The traditional view of the Book of Mormon has always been that the Lamanites expanded 
across the entire breadth of the largely unpopulated American continent, North and South.  So 
everyone from the Inuit of the far north to the Mayan people of Mesoamerica, to the tribes in 
the far south of South America, are said to be descendants of the Lamanites. 
 
The traditional view has come under considerable criticism, though, among Mormon scholars 
today.  DNA studies show no relation between the indigenous peoples of the Americas and any 
people group in the Near East, where [ŜƘƛΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ were supposed to have come from.  So many 
LDS scholars have had to adopt a άmodifiedέ view of the Book of Mormon, in which Lehi and his 
family arrived on a continent already populated with other peoples, and their genes must have 
been absorbed into the broader population and became undetectable to modern scientists. 
 
However, this is NOT consistent with the storyline of the Book of Mormon.  There is no mention 
of other populations co-existing with the descendants of Nephi and Laman, and actually 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƳǇǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ [ŜƘƛΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ 16  Nevertheless, the DNA 
problem has become such an issue that the LDS Church recently had to modify one of the 
opening statements in the title page of the Book of Mormon.  In years past, it said that the 

                                                             
15 The so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIƛƭƭ /ǳƳƻǊŀƘέ ƴŜŀǊ tŀƭƳȅǊŀΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎƛǘŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ 
Mormon that has had any official backing of the Church.  It is said to be the place where Joseph Smith 
found the golden plates.  The Book of Mormon says it is the site of the final battle site between the 
Lamanites and the Nephites, in which the Nephites were entirely defeated, in about 400 A.D. 
 
16 Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 1:8.  The Book of Mormon story does mention other peoples from the Middle 
9ŀǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǇȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΤ ǘƘŜ άWŀǊŜŘƛǘŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
continent previously, but according to the story, they nearly all died out by the time Lehi arrived. 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ belief 
that the Native Americans were 
descended from ǘƘŜ άƭƻǎǘ ǘǊƛōŜǎέ ƻŦ 
Israel, and that there was a white race 
that was obliterated by a darker race, 
were not new ideas.  These were 
common folk tales and speculation 
among the settlers during the 19

th
 

century. Joseph Smith likely drew from 
these popular ideas and theories when 
ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ άƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 
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While the Bible has an abundance of 
archaeological evidence supporting it, 
be aware that there are bogus stories 
out there, as well.  These include 
tantalizing (and unsubstantiated) 
tales of discovering the Ark of the 
Covenant and Egyptian chariot wheels 
in the Red Sea.  Many well-meaning 
Christians hear these stories and 
repeat them in the same way that 
aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ōƻƎǳǎ άŦƛƴŘǎέ 
supporting the Book of Mormon.  
These claims end up harming the 
cause of legitimate biblical 
archaeology, and damaging the 
credibility of those who repeat these 
stories.  So exercise caution when 
bringing archaeology into your 
discussions. 

[ŀƳŀƴƛǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ άprincipal ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴǎΦ  bƻǿ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άŀƳƻƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴǎΦ   
 
Other theories have arisen, though none have been explicitly supported by any official Church 
statement. Probably the most common one is that the Book of Mormon story took place 
somewhere in Mesoamericaτfrom southern Mexico through Central America.  The 
sophisticated Mayan ruins are often presumed to be the ruins of the civilized Nephite culture.  
In fact, much of the popular Mormon artwork depicting Jesus among the Nephites shows Mayan 
architecture in the background.  The Book of Mormon that was published in the 1970s 
contained ŎƻƭƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ aŀȅŀƴ ǊǳƛƴǎΧǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ǎŀȅ άǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ bŜǇƘƛǘŜ 
ǊǳƛƴǎΣέ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳƛǎǎΦ  The theory is so popular that you cŀƴ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ά.ƻƻƪ 
ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴ ¢ƻǳǊǎέ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ aŀȅŀƴ archaeological sites.  (However, these ruins are 
actually many centuries too recent to be Nephite ruins.) 
 
Another theory among some Mormons is that the Book of Mormon took place in the area 
around the North American Great Lakes. This is an attractive theory to some, since Joseph Smith 
ǿŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ 
Mormon was written.  (And critics speculate that if Joseph Smith were making up the story, then 
he would likely ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ setting somewhere that was familiar to him.) 
 
The only reason we bring this up is to demonstrate that there is no agreement in Mormonism 
about the geography of the Book of Mormon.  Some 
traditionalists will hold to the whole continental idea; some 
will hold to the Mesoamerican theory; some to the Great 
Lakes theory, and there are a few others floating around.  
And still ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΣ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΦέ 
 
But even so, a lot of folk tales, urban legends, ŀƴŘ άŦŀƛǘƘ-
ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎέ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇǊǳƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
make claims of archaeological finds backing up the Book of 
Mormon story.  bƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 
been traced to reliable sources, but unless you happen to be 
well-ǾŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
be hard to have a meaningful discussion about these claims.  
If your missionaries bring them up, acknowledge them, 
maybe ask for references, but leave it alone after that.   
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ƻǊ ά[ŀƴŘǎέ ƛǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ accessible 
challenge ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴΩǎ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅ.  Instead of 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǘǘŜǊȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ looking at whole continents. 
 

So how do you bring this up with the missionaries? 
 
Perhaps the best place is to start is too look at the geographical evidence for the Bible.  We 
know precisely where Jerusalem is, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Eilat, Tyre, Caesarea, Bethlehem, 
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Damascus, Samaria, and dozens of other cities mentioned in the Bible. In many cases, we can 
even pinpoint with great confidence the exact location of buildings and even wells mentioned in 
the Bible. We know where the Sea of Galilee, the Dead Sea, the Red Sea, the Jordan River, 
Mount Hermon, and many other geographical features are.  And these are backed up by the 
huge scope of archaeology, history, and linguistics, etc. And iŦ ȅƻǳ άȊƻƻƳ ƻǳǘέ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ more, you 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƳƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ bŜŀǊ 9ŀǎǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ tŜǊǎƛŀΣ 
Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Greece, Rome, which are also well-known from sources outside the 
Bible.  
 
So the Bible fits precisely the geography it claims to come from.  While the locations of some 
smaller villages and features may not yet be fully known, there is absolutely no dispute about 
ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜέ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜΦ   
 
If you, or someone you know, has traveled in Israel, this is a great place to open this discussion.  
Have on hand a Bible with maps in the back.  Most study Bibles have maps of Israel and the Near 
East, the Mediterranean, even maps of the ancient city of Jerusalem.  A lot of the cities 
mentioned in the Bible have been continuously inhabited from ancient times until today and in 
many cases have retained the biblical place names to this very day.  So their locations ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
mysteries. 
 
If you have your Book of Mormon with you, you can go to the back pages ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇǎ ǘƻ ōŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƳŀǇǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ мфth-century Mormon 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅ ƳŀǇǎ depicting the Book of Mormon geography.  LǘΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
for you to ask if such maps ŜȄƛǎǘΧŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜȅΚ   
 
Sometimes weΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ things like, ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǇǎΦ  
After all, do you believe the Bible just ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƛǎΚέ   
 
LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ goes, you might say something likeΣ άLǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ 
that my faith is grounded in real-world facts.  If I had no reason to believe the Bible was a true 
ǎǘƻǊȅΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ  Now, keep in mind that this may be a foreign 
ideŀ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ άŦŀŎǘǎέ ŀƴŘ άŦŀƛǘƘέ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ 
to be connected.  In fact, believing something without the facts (or even despite the facts) 
ǇǊƻǾŜǎ Ƙƻǿ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ άǊŜŀƭέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎΦ 
 
{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘhings like, άYƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ?  Where is the 
archaeological ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜΚέ  Of course, we have no geographical or archaeological 
evidence for, say, WŜǎǳǎ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƛƴŜΣ ƴƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǎƪƛƴg 
for physical evidence of George Washington crossing the Delaware.  Yet no one disputes that 
historical account.  But it would be disputable if no one had any idea where or what the 
Delaware River was, or whether there was a real person named George Washington.  That is the 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ looking at. 
 
While our faith in the Bible ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ evidence, it does make faith in the 
Bible rational.  Think about it--if the Bible had the same problems that the Book of Mormon has, 
ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ {Ŝŀ ƻŦ DŀƭƛƭŜŜ or the Jordan River is.  
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²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΣ ƻǊ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ ƻǊ {ƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀΦ  
²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ have any outside knowledge of a people ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άWŜǿǎΦέ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
any outside knowledge of places, empires, and cultures ƭƛƪŜ άwƻƳŜέ ƻǊ ά9ƎȅǇǘέ ƻǊ άDǊŜŜŎŜέ ƻǊ 
ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άIŜōǊŜǿέ ƻǊ ά!ǊŀƳŀƛŎέ ƻǊ 
άDǊŜŜƪέ ƻǊ ά[ŀǘin.έ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ƛf the Bible had problems on that level, I would 
not be a Bible-believer today.  
 
In 1 Corinthians 15:3-19, Paul argues ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
absolutely essential to our faith.  If ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦ  .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘ did 
happen, and to prove it, he did not appeal to some kind of nebulous, blind faith or fairy tale 
thinking.  He appealed to something that would satisfy any historianτmultiple eye-witness 
accounts of the resurrected Christ, from people who were alive at the time he wrote his letter.   
 
At some point in your discussions with the missionaries on a controversial topic, they may 
ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ άǿƛǘƴŜǎǎέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘe Book of Mormonτthat is, 
ƛǘΩǎ true because God told them it was true.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ άōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅέ ŀƴŘ 
it usually signals the end of discussion on a topic.  {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǳǎƘ ƛǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘƛǎΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ 
accomplished your goal, which is simply ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ 
 
!ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ άōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ,έ this can be another learning experience for you.  It gives 
you an opportunity to ask them more about that all-important Mormon experience.  You can 
ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άLƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀȅǎ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚέ ŀƴŘ ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  ¢ǊŜŀŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ  You want 
to communicate your sincere desire to understand their experience, not force them to defend 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻΦ  If you challenge them with something like 
άOh, yeah? Well how do you know ƛǘΩǎ DƻŘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚέ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ 
ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊǎέ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘōŜŀǘΦ 
 
 

 

E  stands for Evidence. 
 

That is, evidence that Jesus ever visited the Americas.  Mormons often refer to John 10:16, 
where Jesus says, άL ƘŀǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻƭŘΦ  L Ƴǳǎǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭǎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
will listen to my voice.  So there ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ŦƭƻŎƪΣ ƻƴŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦέ  The context suggests that the 
άƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘŜŜǇέ Jesus is talking about are the Gentiles.  But Mormons will say that the άƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎƘŜŜǇέ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ancient people of the Americas. 
 
In the Book of Third Nephi (there are actually four books of Nephi), we read about Jesus coming 
to America shortly after his resurrection.  During his visit, which lasted an unspecified amount of 
time, he taught the people and organized the church by appointing apostles among the people.  
Many of the JŜǎǳǎΩ teachings in the Book of Mormon are a ǇŀǘŎƘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀȅƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
sermons from the New TestamentΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ άƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ17   

                                                             
17 For instance, Jesus supposedly clarifies that baptism is necessary for salvation, and baptism must be by full 
immersionΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ƴƻ άŘƛǎǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ όо bŜǇƘƛ ммύΦ  
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After Jesus departed, there was peace between the Nephites and Lamanites for a couple 
hundred years.  Then corruptions creep into the churches, strife and wars begin, and after about 
three hundred years, the Nephites are completely annihilated by the Lamanites. 
 
Nevertheless, according to the Book of Mormon, Jesus established a thriving church in the 
Americas, taught his doctrine, and his teachings brought peace for two hundred years, during 
which time his church flourished.  So where is the evidence that Jesus ever visited, or his church 
ever existed, in pre-European America?  Even if it fell into apostasy, we would still expect to see 
something.  After all, Jesus spends three years in Palestine, and within a generation after his 
death and resurrection, his name ƘŀŘ άǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ Řƻǿƴέ ό!Ŏǘǎ мтΥсύΦ  Lǘ was 
carried across the known world, all throughout Europe, Mesopotamia, Arabia, and even as far 
away as India and Ethiopia.  In one generation!  Even despite severe persecution, it thrived, and 
it found its way into art, literature, and architecture, and strong traditions that have endured 
throughout the centuries to this day.  The visible imprint of early Christianity in the Old World is 
obvious and unmistakable. 
 
Yet when we compare this with the Americas, we see none of this.  Jesus supposedly came, 
taught, was warmly received, and established a church that flourished for two hundred years, 
and yet today, not a shred of evidence remains of either his visit, or the church he established.   
 
There iǎ ŀƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎΧawe-
inspiring structures, stunning art, even some compelling literature, to say nothing of the rich 
cultural and oral traditions among the indigenous tribes that endure to this day.  Yet in them is 
no mention of Jesus or his church.  Things like that ŘƻƴΩǘ just vanish without a trace.  Mormon 
apologists, when faced with this, have little choice but to grasp at straws by appealing to 
indigenous myths like Quetzalcoatl (a Mesoamerican serpent god..?) and suggest that these 
might be the remnants of the story of WŜǎǳǎΩ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǊŜŀƭ 
scrutiny. 
 
CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƭǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ archaeology in 
order to talk about this issue.  WƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ success rate, even by the Book 
ƻŦ aƻǊƳƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ supposedly fell apart after a single 
generation, leaving only a corrupt shell of a church with no authority.  Similarly, in the New 
World, his church fell apart after a couple centuries.  A minor improvement, maybe, but still, the 
end result was widespread apostasy.  In both the Old World and the New World, Jesus failed to 
establish, guide and sustain an enduring priesthood that would carry itself into the future.  And 
in the Americas, Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƛƴŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
American landscape or indigenous cultures. 
 
While there are many Christians among the Native American populations, those all are the 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
to the Americas.   

                                                                                                                                                                                     
Interestingly, Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŎƭŀǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ disputes that were common among 
the Protestant churches of New England in the early 19th century, which further suggests that the Book of Mormon is 
a 19th century work. 
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{ƻ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ōǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎΚ  ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άLΩƳ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ 
difficult time processing what seems like the failure of the New World church.  IǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ same 
struggle I have ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǇƻǎǘŀǎȅΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ²ƻǊƭŘΦ  ²Ƙȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
together here or thereΚ  ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǇŀǊǘΚέ  !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ point, you can also bring up the 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΥ  άhƪŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 
church, and even if it failed after a couple hundred years, I still would think there should be 
some evidence left behind that it had eǾŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘΦ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
remnants of ancient Christianity that can still be seen to this day.  Do you know if we have 
anything like that in the AmericasΚέ 
 
IǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ for you.  But ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ 
raising the question for them, not demanding an answer.   
 
{ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘΥ  ¢ƘŜ ά!ǇǇƭŜέ ƻŦ ά!ǇǇƭŜ tƛŜǎέΥ  Keep in mind the consistent theme of failure 
ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ 
 

Apostasy:  ²ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ as the Book of Mormon claims? 

Plain &  

Precious: Were lost things properly restored by the Book of Mormon? 

Lands: Does the Book of Mormon story match the geography of the Americas? 

Evidence:  Is there any that Jesus came to the Americas, as the Book of Mormon claims? 

 
Okay, now we turn our attention away from the Book of Mormon and turn toward the man 
behind the Book of Mormon, the founder and first prophet of the Mormon Church, Joseph 
Smith.  These issues wilƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ άtL9{έΦ 
 

PIES: 
 
 

P stands for Prophecies. 
 

Or more specifically, the failed prophecies of Joseph Smith.  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǘǊŀŎƪ 
record as a prophet.  Did his prophecies come true?  While this does require a little bit of 
sleuthing into Mormon scriptures and writingsΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ, because Joseph Smith, 
and his prophetic authority, are the lynchpin of Mormonism.  If Joseph Smith is not a true 
prophet, then the restoration that he claims to bring is null and void.   
 
Deuteronomy 18 gives us a way to test a prophetΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛŎŀƭΦ  Lf 
anything a prophet says ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ does not come true, then he is not a prophet sent by 
God, and should not be heeded.  Even if halfτor even 99%τof his so-called prophecies come 
true, it only ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŀ άǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ.έ   
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Likewise in Matthew 7:15, Jesus warns that false prophets and teachers would come and 
deceive many.  So the idea of false prophets is not something that should surprise us.  And false 
prophets would not be effective unless they had at least some appearance of legitimacy. 
 
Joseph Smith made a lot of bold prophetic declarations in his lifetime.18  There were some that 
appeared to come true, but these can usually be attributed to self-fulfilling prophecies (things 
he made happen by his own will or influence); or by making broad, general prophecies that were 
practically guaranteed to find some kind of fulfillment; or by making predictions based on 
evidence at hand.  For example, he prophesied that South Carolina would be the first state to 
secede from the union and initiate the American Civil War. He got that right, but this had been 
widely speculated in the media for years before Smith made this declaration. 
 
So Ƙƛǎ άǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭέ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏonvincing to a critically-thinking investigator. 
 
But he also made a number of prophecies that failed to come true.  Mormon apologists often 
excuse these by saying that the prophecies were not really prophecies, or were meant to be 
understood metaphorically, or that they depended ǳǇƻƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƳŜǘΦ   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ άŘƻƻƳǎŘŀȅέ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ predictions about the return of Jesus 
Christ.  When Jesus fails to return as predicted, the stock responsŜ ƛǎΣ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ Ǝƻǘ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘΦέ (Poor management in Heaven, apparently.)  And despite 
these failures, people still followed these prophets (for example, Herbert Armstrong in the 
1970s and 80s, and more recently Harold CampingΩǎ нлмм ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ).  Joseph Smith was also 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦ  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ him, Jesus should have 
returned by 1891.19   
 
One of the most visible examples of a failed prophecy is his declaration that a temple would be 
built on a specific plot of ground in Independence, Missouri ōŜŦƻǊŜ άǘƘƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƘŀŘ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ 
away.  The prophecy is recorded in the Doctrine & Covenants, section 84, verses 1-5.  Well, that 
generation came and went, and no temple was built.  LǘΩǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ awkward because this plot 
of land is conspicuously vacant in an area filled with religious centers dedicated to various sects 
of Mormonism.  LǘΩǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜΣ ōƛƎ ƭŀǿƴΦ  The so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ŜƳǇƭŜ [ƻǘέ ƛǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ of the earliest 
and smallest breakaway sects of Mormonism όŀǇǘƭȅ ƴŀƳŜŘΣ ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ, ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ [ƻǘέύ, 
who have never had the funds to build the temple, and despite offers, have refused to sell the 
property to any of the other Mormon sectsΣ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ άŀǇƻǎǘŀǘŜΦέ 
 
Some sources list the number of WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ failed prophecies into the dozens.  Here are a 
few of the most commonly-cited ones: 
 

¶ Joseph Smith prophesied in April of 1838 that a man named David Patten would go on a 
mission the next year (Doctrine & Covenants 114:1).  Mr. Patten died in October 1838.   
 

                                                             
18 There is a fairly comprehensive ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΥ 
http://e n.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_prophecies_of_Joseph_Smith     
19 History of the Church, Vol. 2, page 182.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_prophecies_of_Joseph_Smith
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¶ Joseph Smith prophesied in May of 1843 that there would be an imminent catastrophic 
collapse of the United States government if they failed to redress the wrongs inflicted 
upon the Mormon people while they were in Missouri.  The United States never 
redressed any of the wrongs.  ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜΦ  (See History of the 
Church, Vol. 5, p. 394.)  IŜ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ άǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘέ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦.S. 
Congress if they failed to grant Mormons the protection they sought.  It, too, did not 
come to pass. (See History of the Church, Vol. 6, p. 116.) 
 

¶ Joseph Smith prophesied an apocalyptic catastrophe to fall on the United Statesτ
pestilence, famine, earthquake, etc. to destroy the wicked of that generation.  (See 
History of the Church, Vol. 1, p. 315-16.) 
 

If you are really into researching Mormon Church history, the seven volumes of History of the 
Church are available as a PDF reproduction of the 1902 publication: 
 
https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheChurchhcVolumes1-7original1902EditionPdf  
 
¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [5{ ά{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ²ƻǊƪǎέ (Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants; 
Pearl of Great Price; and the King James Bible) online, in a searchable format: 
  
http://scriptures.lds.org  
 
hƪŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻƎƎŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ŀǊŎŀƴŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ [5{ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΧƘƻw do we even address this with the missionaries?  If we come out with a 
bullet list of failed prophecies, ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎƘǳǘǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  At best, 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ άŀƴǘƛέ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ at! 
 
So instead of popping off a bunch of failed prophecies, you might start off by saying something 
ƭƛƪŜΥ  ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ my background as a believer in the Bible makes me wary of anyone who claims 
to be a prophet.  Because Jesus warned us about false prophetsΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
claims to the test. And in the Old Testament, it says that even one wrong prophetic word would 
disqualify someone as a prophet, so could you perhaps help me by sharing with me some of 
WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΚέ   
 
If the missionaries are well-informed and prepared, they might give a few examples of 
prophecies they believe are fulfilled, or they might offer to come back later with some 
examples.  If you ask for references, it gives you an opportunity to look more closely at the 
prophetic claims of Joseph Smith.  And since the subject has already come up, you have a 
legitimate reason gently broach the problems you come across. 
 
But remember, the key is to ask them to help you resolve your own problems and concerns.  And 
remember, the LDS Church has had about 170 years to άprocessέ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ 
prophecies, and so there is an impressive repertoire of explanations for these failures that may 
satisfy the average member who needs to believe in Joseph Smith, but probably not satisfy the 
thinking investigator.  So there is value in encouraging the missionaries to engage their critical 
thinking by asking them to look at it from your perspective as an open-minded skeptic.  This is 

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheChurchhcVolumes1-7original1902EditionPdf
http://scriptures.lds.org/
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Many people wonder if the 
King James Version that is 
published by the LDS Church 
has been altered in any way.  
The text itself has not been 
changed, but the LDS Church 
has added chapter headings 
and footnotes that put a 
distinctly aƻǊƳƻƴ άǎǇƛƴέ ƻƴ 
many of the passages.   

something most have never done before.  When you encourage them to step into your shoes, it 
may prompt them to ask questions they may not have thought to ask before.  .ǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƛƴƎ down 
the gauntlet of a fiery challenge.  So exercise caution.  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƻǊ άǎƘǳǘ 
Řƻǿƴέ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ƛǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
 

 

I stands for the Inspired Version. 

 
That is, ǘƘŜ άLƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ  LǘΩǎ also commonly called the άWƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘ 
¢Ǌŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻǊ άW{¢έ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƻǊǘΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ άǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻǊ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ƳƛǘƘ 
created over a several-year period of time. 
 
If you think about it, it makes sense that a prophet would do this.  FǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
άǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƳǇŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘŜŘΣ and 
mistranslated.  So if this is the case, then ƛǘΩǎ only logical that a man with a special gift from God 
would assume the all-important task of returning the Bible to its original, untainted glory.  And 
this is what Joseph Smith set out to do, and according to Church records, this work was 
completed.20 
 
So what did he change?  Well, quite a few things.  Just about every book of the Bible had some 
significant addition, change, or subtraction.  And some of them are shocking and brazen.  For 
example: 
 

¶ He inserted an elaborate, transparently self-serving prophecy about himself at the end 
of Genesis. 

¶ He modified many portions of the Gospel of Matthew. 

¶ He radically changed the first chapter of the gospel of 
John to strip Jesus of his oneness with God. 

¶ He violated the serious warning at the end of the book 
of Revelation (22:18-19) by adding to that book. 
 

A quick web search will reveal a number of sources where you 
can examine in greater detail the changes that Joseph Smith 
made.21  .ǳǘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 
these issues, ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŀ more basic 
problem, and it is this: despite the fact that Joseph Smith 
completed this translation, it is not part of their canon of 
ά{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ²ƻǊƪǎέ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎΦ  ¢he LDS Church 
does not use it much at all. 

                                                             
20 July 2, 1833.  History of the Church, Vol. 1:368. 
21

 A side-by-side comparison of the entire Inspired Version and the King James Version can be found at: 
http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv2kjv/_iv2kjv01.htm  

http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv2kjv/_iv2kjv01.htm
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aŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
are actually a number of sects of 
Mormonism besides the Church most 
people think of when they hear the 
ǿƻǊŘ άaƻǊƳƻƴΦέ  The Community of 
Christ is one of them.  It was originally 
known as the Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, or 
RLDS, and they are active across the 
country to this day.  Their 
headquarters is in Independence, 
Missouri.  They began as an anti-
polygamy schism of Mormonism that 
rejected the authority of Brigham 
Young, and refused to follow him to 
¦ǘŀƘΦ 9ƳƳŀ {ƳƛǘƘΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
widow, and first and only legal wife, 
remained with the RLDS sect.  She 
ŘŜǘŜǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
even denied it in later years. 

 
Their official Bible is still the King James Version, which they maintain is corrupted.  So why 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ [5{ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ άLƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴέ as their primary Bible, the one that their 
founding prophet labored so long to complete ŀƴŘ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘέ?   
 
The most common excuse going around is that άit was never completed.έ  But Joseph Smith 
himself declared that it was completed.  And not only that, it is actively being published by a 
different Mormon sect called ǘƘŜ άCommunity of Christ.έ (This church is the holder of the 
copyright, so they are the only ones who can legally publish it, and you can easily acquire a copy 
of it from them or even from amazon.com!) 
 
But even if Joseph Smith ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ 
inherited the same priesthood authority and propƘŜǘƛŎ άƪŜȅǎέΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛǘΚ 
 
Many speculate that one reason the LDS Church has not made more widespread use of the 

Inspired Version is that it is an embarrassment.  Joseph 
Smith was unschooled in biblical scholarship, and many 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ άŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ demonstrate that.  
Mormon apologists today know that his Inspired Version 
would not withstand the scrutiny of legitimate Bible 
scholarship. 
 
But the LDS Church has never gone on record to refute 
his translation. On the contrary, Bruce R. McConkie, who 
was one of the Twelve Apostles and a long-time 
champion of Mormon orthodoxy, said: άThe Joseph 
Smith Translation, or Inspired Version, is a thousand 
times over the best Bible now existing on earthΦέ22   
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘΦ 
 
When you bring this up with the missionaries, you can 
Řƻ ǎƻ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άLƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ 
I came across this Joseph Smith translation of the Bible, 
and I find that interesting.  Can you tell me what you 
know ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΚέ   

 
Once you let them tell you what they know you can gently press in with other questions, like:  
άIƻǿ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƳƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ todayΚέ ŀƴŘ ά²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƳƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǳǎŜ the King 
James Bible instead of the JST ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ .ƛōƭŜΚέ  LŦ ǘƘŜȅ say that the JST ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ being published (after all, you can get a copy of it on Amazon.com).  
And if it ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ completed it?  YƻǳΩŘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 

                                                             
22 Bruce R. McConkie, Supplement, A Symposium on the New Testament, 1984 
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that establishing a correct translation of the Word of God would be a pretty important task for a 
prophet of God, and that using this translation would be important for the church of God. 
 
!ƎŀƛƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ the point is to let 
the questions linger in their own minds. 
 
 

 

E stands for the Everlasting Covenant. 
 
If this is not a familiar term to you, you probably know it by its other name: Celestial Marriage.  
Doctrine and Covenants section 132 contains a revelation of Joseph Smith called the άbŜǿ ŀƴŘ 
9ǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΦέ  This is an extremely important doctrine.  Celestial marriage is central to 
ǘƘŜ άtƭŀƴ ƻŦ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜȄŀƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  
{ƻΧƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΦ 
 
The history of the so-called άbŜǿ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘέ ƛǎ ǘǊƛŎƪȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ  Lǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾes a 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǾƻƭǳǘŜŘ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  
 
According to the chapter heading of D&C section 132, Smith is believed to have received the 
revelation around 1831.  However, it was not recorded until 1843, at which point it was revealed 
ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ.  So even when Smith was killed in 
1844, this revelation was still, by and large, unknown to the vast majority of the Mormon 
faithful.   
 
Keep in mind, this revelation was the key to exaltation and yet it was hidden from the faithful.  
Why would a prophet of God withhold key information that would be for their eternal 
salvation?  It would be another eight years before the LDS Church finally made it known publicly 
to the church, and that happened in 1852.  And then it was still another 24 years before it would 
get published as part of their scriptures, which finally happened in 1876!23   
 
So what could possibly motivate Joseph Smith to withhold such important information from his 
followers?  Well, do you ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ /ŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭ aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŀƛƭΚ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ 
polygamy.  The original definition of Celestial Marriage was plural marriage.  Doctrine & 
Covenants Section мон ƭŀȅǎ ƻǳǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ άǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀōƻǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
take plural wives, but the eternal necessity to take plural wives.  It was taught at the time that it 
was the only way to the Celestial Kingdom. 
 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ, the idea of polygamy would have been appalling to the Mormon 
faithful.  Yet when Smith died in 1844, he had more than 30 wives.  Some of these wives Joseph 
had married when they were as young as 14 years old.  Some of these wives were women who 

                                                             
23 LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǘǿƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ 
prior to 1876 actually contained a strong statement denying accusations of polygamy, and condemning 
the practice.  That portion obviously had to be removed before the new Section 132 could be included. 



 
Missionary  911 MANUAL                                                                                                  - 55 - 
 

had living husbandsτmeaning he co-opted the wives of other men.  So clearly Joseph Smith 
knew that this would not sit well with his followers.  It certainly did not sit well with his legal 
wife, Emma.  In fact, part of D&C 132 contains a threatening admonition to Emma to accept the 
ǿƛǾŜǎ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǊ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΦέ  (Another failed prophecy; she 
never approved of his polygamy, and yet she outlived her husband to a ripe old age.) 
 
{ƻΧōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǘƛon:  Why would Joseph Smith hide an all-important doctrine from his 
church?  There are two possible answers. 
 
1.  The revelation really was of God (or at least he sincerely believed it was), and he was too 
cowardly to reveal this difficult doctrine to the church, knowing how they would react.  There 
was nothing in the wording that instructed Joseph to hide this revelation.  The fact that it was 
άƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎέ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜΦ  In verse 4, God is quoted 
ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άƛŦ ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this 
ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƎƭƻǊȅΦέ24  So if this was a real revelation, then 
Joseph Smith jeopardized the eternal welfare of his entire flock by keeping it under wraps! 
 
2.  Or, the revelation was nothing but a concocted excuse for Joseph SmithΩǎ prolific marital 
infidelity. 
  
Remember that bit about Smith originally receiving the revelation as early as 1831?  Section 
монΩǎ chapter heading ǎŀȅǎ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎέ ǘƘŀt Joseph Smith knew about this revelation as 
early as 1831.  {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ άŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜέΚ   
 
Well, there is something that did happen in 1831.  WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ wife, Emma, caught him in the barn 
having sex with a young maiden who was living with the family at the time.  As you can imagine, 
Emma was furious, and it caused quite a scandal among the followers at the time.  So in 
retrospect, the only way that there could have been any legitimacy to this affair is if, somehow, 
Joseph Smith had received the revelation ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀǊ ōŀŎƪΣ ǘƘǳǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
relationship.   
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŀƳƴƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀƴŘƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
past few decades, ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŦǳǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǳǇ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅΣ and they were 
reasonably successful.  For a couple generations, most Mormons had little awareness of {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
polygamy, or they assumed that it was anti-Mormon propaganda designed to make Smith look 
bad.  Only the older generations of Mormons who were well-versed in dusty annals of Mormon 
history knew about it.  And they mostly kept quiet about it.  So even as recently as a few years 
ago, if you had told the missionaries that Joseph Smith was a polygamist, they would probably 
believe you were repeating false information from άŀƴǘƛ-aƻǊƳƻƴέ sources.   
 
But today, that is changing.  Because of increased pressure for transparency, the LDS Church has 
released a number of online essays that deal with some of the thornier aspects of LDS Church 

                                                             
24 5ϧ/ монΥпΦ  !ƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ǌǳǎǘȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜŀƴ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƻǊŘ άȅŜέ ƛǎ 
plǳǊŀƭΣ ŀǎ ƛƴΣ άȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΦέ  {ƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ 
everyone. 
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history, including JosŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅΦ  (See our Suggested Reading and Online Resources 
for the links to these essays.)  Today, many more people know about this awkward chapter in 
WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ.  And it has ǎƘŀƪŜƴ Ƴŀƴȅ aƻǊƳƻƴǎΩ testimonies, causing ripples that have 
sent many people on journeys out of the Mormon Church. 
  
ά!ƘŀΗέ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦ  ά{ŜŜΚ  You can get people out of Mormonism by bringing up 
problems!έ  .ǳǘ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΦ  wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ aƻŘǳƭŜ мΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ source of the 
information is as important as the information itself?  If this information had come from you, a 
ƳŜǊŜ άƎŜƴǘƛƭŜέ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ have been rejected.  The reason it has had 
any impact is because it came from άtrustworthyέ sources.   
 
Even so, the Church hŀǎƴΩt done much to advertise this information, so there are many 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ it. So even if you thrust the Mormon websites in 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά{ŜŜΚ  ¸ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŘƳƛǘǎ ƛǘΗέ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ likely have the same effect on 
them as άŀƴǘƛ-aƻǊƳƻƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎΦέ 
 
Regardless of how much your missionaries ƪƴƻǿ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ still 
a touchy subject.  If you use this as a battering ram, you will be punching them in what is likely a 
ǎƻǊŜ ǎǇƻǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΦ  {ƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ it. 
 
So why do we even bring all this up?  Well, for one, ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘτand frankly, 
to encourage you to have compassion for the struggle that many Mormons are now facing.   
 
But the real challenge we want to present is that Joseph Smith received an important revelation 
about eternal progression, and then hid it from the faithful for the rest of his life.  Regardless of 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ against a true prophet of God.   
 
¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άLΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ  LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘ 
{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ мон ǘƘŀǘ talks about 
Celestial Marriage.  (Remember, http://scriptures.lds.org  make all Mormon scriptures available 
to anyone who wants to investigate.) The sources I was looking at said that Joseph Smith never 
revealed that to the church at large during his lifetime, even though he supposedly knew about 
it for a number of years.  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜΚ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘȅ 
ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘƛŘŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΦέ  !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  
If the question gains any traction, their investigation will lead them directly to this information.  
¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǇƻƭȅƎŀƳȅ! 
 
 

S stands for the Successors. 

 
That is, the successors to Joseph Smith.  As of this writing, there have been 15 

successors to Joseph Smith, for a total of 16 presidents throughout its history. 
 
The president of the LDS Church is called ŀ άǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΣ ǎŜŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƻǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ άƪŜȅǎέ 
(i.e., priesthood authority) were given to Joseph Smith, and those keys were then passed on to 

http://scriptures.lds.org/
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his successors, so there would be an unbroken chain of prophetic guidance and priesthood 
authority in the church.   
 
If you recall in the first missionaǊȅ ƭŜǎǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ tǊƻǇƘŜǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 
Prophet is unique in all the earth.  He is the only man who is authorized to speak for God, to 
lead and guide the One True Church.  No one else has this authority at any given time.  He is the 
authorized successor to Joseph Smith, and has access to the same authority and powers that 
Joseph Smith had.  The Living Prophet has a two appointed counselors (and the three men 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅέύ, and below them are twelve senior-ranking men known as 
ǘƘŜ άvǳƻǊǳƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿŜƭǾŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ.έ  Below them are several larger bodies who serve as 
regional authorities across the nation and around the world.  All of these highest-ranking bodies 
ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ,έ ōǳǘ that authority comes directly from the 
Living Prophet, with whom the buck officially stops. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ-emphasize how big a deal the Prophet is in Mormonism.  To outside observers, 
the awe and reverence they hold for the man borders on worship.  They sing songs of praise to 
ƘƛƳΧǎƻƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ά²Ŝ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¢ƘŜŜ h DƻŘ CƻǊ ŀ tǊƻǇƘŜǘέ ŀƴŘ άCƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘέ ŀƴŘ άtǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ aŀƴέ.  These are songs that Mormons have sung since childhood.  Now, most Mormons 
would deny ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ άǿƻǊǎƘƛǇέ ǘƘŜ Prophet, but he commands a degree of honor and respect 
ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘŜǊƳ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ it. 
 
Because Mormonism keeps very good records, we have an opportunity to examine closely what 
aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘs have said throughout history until today.  If the Living Prophet is 
indeed the successor to Joseph Smith, then we would expect the same kind of prophetic 
ŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀ ŀƴŘ άǎƛȊȊƭŜέ ǘƘŀǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘ ƘŀŘΦ  If the Living Prophet shows evidence of being a 
prophet, seer, and revelatorτthen it not only speaks for his legitimacy, ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ 
as wellΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊέ ǘƻ WƻǎŜǇƘ {ƳƛǘƘ. 
 
So the natural questions are, what are the ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ prophecies and predictions?  What 
has the seer seen?  What revelations has the revelator shared with the people?  What are the 
teachings that this all-important mouthpiece of God has given in order to keep the One True 
Church on the path of faithfulness and away from apostasy? 
 
You can ask the missionaries to bring a DVD of the Prophet giving an address, or watch a 
conference address online.25  And as you watch these talks, ask yourself the question: what 
makes this man so special?  What is he saying that is so powerful and prophetic? 
 
Chances are, you will not see much that inspires.  aƻǎǘ άƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎέ ŦƛƴŘ ǘhe talks from the Living 
Prophet and other authorities to be ƛƴǎƛǇƛŘΧsentimental stories, self-righteous admonitions to 
be faithful, gentle assurances, delivered in a lilting tone of quiet reverence.   
 
But remember, your missionaries probably have genuinely warm, loving feelings toward the 
Prophet, so this is NOT the ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ōƻǊƛƴƎ ƻƭŘ ƎŜŜȊŜǊ ŘǊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

                                                             
25 www.lds.org/general-conference  

http://www.lds.org/general-conference
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about a bunch of self-ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ŎƭŀǇǘǊŀǇΦέ But still, we want to gently encourage the 
missionaries to begin seeing the Living Prophet through your eyes. 
 
So after you have listened to a short talk or two, ask them about their own reaction to what was 
said.  What did they learn?  What did they feel?  What did they get out of it?  At which point you 
can also share your own reaction.  Perhaps ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ άǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎέ ƛƴ 
what was said.  Maybe they could help you discern what was so special?  Or perhaps find an 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΚ 
 
The point is not to Ǌǳō ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ άǎƛȊȊƭŜέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ 
them on a wild goƻǎŜ ŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΩ ǘŀƭƪǎΦ  !ƭƭ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
do is plant the idea that perhaps the way they ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ you see him.  If they 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ά{ƻ Ƙƻǿ would a non-Mormon 
investigator ǾƛŜǿ ǘƘƛǎΚέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ sufficient to get the critical thinking wheels turning. 
 
{ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŜΧPIES! 
 

Prophecies: Does Joseph Smith pass the test of a prophet? 

Inspired Version: Why doesƴΩǘ the Mormon Church use it instead of the King James? 

Everlasting Covenant: Why did Smith hide such an important revelation about eternal life? 

Successors: Do modern prophets have the same prophetic gift of Joseph Smith? 

 
 
One final word.  When a Mormon does finally come face to face with troubling dilemmas in 
their belief system, it is almost always a painful, and even terrifying experience.  These issues 
are not to be handled lightly. This is why your attitude is so critical when you bring these things 
up.  If you do not enter into these conversations with genuine humility, love, and compassion, 
thenτseriouslyτŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ   
 
And if, when you broach some of these topics, you encounter flashes of anger and 
defensiveness from them (and you might), doƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ 
are well-honed.  But that is your signal to back off.  And lest you think that this is about being 
άǎƻŦǘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΧƛǘΩǎ not.  IǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ fostering trust, so that 
when you talk about the really important things, they will be more likely to hear what you have 
to say. 
 
!ƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΧ 
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5.   STEPPING UP 

TO THE PLATE 
 
bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ your turn to be the missionary!  Now we are looking for opportunities to share our own 
experience of finding and following Jesus Christ, and to invite them to ōŜ ǘƘŜ άƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎέ ƻŦ 
what that really means.  ²ŜΩƭƭ help you do this in a way that will be natural, but with a little 
άǘǿŜŀƪƛƴƎέ to increase clarity and avoid misunderstandings. 
 
If you have stuck with us thiǎ ŦŀǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǊƳƻƴƛǎƳΣ despite the 
frequent nods to JesusΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ really centered on him.  Their meetings, their published journals, 
and their conferences contain references to him here and there, but yƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
passionate and intimate love for him, and a single-minded desire to follow him and glorify him.   
 
aƻǊƳƻƴǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ άǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΗέ They might genuinely 
believe this, but most ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ-centered is all about.  Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
not unusual for a Mormon who visits a άJesus-centeredέ church to say that we have an 
unhealthy obsession with Jesus and the Cross.   
 
You may occasionally run into individual Mormons who do exhibit a real interest and fascination 
with the person of Jesus Christ, which sets them apart from most of their fellow Mormons.  But 
this is the exception, not the rule.  Our prayer for the missionaries is that God would awaken an 
interest in Jesus that can grow into an authentic, life-changing relationship with him.  That they 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ άƘŀǾŜέ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 
on them.  That they discover that Jesus meant what he said in Matthew 11:28-нфΥ  άCome to me, 
all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
ŜŀǎȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ    
 
hƪŀȅΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ with Mormons! In this module, we present a 
few tips and another acrostic άƳŜƳƻǊȅ Ƙƻƻƪέ!   
 

TIP #1:  Keep your church out of the spotlight.  In the video module, we refer to the word 
άŘƛǎŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳέ which is a fancy word meaning άsupporting the separation of church 
and state.έ  WŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ political statement; weΩǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ you to separate the church 
from your storyτǘƻ άŘƛǎŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘέ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜ.  By now, you can probably guess the 
ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅΦ  LǘΩǎ bh¢ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ.  LǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛn the 
Mormon mindset, The Church is central to ǘƘŜƛǊ άǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ conceive 
of authentic spiritual life apart from it.  ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ άŘƛǎŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘέ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ 
understand that ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ άŎƘǳǊŎƘ-versus-ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέ   
 


