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INTRODUCTION

We at Main Street Church &righam City wanb see Jesus proclaimed in truth and onwe

among our Lattedday Saintneighbors.We are locatedn apredominantly Mormon community,

whichgives us a unique perspective (and a lot of years of experiemcepys to interactvith

our Mormon neighbore 250@S fSIFNYSR | f 2nittoldd). Ddefoeg K G G2 R
and prayelisthat some ofti KS f S & a 2 y awilkb& i2igfdl to f/o8 in iair Sun

interactions with Mormons.

We have a longistory of producing video materials related to outreach to Mormaasd so we

get calls and emails from peophth questions about how to talk to MormongThe title

oMissionary 91% was inspired by thergency of som@hone calls fronpanickedChristians

who arebeing visited by Mormon missionarie§:52 L Ay @A(iS GKSY AyK 2 KI G
that their questionsfears, and misunderanhdings havesomestrikingsimilarities. 8 we began

to ask ourselvesCan we create a tothat will help people overcome their fesand gain some
preparation,but notburdenthemwith an intimidatingmass of information they havto

Yl y I 38# followed was five years of development to accomplish this task.

Missionary 911is avideo series aboutow to communicaé with Mormons in a way that is

natural,authentic and respectful. And to do this, ydu2 ya€ed to be an expert in

Mormonism. Buta little knowledgecan go a long way, and so waue picked out a few

important pointsto sharein the videos (This manual goes a little deepeand covers some of

GKS GKAy3a ¢S RARYQlU) KFFS NB2Y F2NJAYy (KS @GARS2:

The most important objective i® cultivateanattitude and mindsethat will enable you to have
authenticconversationsvith the missionaries who show up on your doorstgjVe tailor this
series specifically to missionary conversations, but the giesiapply to conversations with
anyMormon about matters of faith.)

If the thought of inviting a couple of strangers into your home to have a diseuabiout
religion soundsntimidating, & S Q NB to Befo/ol Get over that humpThe information we
share here wilboost your confidence ana@lemystifi€ the experience.You will feel much more
informed and prepared, witfusta little bit of equipping.

AndiF @2 dzQNB (KS dhaseiisshbiariekliSvNInesifeetn KR with
themXi KSy G KI (Qa Handdorethingaluakié to sffer yédu inénet séme practical
waysto channel your enthusiasto make your conversations even more productive.

So we invite you to join us in our sincere love and affection for these dear peoaty, of
whom are weary and heavaden, carrying a burden that God never intended them to
OF NNEXFYR g2NJAy3 (G2 | OKAS@®S NARIKGS2dzaySaa GKI G

You have good news that they desperately need to hear!
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%& 1. Myths & Min es

é 2 Two nicelydressed young people are knocking at your dotiney look like they mean
businessI¥ &2dzQNBE fA1S Y2ald / KNRAGALl yavariaBordzQf f | yagsS
NothanksL QY KI LI A GK Y& OKdzNOK déonthéirhaye Qf t oA aK &3

Then you thinE &l | kriew how to talk with theml.feel bad turning them awalke thatd €

Buty2 dzQNB | FNI AR GKI (i Audtin radawhwdrddoiv&satikaGerallA y = & 2 dzQ1
82dz2ONB y2i0 AY(ISNRAES&RONE Y2y &5 NBIKKHBERS 2 dA R DVIA & Y d
even feel confident enough to talk about yooawn faith.

. dzli @ 2dz 1 Y 2 gmughkrioré gualified haiz@NIink youdre ¥ & 2 dzZQNB | F2¢ f 2
Jesus Chrisyjou coulddevelopa meaningful fiendship with these young peoptkat could
KFI®S 3ANBIFG SGSNYyFt O2yaSldzSy O0S aGetting yowrdadyk | £ A GG

for their visitis exactly whaMissionary 911s all about!

a2Rdz S m A& OF f t.£SVR dispel soiekcamoh wiistonaeptirs about
Mormon missionaries thgtreventmany peopldromtalkingg A § K G KSY 0GKS aYeliKaél(

And when youdo talk with them,we point outsome of the pitfallthat you can accidentally

stumble intoA ¥ & 2 dz0eN® (Wahdvd y Saé v @

So, here we go!

THE MYTHS

¥ Myth #1. Mormons are Christians.
7 5‘;

(

~A  Whyshare the gospel with someoneho is already &Christian®

. 7;\)

4-’

Actually ve avoidmakingd t I y1 S adF 46SYSyiGa tAg(So&D2NMESYy &SI NBy
Ol y Qi LINB & dzY $he biellefs @flal§ridividual M@rdoid They can vary significantly,

FYR ¢6SQff GF 1 BueMaBnorisd, Astzisystankof Beliefis hotlirsliNgwith

biblicalChristianity And someone who is a firm believer in the core teachings of Mormonism is

not a follower of the biblical gospel of Jesus Chridte differences are staggerirgome othe

more pointed differences that separate Mormonisinom Christianityare:

1 The teacingthat God was once auman,and that humans can become as God &nd
consequentlyil KSNB I NB LIRGSYdGAlffe YI¢inggd2Ra 2dzi (K
cousinsparents, grandparents, gregrandparents, etc.)
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1 Jesus isdivinet in the sense that hé born a child of Heavenly Fathgrst as we are
making him our literal brother But he isnottheGod ! i Y2 ad> KS Aa alé¢ 3I2R

1 The Bible is corruptednd unreliable and requires the Mormon scripturgsgether
with the Mormonprophet and leadergo be properly understood and A y i S NLINB § SR d ¢

1 Eternal life is dependent upon our personal worthiness and obedience to certain laws
and ordinancesandallegiance to the Mormon ChurctfMormons think that the
ChristianR 2 O (i NJetgh@lsavatiordby gr®@ S I { @hft$hé sesalieddfalse
Christian churchesse as a license to sin.)

1 The Mormon Church (formally known &ke Church of Jesus Christ of Lattiy
Saintg is the only true and living church on the face of the earth today the only
institution authorized to perform the saving ordinances necessary for eternal Afe
other churches aréapostate¢ lacking proper authority to act on behalf of God.

9 There was no validhurch (or Christianityyn earth from the time of the twelve

>

apostle®) RS (K& dzy (thefproghé\82 i3 IV HPRESYK aNBaG2NBRE
gospel in the 1830s. (THiB00yealtJSNA 2R 2F GAYS Aa (1y26y |a atc¢

f Aliving prophetas an authorized successor to Joseph Srhith, dugidR&®
mouthpiece orearthandA & NXIjdzZA NBR (2 LINRPLISNI & 3I2@0SNYy D2RKR

b2¢ Ylye [/ KNRAalGAlIya O02YS | gle& FNRBY O2y@SNEI GA 2\
GKSe 0StASOS 6KIFIG L o0StASOSPE | FGSNI FEE3X az2N¥2y:
aresaved @ 3INJ} OS GKNRdAzAK FlFIAGK Ay WSadzas (GKS {2y 27

It is,but only if you understand the terminology properlv2 NRa f A 1S daal @SR | yR a
GFFAGKE YR aWSadzaé | yR a{ 2 yeregtio MIrddRs. Same dff € A 1 St ¢
the differences are subtle; some of them are profound. But all of them point to a much

different gospel than we find in the Bible.

MormonsdoNB F SNJ (2  KS Y a SAfterlkthey réasoad WNAERERAGMAE 3 dhéa

name of thechurcH We avoidarguingl 0 2 dzi ¢ K2 A AChrigfiaRitRKRa M@y Q#S & dza
anywhere. For this reasoywe usually substitutéhe wordsd F 2 f f 2 6 SNJ 2 F WSadzaé¢ ¥F2 N
2dzNJ RAaOdzaaArzya oAlK a2 Ninslegspdentialfai QF aAYLIE ST | OO0«
misunderstanding(For more discussion on this, s€éristianin the glossary

Buti KS dzLJAK20 A&dX y23 ddndgtrueollghers of Bebilzjcsdl JeBug a 2 N 2y a
Christ Thegospel taught in Mormonism isorlds apartfrom the gospelve findin the Bible. It
doesnotlead to salvation, or to an authentic relationship with Jesus.
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PN Myth #2. Missionaries are highly trainegrofessionalsand |
YV OlyQU YHGOK éAGa ALK OKSYO
C‘\s‘g\”{;\
°c Missionaries actually have veliitle formal training. Their course of study involves

two intensive weeks at Blissionary TraininGenteZ 2 NJ & ast¢dlled. Hiedtheyleam

how to present aighly-scriptedcurriculumwithd A Yy @S a G A3+ G2 NE ¢ GKAOK Aa
people who agre¢o receive the lessongMany missionariestart their misson with a lot of

insecurities, which is no surprise, sinbeyusuallybegin their tweyear mission jusbut of

high school.Most missionaries are between 18 and 22 years of age.

Now, mmissionaresaretaught how to act andook confidentand in charge. Reir business

formal dress code also contributes to the commanding appearaBcg scratch a little

beneath the surfacd, y R & 2 dzQuple of RokméaiRunty peoplavho are making

themselves available toave sjiritual discussions with people.hib is what makes your

missionary encounters such a great opportunity'K S& | NBy Qi & Ol N2 o ¢tKS2& QN
intimidating spiritual giantswho will trick you into getting baptizedinl f £ f A1 St AK22RX @&
find them pleasant and agreeablé&nd many of them are genuinely curious about wiati

believe, so this provides a natural opening to have meaningful conversations.

v Myth #3. Missionaies arefirmly established and solid in thie

VY faith,
Z;&A;{'\

There are many reasons why a young Mormon man or woman will serve a
mission.! £ f & ¢ 2 NardeRpecdicf sénée & missioas young adultgthough in
reality, the majority of them do not)At any given time there are roughly 70,000 Mormon
missionaries in active service around the workh increasing number gbung women are
also serving on missions, thoufgh them it is not anexpectationthe wayit is for the young

men.

Many servenot because they are firm in their faith, but because thegntto be. It is
consideredan important rite of passageSomeembark enthusiastically on this spiritual
adventure, butothersgoreluctantly, under pressure from family, or because of gfremise
of increased statusrhen they return Completinga mission is considered a high honor for
both the missionanandfor the family. And the converse is true, atsdhe failure toserve
andcomplete a missioman bea source ohame.

The missionary lifes not easy.They work long hourgheir days are heavily regimented,

and the authority structure is a tightun ship. While some may enjoy their mission
SELISNASYOSs F2N) 20 KSNBEnGKBE A& NBE (GG Siadr S2 1 KSye RdaG!
from their families for an extended time, and contact with folks back home is limited (two

phone calls per year, and weekly emails.)

Theyfrequentlyexperiencediscouragemenand rejections K Syactiage 6 1 y2 01 Ay 3 2y
doors or soliciting appointments). If thénappen to have interpersonal issues with fellow
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missionaries (not uncommon), drtheir mission leaderare overbearing or lack compassion
(also not uncommon), it compounds their sense of lonelipesdation,and
discouragement.This is especiallyue for those who are called to serve in a different
country, culture, and language.

And there are missionaries who set out on a mission with doubts about whether the
Mormon Church igventrue, andsothey strugglewith havingto teach something that
GKS@QNBE y2G OSNIIFIAY 2F@

Mormon missioraryda SNIA OS A& 2FGSy | aYlF 1S 2N ONBI 1 £ LINE
hada successful mission, wihad positive experiences, and had lots of baptisamsi grew

in their commitment to theLDS Church will become the pride and joy of their families and

congegations when they return home; there well on their way to living the Mormon

dreamlife.0 ¢ 2 0SS | X&aSX2ANYNEHRE ar & | ménilNgarticRldF eK 2y 2 NE |
considered agible bachelors when they get homje!

OthershoweverK | S | RAFFSNBY(d SELISNASYyOSo® tKS& QNB vy
they hattle with doubts depressionpr eventheir own sin issuesSome feel beat up and

used. Foa few of them it gds so bad that thewvill leave their mission service before it is

completed But thefear of shaming themselves and their familieseps manyoeing the

linein spite of the strugglesThe rate of crippling emotional problems, depression, and

even suicié among missionarie§uring or after their missioriy alarming.

But ro two missionarie® S E LISMIbSigeMiGaE | YR F2NJ Y2aTheA (G Q& | YA
2yt e NBlFazy 6SQNB aKINAYy3d (GKA&a KSakasha (2 3IABS
some & U K S Y X nih\dKtheb¥are going through. So keep that in mind when you

interact with them. It may be your kindness, your compassion, geuauine interest in

themz 2NJ a2YSUGKAyYy3 Fa avlff [ &hatwill @®ankithS 2F O2f R
them, much longer than any words you might say to them.

A Myth#4: L R2y Qi 1y26 Sy2dakoldimg2dzi a2 N

:f\ own in a discussion with them.

JY

D22R ySgaH . 2dz R2y Qi y S SYuriagk ofurilerstayiding E LISNII Ay
mightevenbe to your advantageAfter all, you are supposed to be arvestigator not an

expert.

The goal oMissionary 911is less about giving you information about Mormoni&hough
there will be some of thatland more about cultivating the right attitudesd perspectives.
The information on Mormonism may be helpful to some degree, but the attitude you
develom that is, the humility, the curiosity, the genuine interest in the missionarig®se
areessential.
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In fact, if you take nothing away from thisries except a greater love and compassion for
0KS YA3AA2YI NAS&as yR I RSAANB (G2 akKIl NB {NYziK
Fda ¢SQNB O2 piisshMNaccsrRplisheld K I (G Q&

hiles a2 y2¢ 63008 FAYAAKSR (GKS O2YYz2y YvYeidKaxz

ax

THE MINES

Landmines are hidden bombs. Trag set off suddenlywhen you
accidentally step in the wrong plac&helandmines araisuallyinside of
your attitudes, mindsets, expectations. But armed with a little foreknowledge, you can
avoid many of these hiddemiggersand have successful conversations with the
missionaries.

d* Mine #1: The Silver Bullet.

Probably the number one question we get fr@hristians who are faced with
GOt 1Ay3a GNXziKé gAGK a2 N)Y2yéalangehat\dilbniaked A a K
the biggesth YLI OSKOF £ f (GKAA GKS aaift @SNI odz €t SGé |jdz

Ca
wr

28 OlyQil SYLKIaAlT S GKAa Sy2dAKY

ThereAre No Slver Bullets!

Mormonism isfar more thana collection obeliefsi KI & Ol'y 68 & FAESR
l b with better information. Mormonism is a identity, a mindset, aulture,
and a wayof life. Mormon truth claims are only a piece of theizzleand for
'3 many, not even the most importampiece.

Formany,the Churchistheir life. Their family, their friendgndin many cases their
careers, are all boundp in the Mormon network.Peoplewho leave Mormonisnare not
justabandoning a set of belieféany, especially muHlienerationd Mormons, riskosing
everything jobs, businesss, friends and familyspouseaccess to didren, grandchildren
Shunning is not universal, but it is commaihisis an enormous incentive to stay Mormon,
and to avoid thinking about things that challeniglermon truth claims. Tey will work hard
to maintainbelief, everwhen confronted withcontradictoryevidence. And many Mormons
know, often secretly, that the trtlh claims are fraudulent, but continue to go through the
motions for the sake of their families astanding in the community.

For a true believing Mormon, theourceof the information is every bit as important as the
information itself. (More onthi® St 2 g ®0 2dzZ Fa Iy n@thelil aA RSNE 2 NJ

5
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considered a reliable source of information about Mormonism. Whatever you say will be

dismissed as coming from an either an uninformed source, or evealigiousone.

So toubling issues within Morgny A &Y | NB Y2aild STFTFSOGAOS 6KSYy (GKS
own willingness to investigateBren being willing to ask hard questions igianthurdle for

them. So our goal is to encourage them to ask questions, not to hit them with a truckload of

logical poblems.

One final thoughon this For those whalo leave Mormonism,te journey igarely a quick

one TKS GAYS 0SGsSSy GKS aFANRG ONXOla Ay GKS RI
o I O usualljimieasured iryears So your job is to be the patient, gentle planter of seeds.

Results are up to Godf Godgrants you the opportunity tevalk alongside& Mormonas

they discoveran authentic relationship with Jesus Chrisis only because seeds were

plantedand wateed, over the course opreviousyears, in ways you may never kno®o

think in terms of little seeds, not silver bullets.

é* Mine #2: The Source of Truth

Biblicallyminded Christiansonsider the Bible the most authoritative source for matters of

the Christian faith.AfterallD2 RQ& dzy OKI y 3 Ay 3 .SMbefiekeia | NE T2 dzy R
doctrinal question comes up, Christians will appeal to the Bible to answer questions and

settle disputes.

But this is not the case, usually, for Mormons.

Mormonism teachesomething cabdd LIN2 INB a4 A 3S NB St | GA2Yy d¢ ¢ KA
revealedprogressively throughout timand history and that newer revelation trungolder

revelation. The idea of a changing and growing God, with divagand growing revelatig

may beunthinkable for traditional Christians, babt for mostMormons

Since the LDS Churséts itself up athe finalsourceof truth, thenby definition,whatever

it says idrue. Period.dWhen the leaders have spoken, the thinking has lolegres Even if

it contradictswhatwasg NA G G Sy Ay (GKS . A0 foBwvhitthelD8 K2dza | YR &S|
Church saiden years agoOr even if it contradictfogic and reason itself-ora Mormon,

the sourceof the information is as important as the informatti itself. Andn their thinking,

nothing is more reliable than the Living Prophet arifS Church leaders.

CKAAZ AAYOQG G2 &F& GKF G whendhegendoBry Qi a2 NX¥2ya 4K
inconsistencies In fact, the shifting teachings, and practices of Moniem have prompted

manymembersto begin askinghosed R Y ISNR dza¢ ljdzSadAz2ya GKI G S@S,y
of Mormonisntd dzih F2NJ OKS YIF22NAGe 2F (GNHMZS o0St ASOAY
NE @ S t and talétafing cognitive dissonantesecond natue.
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SXR2Sa ( Wdabandos duyappeal to the Bible whezasoningwith Mormons?

Notatall. ltisstilD2 RQa ¢2NRXZ | YR (KSNBHe@dMBS4:1Rnd Aa daf A GAY
LINEYAAaSa (2 dsaRnisS5:NE  dzNyD SAPNISR wghasta MobaEnomoa

shap to attention when you quote from the Bible.

The attitude you adopt when bringinthe Bibleinto the discussiofis important. Mormons
are sensitive tavhattheycallhi . Aof S o6l aKAYy3Izé GKS LINI OGAOS 27F
them like stonesin order to make a point or defend a principle

Instead, adopt a stance of humilit. y a § St R 2F &2 Sttt 6KIFIG @2dz a4l AR
KSNEQie @ O®P#ER al &z a¢KIGQa ACanyoulehmel y3a GKI
howy2 dz I NNRA @SR I i ['JKI a szRSNIa[’JI yR)\yEIKtheirut KA&d 3IADS
a2dNDSa 2F AYyF2NYIGA 2y sMybnderstaiditgGabouttiisdepi© y & K+ NB
comes from what | read in the Bible. Here, letsowe 2 dz |y SE Yiidilkg 2 F 6 KI G |
I 6 2 dz8oXmhat you are doing is explaining why you believe what you believe, instead of

telling them how wrong they are.

Mine #3: Contentiousness.

In the Book of Mormon there is a passagleere Jesus is quoted as sayiag, S G K I
hath thespirit of contention is not of mdésug but is of the devil, who is the father of
contention, and he stirreth up the hearts of men to contend with anger, one with
Fy20KSNX®Podzi GKA&E A& Y& R2OGNNY ST (KIFG &dzOK GK

So contentionanger, argumentativeness, adnflict in generalare seen as coming from

the devil. This is why in the Mormon culture, great value is placed on agreeability,
friendlinessgivility, and conflict avoidance¢ KSa S I NB y Qifl and df tRembetizt, f A (1 A S &
but when taken to an extreme, it makes resolving aoyt of disagreemendifficult to do. If

you have had much experience in talking abgaitir faith with Mormons they will often

saf G2 Stftx @Sasx &®nit K62 S By I@Hdbaut béirg Addeptive,

and more abouthe cultural distaste for any sort afisagreement.

So how do you have a meaningful discussion on subjects wherengaouthere islikely to

be disageement? CarefullyAnd with an eye to managing the emotionéhtate of your

discussions.

CKAA aSY20A2yLf Of A Yl @Bdiondard algg SivportahtWway2 NI I y iz 6 S
that a Mormon tests the truthfulness of something.C2 f f 2 ¢ @2 dzNJ KSI NI ¢ |y R C
FSSt Ay3aé | NEsoaat yithiorndys i Nowwenigiitrecognize that our

SY20A2y It adrdS AayQd | NBf Ateaviyshitgddd & 2 F 0 NHzi K
feelings come from God, and bad feelings come from the devil. So if you make them feel

bad, then guesswhi (i K S & Qyod with?a & 2 OA | G S

! Book of Mormon: 3 Nehi 11:2930
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And here are afew tipprr 2 ARAY 3 aO02y ISy A2y gouo 2Nl 6§KS | LILISI
discussions

1 52y Qi LINB&adzy$S G2 (S tReallyingbBdy likeskhiatinstdak S& o6 St A S¢
askoperS Y RSR ljdz8aiA2ya | o2dzi ¢ tkemiwithitingss 0S5t A SO ¢
likea{ 2 &2dz 605t ASOS e2dz O yKa@iheleleveI2 R 6 A i K

that, forcing them to defend those beliefs is counfgoductive. Your objective is
to understandhem, not identify targets to shoot at.

1 | a Messtatements rather than absolutesFor exampled a @ dzy RSNE Gl yYRAY 3
thisis suckandd dzZOK | YR KSNBQa ¢KIF G f SFRZhisYsS (2 (KA
what the Bible says, sndofdiscussionl & KA &4 Aa y20 o0SAy3a aaz2¥Faé
being humble andostering open discussion.

1 Beaware ofthe nonverbal waysyou communicate As best you can,gy attention
to the tone of your voice and the expression on your faéegou are naturally a
directperson with a more forceful personality, practi@ningthis with patience,
tact, and gentleness It can make a difference, especially in your initial encounters
withthem. ¢ KA &4 R2Say Qi YSoS oK |hé&dpudtia aiete S G 2
that gentleness angoliteness will take you much farther than lsteness and
sarcasm.KeepProverbs 5:1in mindY A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a
harsh word stirs up anger.

2 KATS LREAGSYSaa Aa OSNIFAyfe Justor2 NIKgKATE S
the sake ofbeing nicet L s@you carextendyour conversationsnd openup

greater opportunities to talk about whaeallymatters. The moment their

G O02y Sy iA 296t sak &filySudasel br&dibility. Y2 dzQf t 6S -1 6St SR Iy
Mormon,€ the conversation will shut dowmnd anything youaywill be considered

lies from the devil.

One final wordlet the missionaries be the teacherf\llow yourself to be the studentyou

R2y Qi ySSR (2 Oiyficthpda K2 DRy DABdza A X2y ¢KS& QNB A
aSIGxX FyR @2dzQNB/ R {2kl I0Xpa0dbieds@d tdiaveraSydick

answer or objection foevery pointthat you disagree with And when youlo raisean issue

R2Yy Qi GKNRG A de, Ridnstgaciskahenh to HRIK yotesolBefratissue. And

AT (KSe R2y Qi KIF @S | §2 yaky thdideliike théyyiavetSdile T2 NJ & 2 d.
you an answeright now. Gve them the freedomt@ @ = &2 SQf t 221 Ayid2 GKI
about it laterg

RememberfK S8 QNB & 2dzy3 LIS2 LI S 4 K FrierddiEdwadtdo | YR I NBS
GFt]1 lo62dai D2R® {2XGFt] lo62dai D2R $AGK GKSYH
never know the kind of impact thismay have 6n$ Y X2 NJ F2 NJ dyeut & YI GGSNE 2y
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2. W 30. ) &3
50 &5&3/ *5:

The central teaching of any religious systemwlismt we have to do

—— here and nowto get the best that the afterlife has to offaihat
rules we have tdollow. What hoops we have to jump throughiow toget on the good
side of God, or whoever we think decides our eternal destiny

Now, the detailswill differ from religion to religion, buk G Qa o0 a A @muld. And G KS &l YS
Mory2y A &Y A&y Qinthatrégard@ R NFGNBY KI OS Gk YRNIAZI®E 6 6 NI
calledthe plan of salvationki Ay @2f @Sa | 02 Y LhSdRoetdnityK 61 & FNRB Y X

But before we get into thaigonsideri KS 6 A6 f A OF f  MadsiMbryiongs@eita I £ @ G A 2y
Fa +  F22U0aa Sivdkgy yeiboylLif Ba  (iAFte allSwhadisi KS . Aof SQa
GLE Ly 2% abft@raarzy

We begin our existence on the earth. While on earth, we are either aligned with God and

His ways, or we NJ yAtQuidgment those who are aligned with God will enjoy eternity

with him; those who rejected him will be eternally separated from hiamd the real kicker:

Eternal lifeis not a matter of personal worthiness or wotksselfperfectionitQa | YIF GG SNJ 2 F
acknavledgingwho he isandbeing inrelationshipwith him. This is eartkshattering in its

simplicity. It issodiametrically opposed to the fundamental patternaniy other world

religionthat we could even say that Christianity its most basic sens&é & gvenia

oreligiore at all.

LiQa GKS Yrewkalef NBesug Ehridhdbsing us by grace, motivated by

f 23S Xl yR setditd. N tvd #oysand years, biblical theology has centered on

unpacking this simple, powerful trutandwe h @Sy Qi 332G GSy (2 GKS 062002\
and wonder of it yelt

But the Mormon jicture is much, much differentt is complexand even some of the finer
details of it are disputed among MormonSowhat we present here is a simplifiédelieve
it or not) version of it. (Check out the diagam at the end of this chaptér.

AnywaX KSNB 3I2Sao

&b

P We begin outindividual existenced dzi dzI f f 8-SR B 6 SK O EIN
\ﬁc‘;ﬁ%b =225 as the literal children dflea\enly Fgher anda Heavenly mother;
——— we wereborn and livel livesin Heaven in much the same way as
we have on earth Through our own worthiness the heavenlyrealm, wewere giverthe
chaceto enterthe next phase of our existence: Life on earth.
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While on earth our minds havéorgotten our preexistent life. @r mission
hereis toexperiencethis life, make good choices, amilove airselves worthy
to return to be with our Havenly Father We do this through accepting the
NS Mormon gospehnd obeying its laws and ordinanceSome of udo, but a lot
of usdo not

So when we diethe spirits of tlose whodid live the Mormon gospego to a
temporarydParadise&; while those who rejected it go to a temporai§@pirit
Prisort 6 & A Mié RonadJCatdliceaof purgatory.) Thase who get stuck
in spirit prisonhave the opportunity to learn whahey failed tograspwhile on
earth, and, if theyepent and believe the Mormon gosp@nd if peoplestill
livingback on earth perform the propgemplerituals ontheir behalf),they can
work their way upward and enjoy the benefits of the Mormon gospel.

s Then comes judgmentAtthe judgment everyonewill be assigned one of four
final, everlasting destinieDuter Darknesghe Telestial Kingdomthe Terrestrial
Kingdom andthe Celestial KingdomOnce that judgmet is made, the die is cast
and there is no room foadvancement.There is some variation in the opinions of
who goes where, buthe general idea is as follows:

The worst case scenaris Outer Darkness, where the devil and the demons are

cast ¢ KAa AayQd I o6A3 LI I @SNEotihdagpdeBl&K> Ay Y24
will go there. @ly those whahadreceived the fullness of the Mormon gospel,

), and thenutterly rejected it (these arelcf £ SR & | $J3f §ioll tofivEreiand @

“ go through the templeituals, and receive all that Mormonism offei@nd then

youreject it, well, then youare in danger oDuter Darknessut otherwise, probably not

Next up is the Telestial KingdomThis is where all thébad peoplé goX | Y R 0 &

some accounts, most dlumanity. The rebellious, the reprobatee

unrepentant,i K2a S ¢K2 RARY QG opportyun8y tdfoRa@lthg G+ 3S 2 F
Mormon gospel neither in this world nor in the spirit wordpl evelzisod (1 Q&

supposedo be pleasant enough. Better than eartifie! But here they have no

access to Heavenly Father or Jesus Christ.

Then comes the Terrestrial KingdonThis is a much greater platten the

Telestial Kingdom & plaedobeauty and joy This is where all the good and

decent peoplevho eitherrejectedthe Mormon gospelvhile on earth(but

received itin the spirit world but never had temple work done for thénor
those Mormons who failed to live up to the standards of Mormonisrhis isvhere people
will wind upwho arebasically niceGodfearing,law-abiding folks But their accss to
Heavenly Father will be cut off.

And then there is the Celestial Kingdagrthe higheskingdom there isand
where Heavenly Father dwellgth Jesus ChristThis is where all goahd
worthy Mormons ga includingthose whoonly accepted thevlormon gospel
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in Spirit Prisonand hadthe necessaryemple work done on their behalinddiligently
worked their way up throulg the ranks to qualify for it.

But all is not equal in the CeléstKingdom. Your standing there is determined by which

rituals you have done (or have had done foryou)¥ & 2 dzZQ@S 2yt & R2yS (KS ol
@2dzQf f GAYR dzLJ a aASNWIyGa G2 0Kebigess K2 KI 3S O
andmost importanttemple ritual isCelestiaMarriageor Temple Marriage.

If you have undergone Celestial MarriageND you have remained faithful to the

teachings of Mormonism, thenydudzl t A F& T 2 (dsoxcallédENEN aticn) [ A FSé
which is the right to become gods and goddes ovea whole

new realm. And thatompletes the loop the new god and his

goddess wife (or wives) then procreate the childiery I y-S 1B

S E A & (aBdyfHd @Hole procedure starts all over again.

Onething this picturedoes notfully illustrate isthe importance ofeternal families

GCF YAt ASE iskandbkn@vdaxBrdrSWoEnonismitA ay Qi 2dzad | aSyidAavYs
saying; this isloctrine One of the key attractions to the Mormon afterlife is the idefa

families being togethefor eternityt parents, spouses, children, siblindSo fow does

keeping a family together work if everyone is spread out across the Universe as gods of

different realms?Thatisjusta mystery that Mormons are taught to accept.

But all that aside, tha 2 N2y aLJ |y 27F aserio@drobléansiogmall2aSa az2vYs
biblicalperspective

a literal child of GodWhile ii Q& { N&®1zSI N | tidafion DR Q&2 6 S QNB
hisoffspring in that sensayvhenever the Bible talks abodh child of GocE it is

something webecomeby faith (see John 1:12)Ki @Gt a birthright Theapostle Paubften

uses the picture chdoptionto describe oufamilialrelationship with God (e.g., Romans

8:15, Romans 8:23; Romans 9:4, Galatians 4.5, Ephesians 1:5).

ff M P G2 S 1 NB | fMormBnism @atheshét averfohRy erdh is

In contrast, Mormonisnteachesthat we are alby naturethe literal children of God

procreated in Heaven in much the same way as here on EAritiwe aNJ yu$ dhildren,

but hisspeciakchildren sincey 24 €t 2F | SI @Syt & ClIOKSNDRa OKAf R
Earth. ® the fact that weare born here at alldemonstrates some kind of worthiness in the
pre-existenceThissense oentitlementgets in he way ofunderstanding thairgencyof our

need to repent and turn to God in spirit and in truthfter all,they reasonhow could a

loving fathereven think ofsendnghis childrentohell? y R G KI 1 Qa ¢Keé (KS& &asSs$s
of eternal punishment to beo minimal.

A historicalsidenote early Mormon teachingsuggested that our skin color was an
indication of our worthiness in the prexistence. Lighskinned people were seen as more
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worthy, darkskinned people as less worthy. This racist teachirsgféléen out of favor, for
obvious reasondyut this idea still persists in the minds of many oldeneration Mormons.
This is NOT something we recommend as a point of discudsidact,your young
missionary friendsnayhave never heard of this, and would be offended by it.

Jesus was the first child born of Heavenly Father. Everyone else, including you
and me and even Satdhucifer)himsef, are all younger siblings to Jesus. We
are essentially the sam@species as Jesus. The one thing that separates Jesustfremest
of us according to Mormon teaching, isat Heavenly Father is not ortllye spiritualfather
of Jesus, but alsois physicalfather. (Jesusscalledi KS G2yt & o0S32JesuSy 27
wassaid to have beenonceived by way of matural (i.e., sexual)nion between Heavenly
Father and the virgin Mary.

2 2. Jesus is our Elder Brothdvlormonismteaches thati the preexistence,

[e=N
A

WARNINGThisbeliefthat Heavenly Father had intercourse wNMaryis well-substantiated

in Mormon teaching manuajswritings of the prophes and lessons frorauthoritiesin years
past.However, ihas notb& y G dzZa3 K Y dzO Kgaik,§6r oD@ SegisonsSd S | NB& X
yourmissionariesnay never have even heard of this teachimgat least not thought

through its implications.f lyou bring it up, they may assume that you are repeating anti
Mormonlies{ 2 RBUQ&PYy 201 62NIK AGSP

Anyway, the real problem with thieaching is thaitt ddemotes Jesus to someone whis
essentiallylike us Jesus is natorshipedand glorified as God; he fiserelyhonored and
appreciated asur big brotherwho acconplishedmanygood things on our behalf

many Gods. ffe one we worship a8 D 2 rRust havehad parents,

grandparens, siblings and cousins, aunts and uncheany of whom are
presumably gods of other realm#And we, as his children, hathe potential to become
gods ourselvs, and our children after us.

ii 3. Many Gods. The Mormon plan of salvatissuggestghat there are many,

Sometimes Mormons will quote 1 Corinthians-8:6ut of contextd XA Y RSSR (G KSNB I NB
YIyeé J2Ra YR YlIyeé f 2NRaiosuggeStihatWhledthdegodsi K SNBE A &
may exist, ouD2 R A a MDXE @RYK 86 K2Y ¢S KI @S (2 R2®¢

However this denies thaepeated,absolute statements throughout the Bible that God
aloneis God. There is no other god. There was none before him, there will be none after
him. SeeBible Verse Referce Sheeat the end of this manual fax number of

references) So if the Mormon doctrine is true, then God is either ignorantraruthful

when he says thdte alone is God and th#there are no other gods besidem, before him,

or after him
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opportunity after our death(in the Spirit Worldjo get things right, and attain at

least somémprovedoutcome in the afterlife.For thisreasora 2 NY 2y & R2y Qi
feelthe sameurgencyto getthings right in this life, nodod KS& dzy RSNAR Gl YR |/ KNX
sense of urgency.

fi 4. Second Chances after DeatMormonismteaches that there will be an

However, he Bibleprovidesuswith noreason to expect second chances after deafuite
the opposite. Hebrews 9:27 teaches us that judgment follows deattewis€ WS a dza Q & G 2 NB
of the rich man and Lazarus (in Luke 4€3ms tarule out second chances.

{2 AT a2z2N¥2ya 0StASPS Ay GKS&AS theianBsSiegngnk OKIl y OSa
work at all? Why send out tens of thousands of young people to preasdsaage that

eventually everyone will get a chance to hear? Welf, Q4 (62 F2f R® hy | LISNA :
dolisten to the missionariem this life,and convert, then this wilbenefit you bygivingyou

a shotcut to exaltation andbypass many of thhassles in thapirit world And this is likely

the main motivation of your missionarieghey are doing this for your benefiBut some

wouldarguell K G FNBY (KS /thedahildykeQiah ABSINGE2LYS O\iaA AT & 6 dzA f
ky AaR2Y 2y S, thukddp the Mbribnipbrgdnization, to increase its

membership, its influence, its power, afat the risk of sounding cynigats income.

In contrast, he motivationfor evangelisnfor Christians is (or should be) radically different.
Itis to gloify God and mak&im knowrt pointing souls towardeternal lifewith him, and
away from eternal condemnation in hell. So the stakes are much, much hagtethe
consequences for ignoring the warning® far more catastrophic

5. Shelving Issuesdlhere is a common metaphor among Mormons called

G Lddzd G Ay 3 (KA yWHenthey ¢ncdiirieBome inG@hsEtenéyr

troubling issuethey & Lddzii A i 2 That is,Key d2ayHOk&ll dhibdr worry
about it theywait patiently for a dayhenit will be properly explainedThismay workfor
many. Bit someonewhose critical thinking is not easiyppresseavill find that their

G a KSf T éheavgdaha noSrie is providing them with satisfactory answers to their
guestions And the weight of thge issues is often me than the shelf can withstand.

But formanyMormons there islittle motivation toresolve thoseguestions.In fact, K S NGB Q &
evenafearof it. Iftheir investigations lead themtd f 2 8 S i K S Astép bizl@angm Y 2 y & ¢
Mormonism) theymaybecone apostates, andhenthe threat of Outer Darkness looms

large. So manyMormonsdevedop ahigh tolerance focognitive dissonangéhe internal

struggle we experience whdacts ollide with beliefs. Mormons can be excellent doctors,

lawyers, engineers and business professionals careers that rely heavily on empirical

facts and critical thinking and yet there is @firewallé that keeps critical thinkingafelyout

of the arena of their religion.

The Bible, on the other hand, encourages us to study, testuadédrstand Are there
things we will never fully grasp3ure. Bt the Bibleplaces a high value on thiggorous
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pursuit of knowledge (e.g., Proverbs 3:1Bsalm 32:8; 1 Thessalonians 52 And truth
AK2dz Ry Qi FSIFENI Ay@gSadAadalridrazyo

6.4 & al y L&Z [B2dRenzoBriow, wholwéukl beconteets”
president of the LDS Churgh credited with coining one of the rsbwell-
known (and criticized) axioms of Mormonism.

He said@ ( Kpiit of the Lord rested mightily upon mehe eyes of my understanding

were opened, and | saw as clear as the sun at noonday, with wonder and astonishment,
the pathway of God and man. | formed the following couplet which expresses the
revelation, as it washown me¥As man now is, God once wads God now is, man

YI® B5SoQ¢

This same idea wdaughtby the prophetJoseph Smith in 1844:

L Y 32Ay3 G2 GStf @2dz K2g D2R OIFYS (2 06S D
God was God from all eternity. | will refute that idea, and take awayéiieso that you

YIed aSSod X LG Aa GKS FTANRG LINRyY @dctedfoS 2F (KS
D2R YR (2 (y2600dikKlI{® KS é6la 2y0S I YIy 4]

Thatfamousphrase& Asdman is, God once was; as GothenY | & 0 Si@ghodked
an outcry from criticswhocall itblasphemyand rightly so As a resulit has been
downplayedbythe LDS Churdhn recent yearsespecially in their conversations witlon-
Mormons Your missionaries will not likely speak of it openly, and will probably resist
discussing it if you bring it upnthe nationalmedia modern LDS prophetsaveeven
dismissed itas speculativeor theoretical, and deniedt is a church teachingButinternal
Mormon communicationshow the doctrine istill alive and well

Some final thoughts.

2 S50ff RAAOdzaa (KA & 650Qf OrefdR KRR S LIOR A Rl dA Ny AY & N dzik
G2NR&a¢ Ay @2dzNJ RAaOdza a2y a Pplainlangudgé wordshke & G K G @
gospe orsalvation orgrace, faith evenChristian have different meaning®r Mormons

than they do forbiblicallyminded Christians.

So bok forworkaroundsthat usesimple everyday languageCheck out ouGlossary of
Misunderstood Terminologyn this manual foma list d frequently misunderstoodvords; we
share theMormon definition, the traditional definitionandtips on how totalk about the
concepts and without being misunderstood

Remember your missionariesvill use a lot of these religious wordgVhen they do, gently
ask for clarificationBut remember § KS@ QNBE y 20 GNBAY3I (2 RSt AO0SNI(

? Eliza R. Snow Smith, Biography and BeRecord of Lorenzo Snow, 1884.
jaYAy3d C2tftSG0G 5Aa02dNESTE W2d2NYIf 2F 5Aa02dNBSA cYo
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semanticakleightof-hand. ey are probablyust asunaware ofthe differences as you are.
{2 I @2AR lyed G2yS 27F | O00dza | inkadby sughendy @& 2 dz
& dzO K &ke it yaur objective tainderstandthem, not to get into battles over words. he

best way to doliis is to use plain language wilhumbleattitude.
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$" 3R

Sales representativen auto dealerships have a motto:
G52y QK S a&dl Wibétihe car cadod dhe
same could be said of the missionarigsir job is
not onlyto sell you on the LDS Church, but to
convince you ohow the Church will benefit
you.

Thelessonghat the missionaries will teach yaome from amissionary training manuaklled
Gt NBI OK a &enbralyithd$nissioharies @ discouraged from going etript, so what
we share here is likely goodviewof g K i & 2 dzQf £ NBOSA GBS

Thecurriculum that that the missionaries will usgay getupdatedand modifiedin the years to
com& FyR ¢gSQff GNB G2 1 SvBosite @wv.nmisfidnhn® M . catpl BRt- § S& FNRB
for the timebeing, this is how the lessons will go.

You will probablyget at mostthree of the five lessongGenerally they will only teach one lesson
per timethey meetwith you, so this could beverthree different appointmentg. Lesson four is
usually reserved for people whtave already committed tbe baptized,and lesson five is
intended only for after baptism. Certain components of four and five might be brought up, but
most likely not. So we will focus primarily on the first three lessdmgt, will touch on the

contents of the other two.

The Missionary Lesss

C2NJ SI OK f Saazy 6SQff LINRPOARS | adzYYFNE 2F (GKSAI
teaching. They are intended mostly to heljuidentify the errorsin their teachingwhich are
sometimessubtle5 2y Qi FSSt A1 S -ByBloz rebuttdd ® evargthingheyS || o0t 2 ¢

say, mtg KSy (KSe al e2dz 12 NBytzahbBsethesmwa2YSGKAYy3I (K
formulate your owrresponses and ask questiansarefully, humbly, and respectfully

“If you want to explore this further, the entifereach My Gospetanual is available fdree viewing or download on
the LDS.org website. The linkvisvw.lds.org/manual/preachrmy-gospeta-guide-to-missionaryservice (as of this
printing, anywayupdated link can be found aww.missionary911.comn)
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—=»_Lessorl: The Restoration

frel Lo

CKS FANRG YAaaAA2Y Il NE  DaAFXAE MK SO LA I & €K 2 Fw SiXK(S:
presentation.)The restoration ofvhat, you may ask? The restoration of thespel The
message is designed to pique the interest of people who may already have some familiarity with

Christianity They willintroducethe idea thatthe gospel that you may have grown up with is
atbest Ay O2YLX SGS® ' YR AF ( Ktktokrdd how # 8mple 8?S >~ ¢ 2 dzf Ry Q

of the word. He has a body of flesh amshe,and wants us to be happy, which can
happen through obedience to his commandments. Iflne obedient lives, we can return to be
with him after we die. We also need the forgiveness of sins, which Jesus @bvisted for us
through the atonement(See further discussion of thRtonementin our glossary

“- A. God is our loving Heavenly Fathewe are his children in thenostliteral sense

A LidQa GNHzS GKI G bub®ReRire ha? 0@ adchlidfer of Ha&&w@nlyt S >

Father. The underlying messdugeA & (G KIF G 6S T NB D2RQ& OKAf RNBY
because of our worthiness in the peristence No. We can badoptedas his children tlough

FIAGK Ay |/ KaMdiatic XSeé mizie discis@idn invddulé2, S | NB ! {f D2RQA

I KAt enhh&py B.)

™ B The Gospel blesses familieShe family unit is not intended tonly be for this
time on earth, but for eternity as well. Lig the Mormon gospel will bring peace and
happiness to families on earth today, and enable those relationships to continue through
eternity.

NOT our family relationships, but our relationship with Jesus Christ. The underlying
messagédiereis that living the principles of Mormonism is the only way we can
guarantee that our families will be united in the Céingdom.¢ KS a F2NBOSNJ FI YA &¢
the main goals of eternity more so, it would seem, than enjoying fellowship with God.

Q LGQa GNHZS GKIG fAGAYI poatihedbjediMateminieds Sa OFy o N

“— C.Heavenly Father Reveals His Gospel in Every Dispensalibraughout
history, God has led his people through prophetho have the priesthood authority to
GOt Ay D2RQ&a VY|l YS T2 NSpedalyappointedpiophdtsteyeivalie | A & OKA f
gospel through revelation, and they in turn bring it to the people. This was the patteriGibdit
began withAdamandcontinuedthrough men like Noah, Abraham, and Moses. Howewegr
time, people would reject the gospel, and fall into apostaamyd then God wouldeed to
appoint another prophet to bring the people back to himself

A LiQa GNXzS GKIF G iseéup paopledto p@ack isimgssagé thréughNJ
history, butthe underlying messadereis that Godheedsauthorizedhuman agents

® Preach my Gospéehtellectual Reserve, Inc., 2004, p. 32.
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with priesthood authority in order to move and act among his pediibevever, he God of the

Bible requires nothingf the sort He can raise up and tear down, he can move and duot sses

FAGOD IS Aa y2G 02dzyR 0& &RA,dldpynddntiupody aé¢ 2N GKgI |
speciallyordainedpriesthoodholders to carry out his wilBesides, most of the prophets in the

Bibke were not considered leaders, much less presidents of aclukcls @ 6 SNBy Qi S@Sy
necessarily members of theraelite priesthood More often than notthe prophetsvere thorns

in the flesh of the nation of Israel, warning of judgmeKi&ee more disca®n in our glossary

entry Prophet)

“- D.CKS { | OA2NDA HbdveN§iFathedsenahis soi Jasiishicestablish his
church on theearth,and to atone for the sins of all peopl#éf.we have faith in him,

repent, get baptized, receive the Holy Ghost, and endure to the end, we will receive forgiveness

of our sins and be granted the opportunity to gain eternal life. While on earth, he gave his

apostles the priesthood authority torpach his gospel.

A LGQa GNXzS GKFG WSadz OF Y,Buthedid etconde o (G2 al 9SS dz
establish an earthly kingdorithe underlying message is that Jesus came to organize

an institutonal church on this earth. Biésus was clearthathig/ A R2Y ¢l a ay2i0 2F (GKAZ
(John 8:23; John 18:3@yurthermore, the only way to be a part of His kingdom is through faith

in him. Mormonism howeveraddsa list of religiousrequirementdo be part of his kingdomWe

will unpack thoseequirementsin greater detail later in this section. JeQimsath and

resurrectionis said to have saved all mankinglood and bad alikdrom physicaldeath. That is,

it guarantees our resurrection at judgmenBut only through obedience to the Mormon gospel

can we be saved frompiritual death (that is,being barred fronthe Celestial Kingdom)

You mayalsohear references to Jesus suffering in the Garden of Gethseasgraat of the

atonementp ¢KS . A0fS R2Sa NBO2NR WS&adzaQ adzFFSNAy3 Ay
but Mormonisnmtends toemphasize Gethsemameenmore than the crossThis deemphasis of

the cross is interesting, in light bfCorinthians 1:18 C 2 NJ { Ktfe cigs Rolly2oFhose

who are perishing, but to us wiaoe beingsaveA G A & (G KS THe meSsbdedfthe D2 Rd €

cross is central to the authentic gospel, so counterfeit gospels will naturally want to replace it

with something elseMormonism dos not recognize the cross as a valid symbol of Christianity.

. 2dz 62y Qi aSS AdG Ay GKSANI YSSGAy3a K2dzaSa 2NJ 62Ny
dzy R 6 N2 i& th&glossary.)

“- E.The Great Apostasy. T (i S NJ WSaaddrie SeatR & hitfiekapostiesat the
hands of wicked merthe priesthood authorityerishedentirely from the earth. Over
time, the pure doctrineshey had taughbecame corrupted, and many falsehoods were
introduced because there was no prophetic leadership to guide people in truth. Mdsg f
churches emerged out of thispiritual darkess including the Catholic and Protestant churches.

LiQa (pedphavéf&lieniaway from faith, but there is ndhistorical or biblical
basis for the idea of a total, universal apostasy. The underlying message is that
without authorized priesthood authority, apostasy is the unavoidable outc@mi.

the priesthood can hold apostasy at b8yt the Bible refers to aystasy as the result ain and
faithlessness, not the result of tabsenceof the priesthoodauthority. We will take a closer look
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at the problems with the universal apostasy in ModuléAso e discussion @f ! LJ2 diid | & & ¢
the glossary)

B F. The Restoration of the Gospel of Jesus Christ through Joseph Sitér.

“ this long period ofiniversal, totabpostasy, Heavenly Father called a young man named
Joseph Smith to restore his one true church on the earth. Accorditig ccount,

Josephsmith was troubled by the multitude of differedenominationsand went into a grove
of trees to pray to know which one he should join. He was visited then bgeaparate
personages Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ, who told him to join none of thedrthabthey
GSNBE alftf gNRByYy3I¢E | yR G KSAthatar GdeESSSnRewoudyoNG tol Yy |+ 6 2 Y )
receive other visitations from other biblical figures (like Peter, James, and John) whoeshdow
Smith with the priesthood authority that had long seabeen missing on the earth, giving him
the authority tobegin the restored church.

is not necessamgncewe understand thahumaninstitutions arenot the means of

salvation only Jesus.i§This was the core isso€[ dzi KSND A wShde2 NY | GA 2y ®0
Mormonism teaches that | LJ2 A (| & & ¢ thedossif th&pridsiBoddikeys frogh The
earth, the restoration was all about thre-institution of the priesthood that is, the re
establishing of the one true institution.

f LiQa GNMHzS (KFG GKSNBE Aa | KA &dul2 NENRFG DORINNHA G A

Mormonism isaboutthe institution of God Adzi KSY G A O / KNRAGAL yAGe A& | 02 dz
relationshipwith God. Sas Christiansye canhonestlyacknowledge the failures ofur

institutions, lut those failureave no bearing on saving relationship with Jesus Christr do

theyprevent God from guiding his people in truth

But in Mormonism, théstitution is the gatekeeper of salvatiand truth® {2 AYy W2aSLK { YA
mind, if the instituions were corrupt, then the means of salvation &b broken Inhis mind,

andinmanya 2 NY 2y 4 Q Y God BatonhyivdrRthréugh the structure of aauthorized

institution.

“- G.The Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus Chriktseph Smith was
directed to discover a set of golden plates, upon wtaatollection of writings of ancient
prophets in the Americas had written. God enabled Joseph Smith to translate these plates into
what is today the Book of Mormon. The Book of Mon is the evidence of the authenticity of
Joseph Smith, and reading it is important for gaining the conviction that Smith was a true
prophet and that he was called to restore the true churchonthe eaitt KS K2y Said &SS1 SN
truth will soon cometdeelGi KI G GKS . 221 2F a2N¥2y Aa (KS 662NR

LGiQa GNXzS GKFdG GKS . 221 2F a2N¥2yBia | 3I22R i
the question is, does it pass the test? Does Joseph Smith pass the test?

As the missionaries talk about the Book ofrivon, pay attention tdiow often they use the word
GeekAyadSI R 2F & (Reinghibér ou distudsiorBabdutSediidg tdth with feelings

® Ibid., p. 38, emphasis added.
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in Module 1?They expect that the reader will experience an emotional reaction to the Book of
Mormon, which will confirm its supernatural origins.

Does thist F S Sdvdr fflappeno people® Sure. But we experience emotional reactions to all

sorts of thirgst songsmovies, stories, etc.uBtruth A &y Qi R S Ho® Madrféey/aBdat o &

somethingno matter howpowerfulthe feelings may heSo yes, some people do experience an

emotional responst the Book of Mormon Sonetimes it can baeltgeneratd, like the

emotional responses teongs or movies | 26 SOSNI AlGQa faz2 ApLIZNIFYyG 3
live in a realm where spiritual forces are at work, and deception is a primary tactic of atan.

Mormon believes that good feelings could never come fsatan the Bible says otherwise:

XF2N) SPSy {t+idly RA&a3IdzA&aSa KAYaSt¥ +ta 'y Fy3asSt 27

“— H.Pray to Know the Truth through the Holy Ghosthe way we can know that

the Book of Mormon is true, that Joseph Smith is a prophet, and that he restored the true
/ KdZNOKX A& GKNRBdAZAK LINIF &SN Gb2 2yS Oly 1y26 27F
our prayers, the Holy Ghost will teach us trabrough ourfeelingsl Yy R (1 K2 dzZ3K i & d¢

LGiQa GNXzS GKFd D2R OFy | YR RBRuRquatidgladrRS KA & LIS?2
thoughts and feelings wittruth is dangerouslL &t R2Say Qi GF 1S t2y3 G2 O
examples of how this can lead to disastBut aMormon will insist and be absolutely

convincedd KI i G KS al 2 fsdimselithfodgh thoughts skl feeliry s @ffirm truth.

Ly G4KSAN YA Y BehecauksesGod thlo/tiRegersdndillyat it ivadltruer end of

discussion Sovhenfacts and reasochallenge their belief, they fall back on that feeling,

convinced that it was from God.

Do we ever experience good feelimgprayer and irour relationship with God? Of course. But

D 2 R Q ais réwsaled iK his Word, notdur subjective thoughts arféelings.a ¢ KSNBE Aa I gl @&
GKIFIG asSsSya NRIKG G2 | YIFy> odzi AGase@GngighttAd GKS g1 ¢
what feelsright, is not always right.

kkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkhkkhkkkhkhkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

—&. Lessor?: The Plan of Salvation

fe Lo

-

¢tKAa A& GKS aRSI f g therechanicSof ko it a8 workiENeB thaBghiel (A 2 v
O2@FSNBR (KS Giy | &2 REdm@Hers BDE@E2 yeé2dz yS Ot 12 1y26
the missionariesill share with you about the Plan of Salvation (and more to the point, what

they g 2 yshaiie with you).

Their outline will go like this.
Heavenly Father before we are born on earth. His purposes for us are for us to become

like him. In order for this to happen, we have to experience mortality with a physozht.b
While we lived in Heaven, we accepted this ghafore coming to Earth. God gave us the gift of

“- A.Pre9 NIK [ATFSY D 2 R Q & W¢ adzthd feral ShildkeyoR t € 'y F

"Ibid., p. 39. emphasis added.
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GFr3SyoOeé¢ 2N GKS FoAfAGe G2 OK22aSo | 26 ¢S dzaS
we chooseobediencein this life, we can enjoy His prsce after this life, and become likem.

Bible. Therare referencasto Godknowing about us before our birth (e.g., Jeremiah

1:5), but this does not imply thate existed prior to our birthOther passages in the
Bibleindicatethat our existencébegan on earth, not prior(e.g.,Genesis 2:71 Corinthians
15:4547.) ¢ K S -& EINS (d&eifit@&sorefutes thebiblicalteachingthat mankind is born
bent toward sin.The preexistence doctrinezaches that wesarnedthe privilege of being born
on earth giving us arentittement that the Bible never gives us.

2 The idea that people existed in Heaven prior to their birth on earth has no support in the

“- B. The Creationandthe Fall of Adam and EveUnder Heavenly F&tS NI &
guidance, Jesus Chrimganizedhe earth for us to live. Adam and Eve were the first of
D2RQa OKAfRNBY (2 AYKIOAG LKeaAOrt 02RASA® ¢ KS:¢
forbidden fruit. If they had obeyed that command, they could haveaimedhappilyA Yy D2 RQa
presence, but could not hawexperienceceternal progression through mortality. Nor would
they have had the ability to have childreBven though Satan successfully tempted them to eat
0KS FTNUZA G GKA& 4 hiin thid wiay codildtiy pedresPDardbecdmellike y & h
God.

gave a commandmenb Adam and Evthat God actuallyntendedfor them to

disobey and thatAdam and Eve wouftl éve been able to hawehildren unless they
disobeyed! Ad without children, there would be no means to providertal bodies for the
waiting spirit children of Heavenly Fathedf coursetK SNBE Qa y2 G KAy 3 st GKS . Aof
Adam and Everould beunable to have childreanless they fell Butthe bigger problenisthat
this teachingy  { S& D2R 2dzi G2 o6S | YIFyALMdz FGA3S GNRO{ads
alea aR2y Qi R2 AlG¢ ohdzdea & God fakey lis odnmdnahdmeds R2 A0 ¢
so lightly or that he would ever consider disobedience to his wagback thing, is an assault on
his character, and downplays the deadly consequences of sin.

2 In Mormonismthe Fall is considered a good and necessary thitgy teach thaGod

Iday

B8 - Our Life on EarthWhen we come to earth, we are unable to remember pre-
“ existent life. The goal of our life on earth is to experience life with imperfect, mortal
bodies. We will experience joy, but will also be subjected to temptation, suffering, sin, and
ultimately physical death. In the process, we hope to grow aarchleo make right choices. This
Ad I ySOSaalNB ailiSLI Ay 2NRSNJ F2NJ dza (2 AYyKFoAG L

Mormonismrejectsthe idea oforiginal sin, or thebiblical teachinghat sin is something

A that infeds us as a result of the Fall (see Romans 5:12). Throughout the Bible, sin is
associated witldeath,and death with sinWe are mortahot by some preordained

design, but because sfn. We all will die because we all are sinnefsie wages of sin geath
(Romans 6:23)Howeverin Mormonism our lifeof mortality (and death)s arite of passage that
isanecessanO2 YLR Yy Sy i 2F 2dzNJ SEIFfdFdA2ys AyaidiSIR 2F |
to fix. It takesthe focus off the real nature of our problem (sin) and in so doingngghasizes
the solution (Jesus).
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came to earth as the literal son of God in the flesh. Because s&bigice, our lives will
not end with our physical death. If it had not been for the atonement of Jesus @hnidiyes
would endforeverupon our mortal death. However, because of the atonement, we will be
resurrectedt our spirits will be reunited wit our bodies And if we accegtim throughfaith,
repentance, baptism by immersion, the gift of the Holy Ghost, and faithfully keeping his
commandments to the endhen we can earn forgiveness for our sins and become worthy to
NEGdz2Ny G2 D2RQa LINBaSyoSo

“- D. The Atonement.Jesus Christ was chosen to be our Savior and Redeemer. He

0KS TtSaKé (i KGodanvas of fleshavazdhébioldgical fatier of Jesus,

who wasconceived of Mary in theamenatural, sexualvay any otherbaby is
conceived Secondnoted KS (Sl OKAy3 GKI G WS&adzaQ | G2ySYSyid ¢l a
resurrected.Without it, our journey would end in the gravia the Bible, the resurrection of the
deadia Y S@SNJ (A SR Afl @il bev&stirdmie@somd tehefndl ifeQefl dome to
eternal condemnatiofJohn 5:29) Returning to life to face judgmeita D2 RQA&t 2dza G A OS @
judgment Jesus will stand on our behalf, if we have embraced him in thi\liféthird,
according to Mormon tedtung, theforgivenesof sinsis conditional upon our fulfilling the
requirements of thélormon3 2 a LISt 0 6SQff 221 4G GKAA Y2NB Of 2a¢

2 A couple of things to noteFirst,g KSy GKS& (SFOK GKFd wSadza Aa (K

“— E. The Spirit WorldUpon our death, the spirits of all people go to the Spirit World.

Our condition in the Spirit World is dependent upon our life in our earthly existence.
Those who obeyed the gospel will live in peace and joy; those who were disobedient will live in
unhampiness.BASY 423 (KS 32alLJSt gAft 0SS LINBFOKSR G2 It
have a chance to hear). We will remain in the spirit world untilrdsirrection, when our
spirits and our bodies will be reunited.

rest and happiness for faithful Mormons, and a place of torment for everyone else. In

a2N¥z2y OANDf Sazr GKSaS NS NBFSNNBR G2 Fa atl
0 K2dzZaK A G Qthesasfrisivil ISefusged hy folrimissionaries. In theory, those Mormons
Ay tINrRA&AS gAft OlGdatte 6S FoftS G2 aSNBS Fa ay’
an opportunity to hear and receive the Mormon gospiide Spirit World isdtzNJ ¢ 8 SO2y R OKI y OS¢
to get things right before a final, permanent eternal destiny is assigned tMasnons will
sometimes defend the idea of the Spirit World with the passadeHeter 3wherethere is a
mention of Jesuskva A G A Yy 3 (i K So &vkile e Makahitig bahifid thidsaneiy
RA&LJzi SR o0& &O0K2f¢t | shgpdtiorkhé dogteng ds yaapht inlMNEBWGIER S | y &

2 ¢ KAAa d&aK2f RAY Hts betveer deattfagdNds@rdedion & 3&n as a place of

“- F. ResurrectionJudgment and Immortality. When our spirits and bodies are

reunited atresurrectionwe willbe2 dzZRISR Ay D2RQa LINBaSyOSo I ff
immortal at this point, righteous and wicked alike. But Eternal Life (exaltation) is only given to
K248 ¢oK2 2088 GKS F2aLI8td  9GSNYyILt €AFS A& af Ak
knowD2R | yR WS&adza / KNA&AG yR®(d2 SELISNASYyOS G(KS A

® Ibid., p. 53.
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strictly speaking, eternal lifeil 6 S aANJ y i SR (2 (K2aS gK2 az2o0Se

biblicalidead & 20S@ (G(KS 32 aLJS{séelonS6:27%). Thel NHzAa G Ay WS3
Mormonidea2 ¥ a2 6 S@ AlMepl BR alKEét I 64 yR 2NRAYIYOSa 27
RSTAYAGAZY amnmﬁ@%@wumxbm¥é@K£a.AofSAMSTAy a Sias
this is eternal life, that they know you the only ti@ed,; Y R WSadza / KNA &G 6K2Y @2dz
¢CKSNB A& y2 YéyﬂMﬁmwmmmgﬁﬂémmm£Wﬁmmmmw$ms
thesurpassing2 @ 2 F 0 SA y 3 ; heigtheDufilRn@rit of tuUNIBep&syldd@ngs and
desires.Mormonismtalks aboutd NB G dzNJ/ A y 3 { 2 but tiSelred §ohlfisdo bké ( K S NE £
Godliving in eternal families, angresiding as gods over new worlds.A YLJ @ Sy 22@éAy3a D2RQ
LINB a Sy O SighXoatheiog KAy&®K YI 1 S&a aSyaS AT D2R Aa aiavYLX e
the Bible is so much bigger and more awesome and beautiful than the Mormon concept of
Heavenly Fath&d ! & 2y S F2NX¥SNJ a2N¥2y 2y 0S &alrAR (2 dz&az a2

t According to the Bible, we alill face judgmentthe righteous and wicked alikeAnd

“— G. Kingdoms of Glory God will reward us according to our works and our desires.

Those who repented, received the ordinances, and obeyed the gospel will go to the
celestialkkingdom, and become like God, and receive the fullness of joy. Honorable peuple
did not live the gospel will live in therrestrialkingdom. Unrepentant people who persisted in
sin will receive théowest,or telestialkingdom.

.853aARSa (GKS O2yalLiAOdzdza Fr0aSyO0S 27 dhdzi SNJ 51 N
Aof]udgment,theﬂKNBS Gl1AYy3IR2Ya 2F It 2NEBE 2YSGAYSa
A

0a )
Jt2NBeV KI @S y2 olara Ay GKS . oté¢ LF¥ &2dz
AG Grfla o2dzi GKSAS GKNBS RSINBSazr ezt oAttt AT
dzLJI Ay 2 GKS aiKANR 35( Foudniylyt also bear afreenddcg/iiIK A I Y& MH Y M
I 2NAYGKALFYya mpYnm (2 a2yS 3Jt2NB 2F (GKS &adzys | y2iF

which is often used to describe the differlng glories of the cele®tiadstrial, and telestial

kingdoms. But a quick look at the context of either of these passages (and we recommend you
examine them) will show that this is tia reference to three kingdoms of heavdSee

a1 S @Sng glossary for more discussiortus.)

CKS . A0fSQa RSLAOGAZY 2F 2dRtEMYY D2RD A0 YISOl YbREBG
2y WSadzaQ NAIK(GS2dzaySaao NBOSAGS SIHiSNylrt tAFSo q
works) receive eternal condemnatioBut n Mormonism, our station in the afterlife is

determined by how we have performe@ dzNJ ¢ 62NJ a YR 2dz2NJ RSaAANBa¢ LG
jdzSaiA2yXK2g Ylye @g2NlaxX FyR K2g adaNRy3 2dNJ§SéAP
2NRSNJ (2 0SS O2dzy iBEFT¥PIRKEK{2LiGKRE F2NN¥VBIGIEATS Aa
FYR K2 LAYy3Iwhaunhyli B8 dNS FDS G(KIFG GKSheemsbkSaiié Aa 32
ONHzSt GNRO1 F2NJ I aft2@Ay3Ié¢ | SI @Sy tbblicall G KSNJ G2 LI |

Christanity, in whichour eternal destinysbased entirely omhat Jesushas donenot whatwe
have done
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What isMissingfrom the Missionary Lesson on thBlan of
Salvation

G¢KS . FR tfl OSat¢

,2dz2Qtf y23A0S GKIF G { LA NJnéntioanddA Thig iy lesk gbBut shielzling NJ 5 I NJ
you from unpleasant topics, and more about keeping you focused on what really matters

(according to them) Outer Darkness & Yy Qi & S Splayetsiéice hearly évengndlis going

to receive some degree of heavelt is reserved for those who enjoyed the full benefits of living

the Mormon gospelwho participated in the temple ritualsnd who turned away and became

apostates.

This does raise some natural questions, though. Jesus was pretty explicit indmisestest

concerning hell (or outer darkness$o why does this appear to not be part of the Mormon

picture? Jesus spoke of the sheep and the goats at judgment (Matthg4-26); he spoke of a

narrow gate to life and a highway to destruction (Matthelt¥14); even in theoften-quoted

versesJohn 3:16185 WS & dza & LIS [ F{yaR 26FO Ay FS@hAya b thaRyiean?

If a Mormon says that these refenly(i 2 G KS GSYLIR2 NI NBE &ALIANRG LINR&Z2Y X
story in Luke 16 abouhe Rich Marand Lazarusln that story, theboth men died, and the rich

Yy 6Syid G2 | LXIFOS 2F adzZFFSNAYy3IT GKohin& [ |1 I NHzA
called out ancpleaded with Abraham to seridazarus over to givi@m a}jd. But Abraham
refusedanda AR G KIFG GKSNB 461 a | FTAESR Ostheddda GKI G O y¢

that someone in paradise could cross over to help those in spirit prison.

Hell and judgment are uncomfortable topXss S I S ButWKI dia R2Say Qi akKe gl @&
talking aboutit{ 2 3ISyGfa | a] (GKS YAZaA2YyFNRSa 6KFG GKSa
hell.

The Origin of Heavenly Father

2S500S FtNBIFIRe YSyiAz2ySR (KIFd a!'a YlIYy A& D2R 2y 0S
missionary discussions. They realize that thimisffensive teachinépr biblicallyminded
Christians.

But instead of pouncing on them with the blasphemous lnaie Snow couplet, it would be
better to ask some opernded questions about where Heavenly Father came from. Has he
always been God? What did he do to become Gotiey may not give a complete answer, and
AT y203 R2 yamiputtkenday tRe dafdseS Y

Temples

Even though the temples are an essential part of exaltation and eternal life, they are not
discussedn the missionary lessons, at least not at fir3tis is because the temples, and what
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goes on in them, are considered sacfellormonstake vows to not discusswith anyonea
not even people who have experienced the temple ceremorind,especially not witpeople
who have never been.

The primary rituals performed in the temple are Baptism of children and new (living)
baptisms for the deadusually performed by youth in a| members into the church are NOT
special part of the temple}he endowment ceremony | Performed in the temple; instel they
which isthe induction into deeper Mormonism, and | &€ Performed elsewhere in baptismg
how one becomesasol f ft SR alGSYLWES T%”?’ﬂf}?ryv?%e%hat copete

. . : . , 1 ynmersion 1s possible.

ritual is said tqrepare participantso becomeda 1 A Yy 4 a

I Yy R |j deSte gedestial kingdom. Finally, therecestial marriagein which couples are
GasSkFt SR F2NJ SUGSNyAGee I yR | yikenaudmaticlljseatediac OKA f R NX
the parents in the eternal familfCelestial marriage is necessary for exaltation. (Originally, plural

YENNRF IS 2NJ LRtearyes gla GKS 2yt& YIFINNRFIS 02
necessaryor exaltation. This changed, howevarthe early 1900svhen the LDS Church gave

upthS LINF OGAOST YR 4OStSadAlf YIFNNRARFISBothwl a NBRS-
the endowment ceremony and the marriage ceremony can also be performed for thebgiead

proxy, in the sameavay baptisms for the dead are performed.

Because the temple rituals are considered sacred, we strongly urgeotd¢o pursuea line of

discussion abouhem. 52 Yy Qi LINPR GKSY F2NJ Y2NB AYyTF2NNXIGA2Y
the most youmightsay(respectfullyf & L dzy RS NA (ek of thé térhples i K G 32
considered sacrednd | respect thathut can you share with me as much as youaltewed to

talk about® 'YR tSI@S Ad Fd GKIGO

hiGKSN) ljdzSadAaz2ya &2dz Oy &1 FINBX a4/ +ty @2dz aK2g
temples | V2R 6RI2 Y2RSNY a2N¥2y (SYLX Sa O2YLI NB (2 Gl

The reason that these questions may be relevant is thatdare a number of reference®

temples in the Book of Mormofbut their descriptiondear no resemblance to the modern

Mormontemples. ThBlZ A& | NBFSNByOS 2N g2 (KIFG KAyida K|
G S Y LihoBgh fio mention of animal sacrifices or other ritualsnead about in the Old

Testament The Book of Mormorimpliesthat they functioned more likeneeting howsesfor the

FIAGKTAdA T 6KAOK R2SayQid FAG Y2RSNY az2N¥2y GSYLIX ¢
rituals, not meetings.There is no mention of artgmple ceremony (Jewish or Mormon) in the

Book of Mormon

Wi you really want to learn more about what goes on in the temples, there are some reliable sources online that

share this informationBUT REMEMBERis information is considered sacred to Mormons. Use this only for your

own information. Ifyoudeman G NI S GAYAARSNI {y26f SRIS¢E Ay @&2dzNJ RAaOdzaairzy
very offensive One reliable source of informationisfoundinth@ 2 N2y a Ly ¢NIyaAdAz2yé LE2NIAZ2Y
the Institute for Religious Researdtittp:/mit.irr.org/mormon -temple-endowmentceremony
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~ Lessor3: The Gospel of Jesus Christ

S

Thisthird lessomh & ¢ KI G ¢S @isis Gsuallykh@ast dfdhSléssos X
@ 2 dzQf f, unhe® Qo Agie&to getbaptizeda@®@ Ay (G KS OK dzNOK @ 0! YR o0&
GSYLIWGSR G2 aftSIR GKSY 2yé¢ 2N KAyd GKIFG @2dz YAIKI
deeper stuff. Your relationship with them needs to be built on honesty and sincerity.)

At first glancethe Mormondg2 & LISt 2 T  Mighthde@a fainkriNghofitlie biblical gospel

l'YR GKA&A A& RSTEAOSNIiIS® LGUQA RSaAdsSmmgli2 a2dzyR |
Christian ears will recognize the flap®tty quickly And so we want to helgou hone your

discernment In addition, the dayo-day reality of living (or trying to live) the Mormon gospel

has some disturbing problemwhich we will look at

The Mormon gospel looks a lot like a sales contréicgou think ofthesegospelrequirements

I &0far dzarS a&t tA%a O2y G NI Ol &laude® briewhich ofitihesinvkat G G KSNBS |
Jesus will do for you; but this clausecontingent on the othefive, which outlinewhat you do

for Jesus (in theory) or the LDS Church (in reality)

“- Part 1: ThrouglChristWe Can Be Cleansed from Stince we all have sinned,
FYR y2 AYLSNFSOGA2Yy OFly 06S Ay D2RQa LINBaSyoOS:
can return to Heavenly Father. Jesihsough his Atonement and Resurrectigrants al
people resurrection (reuniting body and spirit) to stand in judgment before Heavenly Father. At
this point, since Jesds| 4 A & TA SR D2 R BeavephyFStiecafgantin@ayza G A OS =
withhold punishment, and allow us back into his presence. tidatis not unconditional. é¢ldid
not eliminate our responsibility.

L {trQeithat Jesupaidthe penalty fo our sin, and took care of the sibstaclewhich
A o0f201a 2dzNJ Sy (i NI yASG mostyChrigtian® #dRQargud dhabe Srg O S @
not freeof the responsibility tatrive after holinessHowever, according to this
GI2ALBNEE&GQa RSEGK 3 NI ybiit BoRneSBSRYNGR/gNEss THE & dZNNB O A 2 v
contingent orour obediencéo the Mormongospel i 2 | S @Syt & ClFiKSNDRa aldArAat¥
forgiveness only works in our favor once we hqualified for it.

Ironically Mormons will still sometimes call thasrangementd & I £ @+ (G A 2TFhisie& 3INIF OS
misnomer, because inth@l &S aal t @ GA2y € A a(the e giffftifot2yt & a NB
forgiveness and eternal life.

“- Part 2: Faith in Jesus Christe must believe that Jesus Christ is the only begotten
Son ofGod,and Savior and Redeemer of the world. Through his gracenancl, we

can return to live with Heavenly Father. We also must strive to obey his commandments. We

work hard as we can to be more like him. Even though we will make mistakes, we are

constanty striving to obey him, praying for strength to avoid tentpia and sin. He blesses us

when we obey God.
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we doand imitate himeven thoughwe also know that we will fall short of that. The

problem with this Mormon teaching, however, is that the emphasis muostriving
and obedienceand not onhis grace through thecompleted work onthe crossL (i Qa +a A ¥ WS adza
made a down paymentforgaNJ a Ay &3 o0dzi @2dzQNB adGAftf NBalLRyaraof S

2 This soundalmostright; as followers of Jesus Christ, our objective is to pleimse all

Soit raises the questions:2H6 06 A 3 A & 2 dzNJ LI NEimughrstrivingiS & Y2 NI 3+ 3S¢ K
éenough? What is the bar that we have to pass? How y & & YA & & SaRe wedtllevedS v (i & ¢

before we are deemed unworthy of his forgiveness? stoymg must ouobedience, striving,

anddesirebein orderto satisfy Heavenly Fatheand how is that measured®anyg A f £ al 83X GD2R
gAtt KIFI@S (2 0SS (KS bB¥ZARAZ PAY R kddangksthepiGiia NI & NI 8 K >
of eternal life before us, but be unclear about whether we can expect to att&ia ihany

Mormons are left with nothing better thafilry yourhardestand hope for the best ¢

Thisis why the biblical 2 8 LISt A a a@mpleted work nltHe dross isWtBeicalzérify for

all our sin and shortcomingsincluding our failuretoobeyy S RARY Qi &G NBHEAY | y OS¢ 2 dz
paid it entirel,. Mormon2 F 1 Sy YA & OKI NI OGSNAT S elasaicenskta G A yQa O2
sing or to be lazy about doing good workButWS & dza Q T AdiAlikedse y6 Sidat dodsa

it prompt us totake our sinlightly. Just the oppositelf we have been transformed by His grace,
thenseekingholiness and obedientecomesay I (G dzNJ £ 2 dzi L2 dzNAYy 3 2F 2dzNJ O2y
completed work on our behalfAnd when we fall, it grievass because we knoivgrieveshim.

Yetthe difference is and it is ahugedifferenca in the midst of our failuresye canremain

confident in his promise to never forsake liscause we know thatevare judgedot by our

worthiness for we areall unworthy), butby whether we have put all our hope and trust in Jesus

to forgive us This confidence, this assurance, this rest, is not enjoyed by Mormons.

w- Part 3. RepentanceRepentanceneansto change our thoughts, beliefs, and

O0SKIF@A2NR (2 0S Ay tAYS 4AGK D2RQaA gAff @ 2 S

/ KNRA&GQa YSWOGSABY R BNRAaAGQAa YSNOe 2yfeé GKNRdzAK N
confess it to God, are remorseful of it, and change our behaaimt do all we can to make

restitution for damages caused by our pastginS I f 42 O2y¥Saa | P& RDASNE &S
authorized Church leaders. Genuine, perfect repentance is the permanent putting away of sin.

Even though we may continue to sin, we must strive to correct our transgression and develop

Christlike qualities.

First, what the missionaries will skeawith youappearsclose to the biblical picturef

A repentance Repentancdsi KS OKIFy3S 2F KSINI YR YAYyR G2
ways are right, and our ways are wrong, andaes causa change in ouattitude

andbehavior to conform to that which pleases Gdétbwever, in the Bible, repentance is often
referred to as a gift granted by God (e.g. Acts 11:18, 2 Timothy 2:25) and not a product of sheer
willpowerand striving2 KAt S GKS YA &aA2yHNABAHARS { CARBYE FANKAY KA
imperfection, this is not entirely faithful to Mormon teaching. Re@INX 2y G NB LISy (il y OS¢ A
more difficult matter One of the previous Mormon prophettated,

Your Heavenly Father has promised forgiveness tipiah repentanceand meetingall
the requirements, but that forgiveness is not granted merely for the asking. There must
be works many works andanak2 dzi >z G2 G+ f &adz2NNBYRSNE gAGK | 3
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ONB 1Sy KSI NI I yéepdnds GmryyoudetiieSor itlydiu bk (i ¢ Q
forgiven, and wha.*

In other wordsthere is no forgiveness apart frooomplete cessation of all siand perfect

obedience to the requirements of MormonisnAnything less than this may disqualify you from

WS a dza Q F@hisRacking ynSraaaydthers like it, have been the source of untold secret

despair among many Mormons honestly striving to pleaserGuetause deep down, they know

GKSe OlFyQid YSI&dz2NBE dzlJ O02YLX SiSfeé |yR LISNFSOGEe&do

Note alsaheesb2 NI | G A2y (2 O2y &S aduthanied&hiich ldaSaN@ualigza & A
the bishop of youcongregation. In theory, thissto receivehep in overcoming a sin problem.

In reality, the result is typically less favoraldBshopsare unpaid volunteers, and mdsave little

or no training in counseling NJ & LJI-daENhRe Ndmg Bishops may be caring and
compassionatéy nature these qualities are not prerequisites, nor are they particularly common.
Neverthelessheir decisions ar® 2 Y & A RS NB R 4iMReyade &llowied hicad disti&idhd
dealing with confessed siand many of theirdecisionseemarbitrary, and often more punitive

than restorative There is aeal danger that theconfession of @serious sin(usually this means

a sexual sin) coulgsultA y 2y $ Q& S ExCegel iftieypdrOn hasiceaged the sin, is
sufficientlyremorsefuland penitent and is doing all thegan tobring their life back into order

So naturally, rmanywho are sincerely and humbly seeking help in dealing with a simdss

reluctant to confess, because therditite confidencehat their situationwill be treated with

respect, love, grace, or even confidentialiBut even more serioushhéeirbishop effectivelyras

the power to withholceternal life from them

“- Part4. Baptism, Our First Covenaraptism is a sacred ordinance, or covenant,
between the believer and God. It must be performed by total immersion, and by
someone who holds the proper pritb®od authority. It is symbolic of the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus, and our own putting away of the old life and taking on the new life. Once
this covenant with God is made, it puts us undatrongobligation to obey his commands. It is
a saving ordinance, meaning that no one can enter the kingdo@od without water baptism.
It is a prerequisite to becoming a member of the LDS Church. God promises to be with us as we
keep his commandmentéfter baptism, we remember our covenants through taking the
weekly sacramentwhich isalsoa commandment TKS &l ONJ YSy G G KSf LJA dza NBY
KFI @3S (KS { LA NAGenegllyéhikdrenzie nbt baptlzed antiléhey are eight years
2f R 6KAOK A& O2yaARSNBR (KS aF3S 2F | 002dzy il oAt

identification with Jesus, hiathand resurrection, it isot, in itself, at 02 @GSy | y i ¢
that we make with God, nor is the water ritual something that contributes to
salvation. (See more discussion Baptismin the glossary)

2 WhileA G Q&  ivAt@ASapti8nkis aimportantoutward expression of our

The statenent that God will be with uas we keep his commandmenig&s a negative, unspoken
corollary:i KS 06 St ASTF (i Kiepart fron2 Rwhan wa fali(INthisiwerg ihdedd the
case, therwhat hope would there be for any of Js?

2 Spencer W. KimbalThe Miracle of Forgivenegs 324, emphasis added.
' preach My Gospel: A Guide to Missionary Sergicé4.
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¢ KS a2 Naranghé igcarsiderech weeklyrenewalof the cavenants we made at our

baptism. h form, it vaguelyesembles a Christian communion, excepbitsistof bread and

water, not wine or grape juicé2 Its meaning is also different. Sacramentinenunionin

historicChristianity isiot a renewal otovenant2 NJ 42 YSGKAyYy 3 (KIF G aKSf LA dza |
but rather,a remembranceand celebratiorof the sacrifice that Jesus made on our behalf.

“- Part 5: The Gift of the Holy GhosBaptism by water must be followed by receiving

the Gift of the Holy Ghost. After baptism, one or more members of the priesthood will
flre GKSANI KFYyRa 2y (KS LISNE2YyQad KSIR yR O2y TAN)
gift of the Holy Ghost. If&wremain worthy, the Holy Ghost will remain with us to continually
3dzA RS FyR GSFOK dzaxX KSf L) dz& 3INR g joyafidRvai @St D2 RQa
of danger. The authority to confer the Holy Ghost was lost for centuries dapadstasypbut
NEAG2NBR GKNRdzZZK G(GKS LINPLKSG W2aSLK {YAGKO® ¢ KSH
f AGAY 3 OKIZNOK dzZLRRy #KS FIO0S 2F GKS 6K2t S SI NIKd

authority isi KS & 3 I @féhe Bofy IGRobtXor Holy Spirithccording to the Bible,
the Holy Spiritlwells inALL true believers in Jesus Cligsy., John 7:3%Romans 81
and while there are referencésthe book of Acts whettbe Holy Spirifills a person with the
layingon of handsthis was nota universal formula or ritualGodhas the prerogative tplacehis
Holy Spirit owhomever hechooseswhich he made abundantly cleartime account of Petr and
Cornelius, in Acts 10Another troubling aspect of this teachirgthat ourpersonalworthiness is
a prerequisite for the Holgpirit remaining with usMany Mormons fear thaffithey stumble
badly enoughtheyNA 41 a2 FFSYRAYy3I¢é¢ (GKS |1 2t& DKzzald FyR Oy

2 Perhaps one of the most troubling aspects of this teaching is that the priesthood

N

“- Part 6: Endure to the EndOnce we have professed faith in Christ, repented, been

oFLIIAT SR yR NBOSAOSR G(KS |1 2fe DK2adx ¢S Ydzal
to all his commands throughout our life, and strive to remain free of sin every day of the rest of

our lives, andnly by doing this will we qualify for eternal life.

However, this isll aboutremainingin Christ, from whom comes our powetive holy
lives He is the one thatgeps us (Jude 1:24) and who will complete the work in us
(Philippians 1:6). But in Mormonism, the responsibility lies squarely on our shoulders. It raises
the same question as befardow do we know if we measureup?2 ¢S NBI f f & G SESNI S
STT2 MBtime?5(2f 6 S NBtatb & RRY G R2 fwe must ddn® Neéphi | G S a
2523?L F 6 S QNE K #\5 SR higdesireo be free from sin, we may strive hoeak
free from it andwe may even be able to modifuicbehavior to a certaimaent. Rit the ugly
core of our sinful nature is a condition that only Jesus cawfxare wholly dependent upon him
F2NJ 2dzNJ 6§ SYRdzNI y OS d¢ CKAa Aa y2G GKS aSyRdzN} yOSé
unrelerting pursuit of selperfection, which il only result irdeepfrustrationand despairand in
the end, failure.

2 The Bible does talk about endurar(eeg., Matthew 24:13, Mark 13:13, Hebrews 12:1)

PIAYyOS GKS sAyS sFa + Of SI NJ RS LI iSdirfods yhat this symdla dza Q o f 2 2
was removed from the Mormon sacrame(iThe unavoidable irony is that while Jesus turned water into

wine, Mormons have turned it back into water!)

*Doctrine & Covenants Section 1, verse 30.
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Lessos 4 and 5.

2S g2y Qi 32 AYRAZIY de®S aBS GISKMtazyasz o6SOl dzaS @& 2dz LINI
least notin full. LessdourA @ Ol tf SR a¢KS / 2YYlI yRYSyrcéié IyR Aa
the investigator hasnade a commitment to be baptized and join the church. It consists of the

moral law and behaviors that Mormonisteaches are necessary feaemaining a member in

good standing Lessonfivda & OF f ft SR a[l ¢a FyR hNRAYylIyOSazé | yR
only after baptism, and it touches on some (but not all) of the deeper does of Mormonism

as well as some administrative instructsn

Lesson 4: The Commandments

1. Pray Often.Mormonism teaches that there are certatorrectformulas for prayers,
AyOf dzRAY3 GKS dzaS 27T ¢ Keferringto&dhs®i K S & NEPR NB i & 2 6z
etc.), and ending prayers witthe tag.a Ly G KS yIFYS 2F WSadza / KNRAGZI Y

2. Study the ScripturesMormonismQ a & a ONJR LJi dzNEB a éarePhBodkiofi | Y Rl NR 4 2|
Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, the Pearl of Great Paicdthe Bible (King JamesYhe
Bible is generallgiven less importancthan the three unique Mormon scriptures.

3. Keep the Sabbath Day Holih Mormonism, Sunday is the Sabbath day. We keep the
Sabbath holy by attending church, refraining from worinfrcommerce (no shopping or eating
out), orworldly recreation

4. Follow the Prophet.Since we acknowledge that God speaks through the living prophet,
we must obey what he says.

5. Follow the Ten Commandmengsee Exodus 20:87).

6. Live the Law o€hastity. Chastity is strict abstinence froamysexualactivity outside of
monogamous, ongnan/onewomanmarriage& I YR O2YLX SGS FTARStAGe G2 2y
marriage.

7. Obey the Word of WisdomThis refers to the Mormon dietary restrictions. Since o
bodies are sacred, they should be treated with respect. Therefore, we are to seek out healthy
foods, andwe do not useharmful substances, such as alcohol, tobacco, tea, and caffegy

illegal or harmfulrugs in any form.

8. Keep the Law of Tithg. Tithing refers to giving ten percent of our income to the LDS
Church. The funds from tithing are used for the building and sustaining of Church facilities and
activities.

9. Observe the Law of the Fasrthis refers to the practice of foregoingdveonsecutive
meals, once a month (usuallyoundii KS FANBR GO {dzy RF& 2F StheK Y2y aKo®
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amount you woulchormallyd LISY R 2y G(GKS T2

R @2dz RARY Qi O2yadzySs
F2N) 6KS / KdzZNOKQa LINPANF Ya F2N | T2

NI 6§ KS L2z

Lesson 5: Laws and Ordinances

1. Priesthood and AuxiliariesThe priesthood (Aaronic and Melchizedek) is to be conferred
on all worthy males. Variowgeekdayprograms for youth and adults (men and women) are
also an expectedpart of the ongoing life bMormon membership.

2. Missionary Work.All members are expected to do all they can to support missionary
work, praying for them, praying for namembers, etc. All worthy males from age 18 are
expected to serve twqgyear missions. Women 19 and oldee also allowed, but natequiredto
serve on missions. There are also mission opportunities for retired couples.

3. Eternal Marriage Eternal marriage is an important part of the plan of salvation, and in

sustaining the most basic unit of the churéhK S T YA & ® alk NNAI3IS Aa 2yfe
sealed by an authorized priesthood holder in the temi#ternal Marriage is necessary for

exaltation.

4. Temples and Family Historjormons do genealogy in order to identifigceasedamily
members &nd others) who never had the opportunity to be baptized into Mormonism. The
temple, then, becomes the means for these dead family members to be bapyzpbxy
(baptism for the dead). Thendowment ceremonies and eternal marriage sealiogs also be
done on behalf of the dead in the temple

5. Service.All members are expected to perform some type of volunteer service in the

az2NXY2y [/ KdzZNOK ® ¢t KSaS aKAFEhe Bsheép ortotNdhigr@d £ £ SR G OF £ £ 7
ecclesiastical leader wilppointaperson to perform a particular duty. These dutieslude

housekeepingd K2 YS (Sl OKAy 3¢ o0@AaAiildAydachh§SuodaNE 2F (GKS |
Schooladministrativetasks leadership positions ivarious auxiliariesand positions of

ecclesiasticahuthorityand others. Thesd¢td 1 & | NB O2y A DRANFR (i d BBI dzf @ loNE

The Temple Recommend

a2NB AyaldNHzOGA2Y 2y a2NX¥2y R20GNAYS 2 00dzN.
temple. Once you have been a Mormon in good standing dbteast oneyear,

you are eligible tgo before your bishop and stake president (another

SO0t SaAladAOltf fSIRSNIAY a2N¥Y2YyA&AYOD (2
Recommend The Temple Recommerslactually a physical form of

identification that isrequired forentry into the temple. The Temple Recommend is generally

goodfor two years after which time you must rgualify.

QX
(s}
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The qualification involves an interview in which your ecclesiastical leaders will ask you if you

uphold thetenets of Mormonism (Faith in Chrishe validity of the LDS Churels the only true

church the validity ofJoseph Smitls the prophet of the restoratigrand thevalidity of the

currentliving prophet, etc.) They will also askyou are following the Commandments (Word

of Wisdom, Law o€hastity, whether you are paying a full tithe, etcrjou will also be

questioned about other areas of conduct, and whether yo& dzLJLI2Z NI S F FFAEf AL GS g A
GAGKE ye LISNER2Y 2N ANRdzL) 6K2aS GSI OKAegeda I NB
guestions to the satisfaction of the bishop and stake president, you are granted a Temple

Recommend, at which point you may enter the temple and begin the process of learning about

the temple ceremonies, the covenants you must make there, and theinimga.

O( ey
NY

You will also be instructed toot discuss any of the ceremonies with anyone outside the

templet not even with people who have already gone through the temple. These ceremonies,
rituals, and teachings are considered so sacred that they cannotsbassied outside the walls

of the temple itself.Until 1990, they actually swore blood oaths not to reveal anything that
went on in the temple.

LG A& AyidSNBadAy3da G2 O2y (NI aave spokeh apentyroiiné WS a dza Q ¢
world. | have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come together. |

have said nothing insecrét. ! Yy R A Yy a Wil telfypu invitie darky say irdthe light,

and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetéps.

Whenchallen§ R A GK (GKS aSONBOezI az2Nk¥2ya gAftft 2F0GSy al
ASONBlGd¢ . dzii G KS NXBute$esrat 8Butihask thigls DdsiSatre@td vy 2 1 I G K S &
authentic Christianity are the very things we must keep a secret!
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4. The problem
with pies

This module is the one thatanylLJS 2 LJX S | NB Y2aid AYyGSNBadSR Ay:
to approach with the most cautionThis is where we discuss some of the problems with
a2NX¥2yAayYQa ThNSahdé mang weAméanidg peoplédeginin their discussions

with Mormons. Andinfortunately, those discussions often eitigeret abruptlyand painfully

as a result.So consider this the first of several warnings!

One thing thasets Mormonism apart from mositther religionsis thata lot of itstruth claims

can betested againsempirical evidence Many other religions make ethereal and spiritual
claims that fall outsidéhe ability of science and history to prove or disprove. But this is not the
case withMormonism. Theproblems arevidespread angystemi¢cand have filled many books
and articlesover the years It actuallymakes Mormonism aembarrassinglgasy target for

critics.

But youabsolutelymusta S i 2 dzi 2 Tmeit#itg & G NHS G ¢

So whyre-hash all this? Because we cannot emphasize enoughttieat are no silver bullets.

Beextra-cautiousto avoid this mindset. So with that in mindevinave carefully selected a few
& A & airdsBocdtegories: 1) Book of Mormdssuesand 2) Joseph Smith issudsach issue is
chosen based on the following criteria:

o dzii

1. It must appeal to common sens@hatis@ 2 dz R2y Qi Viéaddutyi 2 NXzy {2

academicscientific,theological or historical sources in order tmack up your point.(All
that would dois pit your sources against theiydnstead, heseareintendedto engage
basiccritical thinking.

H® LG Ydzad 0SS @SN BAIFDSES afpotmseSadagnesl foy ¢ a2 N 2

any source material, it has to leasilyaccesible andconsidered reliabland safeby
Mormons.

3. It must focus on the core issue®Ve steer away fronsensationaland sensitive)

issuediked Y I Hnbldbwvearé &l GF yA O a@dYoz2fa>x CNB&SwlI a2y NER:

Kolob, etc. While thesmay bereah 4 4 dzS&a> G KSe& R6@RaG 3IF Ay dza
discussionsand will only make Mormons defensive.

4. It must lend itself to further investigation.Thepurposeof these issues is not to put
missionaries on the spot and force them to defend thetes, but ratler to raise

guestions thaget them thinking and investigating on their owRemembeywhat you

are doing iplanting seeds5 2 y Qi SELISOG (2 oNAy3a (KS&asS A&
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discussions®2 R2y Qi F2NDS

i K Bthed dowa &ithdSgicand2 NJ (0 NB

reason Tlose seeds may not bear fruit for months, or even years. But when they do,
they could be instrumental in their journey out of Mormonism.

¢2 YF1S$S

0KAY3a camalp wittalmidaddoric@dviBedn the Srnf anacrostic:

al t t [ @ &dcHlehdr stands for one issue you can bring up in your conversafides.

orderis not important each of these issigecan stand on its owh

Ly FI OGx

have an opportunity to present more than a coupleldm in your discussionanyway Just
have tham in your hip pocketandto bringthem outdepending on where your discussion goes.

The wordd ! t t illdepresent soméBook of Mormonproblems, andvith & t L ®e{wél look

at someJoseph Smitiproblems.

APPLE:

‘ A stands forApostasy

By now you should be familiar with the-6bl- f £ SR

GANBLFG FLadlaexze

the apostles died, the priesthood authority was taken from the earth ewetythingfell apart,
sp|r|tually speaklngAs a result, keycn:btrlnes were changpl and removed, churches became

02 NNXzLJG = I)/R 0KS LJ2gSNJ

i) LA o IRVA NnNaDN3X A

RAAI LIJISEFNBR O2YLX SGSt eX
called by God to restore everythingpme 18
centuries later.

This is one reason we want you to accept their free
Bookof Mormonon their first visit and read the first
14 or so chapters of the first book, callEdtst Nephi
O LINR Y 2 dzy- D& RE G d IPAINES 2y S
that make upThe Book of Mormon

The Book oFirst Nephtells the story of a family of
Israeliteswho, led by a vision from God, left
Jerusalem around 600 BC, and saftadhe

Americas. They would eventually gvénto a great
nation, the remnants of which exist today as Native
Americans. The first 14 chaptersFifstNephitell
aboutpart ofthe joumey, but more importantlythey
containvisions and prophesies that thmeain
character, Nephiarighteous mansupposedly
received from the Lordncludingthe dapostasy and

N

) The Book of Mormon is
arranged in a similar fashion to the Biblé
Aa | O2f t S Ofivaryinhg lendtr,
each of which isroken down into chapters
and versesThe Book of Mormon contains g
lotofsoOl f £ SR GELINBNIKESAY
written down before the evenia question
tookplac&X t KAy 3a fA1S 0K
life, and even the colonization of the
Americas by European®Now, these
prophecies would be remarkable if the Bod
of Mormon reallydid pre-date those
G LINZ LIK S & ABsiRféhe BogkD¥ G a
Mormon is a product of the focentury, as
the evidence suggesthen these
& LINE LIKc&uld haBddy be called
prophecies, since they wettgngs that
Joseph Smith would haeéready known
abou.

GF ANBEG FYR FIOWRRAGT 03 S

TS OUAT GADNIAT TXZo T
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0§KS RS@Af ¢ 3 nadtoall Chiirchesiexcept tNBeTBeNdurch.

Make no mistake; the scalledéGreat Apostasyisnothistorical C2 NIidzy I 1§ St 83X &2dz R2y(
to have a history degree to talk about itolvcanchallenge the notion of the Great Apostasy on
its face, byidentifying its implications and fatal flaws.

I SNB Q& takidvayYTo dcgept he Great Apostasyneanswe have to accepti K I i WS & dza Q
apostles, who had been given authority by Jesus to proclaim His Kingtiothe ends of the
earth, were an abysmatfailure.

Theywent to their deathswithout everbothering toraise up a new generation of apostlés

carry2 Y G KS A NJ & LINAéRaniekBe iR the MaimikrenNidklséteno salvation can

exist apart from the priesthood authoritySo tis is a big €al. This is a massive failuréhe

means ofeternal lifewas completely taken from the earttAndi KS T+ A f dzZNB R2Say Qi &
apostles. It would also implicate Jesus himself. éither failed to properly trairhis apostles

while on Earthor hechose the wrong people for the jobr he neglectedthem entirely, leaving

them to their own devices, never guidingsustainngthem in the work they were doingAnd

that promise to be withthendi 2 G KS Sy R 2F GKS | 3S¢ &alRARYIM HyY
keep his word.

Historic Christianity has always maintained that God supernaturally presidisgeople
through the ages. Not through organizations, or priesthood authority, but through the Holy
Spirit, who resides in every true follower of Jaesthe rise and fall of empires and
organizationsand the twists and turns of history and humewentsare not an obstacle for him.
Heknows his own, and his able tolead and guidall his people, personallyndividually, and
corporately To accept the Mormon teaching of the Great Apostasy is to acceptzbdis
somehowlimited bythe humanstructure of thepriesthood,and can beéhwarted by the events
of historythat seem to take him by surprisénd it makes Jesus out to be a very powmnager.

{2 GKS GaDNBIFG ! LIRaidl ae whyaiBidsustand by dod wafcNhis2 F 1) dzS & 4 A 2
church fall into ruin?Why did he permit the apostles to be killed off before they had a chance

to pass on the priesthood¥as he unable to help them®r unwilling?What does that say

about his power or his charactet®hydid he break higromise that the gates of hell would not

LINBGFAf F3AFAYyad KAa OKdzZNOK o6al iiG§KSg mMcYmyOK h NJ
15:16)? And why would Jesusrgkthe apostles out to make disciplegth his authority

(Matthew 2818-20) and promise them the power of the Holy Spiioitwitness to the whole

earth(Acts 18)? | Yy R (i K Svwguldéédallowhisbelovedchildrento languish in unbeligf

cut off from etenal life,for almost two thousand yeardefore putting things back in order

through Joseph Smith?

The Great Apostasy is not just a story of human failuré€ & story ofD 2 Rfaldre.

Okay. Even though & present these issudsuntly for you, you need to handle them gently and

GAGK NBALISOG TFRMNERANI ¢aISYIHISINGIRES 2 FI RAZ2d 28T (KS
language that we mentioned earlier. You are putting the problergaurself notdumpingit

onthem® L £ @ 2 dzQ kBsonkehdlpyingsolingyour dilgnimy.
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Yourh{l & L GKAYy]l L dzyRSNRiGFIYR ¢gKIG @2dz2QNB &l eAay3
fell apart after the apostledied, right?

Missionary: ¢ K 4 Qa4 NAIK{ P
You:r¢ KSNBEQ&a a42YSGKAYy3 L R2y Qi 3SGX (K2dAK®
Missionary:2 KI 4 Qa GKI (K

You: Well, my understanding about Jesus is that as the Son of God, he knows all things and can

do all things. | mean, he created the eattle, atoned for our sins, and made a way for us to be

with Heavenly Fatheright? (Right.) Welli R2Say Q4 YIS aSyasS G2 YS GKIQ
that he would allow the apostasy to hagp in the first place If he wanted his church to remain

intact, and thepriesthood authority is the only way to do that,seems to me that & would

somehowguide the apostles to pass on their authority to new peoplehsd the church could

continue, instead of lie in ruins for 1800 yeafsK I 1 Q& | RAFTFAOdzZ G G KAYy 3 F2NJ
What are your thoughts on that?

Howeverthey respond, rOSA @S GKSANI I yasSNAR 3INI OA2dzaf e o LiQa
FyagSNE o0dzi ( KYour ol isyozalse thekgGestibdg otaiive at a conclusion.
Thha Aa y2d F RSoLGS® 52y0i 80 Ad 06802Y8 2ySo

i P-Pstands foPlain andPrecious.

The phrasanaysound strange, but it is a wethown phrase from the Book of Mormon. Iatl
Nephi 13:26and 28§ it reads:

(Verse 26)And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews
unto the Gentiles, thou seest the formation of that great and abominable church, which is most
abominable above all other churches; for behold, they have taken awaytfremospel of the

Lamb many parts which apain and most preciousand also many covenants of the Lord have
they taken away(Verse 28)Wherefore, thou seest that after the book hath gone forth through
the hands of the great and abominable church, ttretre are manylain and precious things

taken away from the book, which is the book of the Lamb of God.

To paraphrase the passaghose who were sertut from the twelve apostlegnded up

establishing a corrupgd church, andt wascorruptbecause theyad no priesthood authority,
andsomanyi SI OKA Yy 3& | Yy R plazadiipiedioysShingsvete Kidgé&d o

removed fromi KS ao0221 2F GKS afeferérzet@@&Biie2 Ré GKAOK A&

Now, there are solidhistoricalreasons why we can haeenfidence that the Bible we have

today is a faithful, accurate copy of the Bible that was first penned. The science of textual

criticism bears that out, and if you want to delve more deeply into that, there are some

excellent resource&check out oulSugyested Reading & Online Resourcastion® .dzi 0K GQa
y20 6KIFIG ¢SQNB 3F2Ay3 G2 Grt1 lo2dzi KSNB®
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0KS RAf SYenty!) sétioéfaie the Bissiphagies.theiBdok of

Mormon is the restoration of thgospelthen what exactly wasissirg that got restored

throughit?

l 44dzYSR
aKIF G

Now,ii Q& 3ISYSNIffe
a2N¥Y2yAay (SI OKSa

aKI G
0KS

asktiSrg<Sthaty LI | A
G NI RA {Thigs liké

eternal progression, celestial marriagmptism for the deadnd other temple ritualsthe pre
existence, families are forevehe nature of the priesthood structuretc.

Yy FYR L

d OKdzZNDK 2

The problem is,ite Book of Mormon actually contains
little doctrine that is unique to MormonismThose S0 W.hy the absence of key Mormon
L = . ~ . - . N doctrine from the Book of Mormon? ~ <
R 2 Ou NJ\ y S a u K I u Y I 1_ S a 2 N\N 2 The Simple answer iS that Joseph \I\HZS O K dZI\
arebasicallyabsent from the Book of Mormon. Yetthe | 1 v i i K Q& véivkdoer el &
introduction page to the Book of Mormcsays that it years. The Book of Mormon was
02 y i I Afyinesgdidfabtheceverlasting gospél, | y | written when he was influenced
quotes Joseph Smith as sayiogK 1 KS 062 21 2 | mainly by Protestaim, and so it
the most correct of any book on earth, and the keystone| reflects (for the most part)is
our religion,and a man would getearer to God by abiding Understanding oProtestant theology
08 Ada LINBOSLIIa (vetthgse thiags I with afgw twists here and thereHis
that Mormonismnowid S OKSa | N8 ySOS %e;;artﬁg??:;:i;ﬁ%izga;eoggeeid 5 NB NJ
G2 D2RE |+ NB Sothedéoy af MﬁrN;.)Be\émsA eterr;al progression, celestial ,
to suffer from the same problem they say the Bible suffe marriage, etc., these all emerged
from. yearslateA y { YA G KQa
o R ] ] ] ’ _| after the Book of Mormon had been
{2 0KS [[dzSauA2ya uKdilémmaK S| published Mormonsmay excuse this DA 2 dza €
raises areWhat are these things that got restored? as progressive revelatiphut A AL"| Qa
Where can they be found in Mormon scripture? Why justad LUNEZ 3 Ndbiscantradistory.
R2y Qi @2dz FAYR (KSYhithyssaidkS . 221 2Ff azZNX2Yy

to contain the fullness of the gpel? These are commaoeense questions that a critically
thinking investigator should be asking. But again, ask tfempectfully with the understanding
that these areyourproblems, not theirs. All you want is their help in resolving these issues for

you.

L stands forLands.

Thatis, the Book of Mormorands. The Book of ddmon is primarily a story. dt
dominantnarrativespansabout a thousand yearfeginning wih a small Israelite group led by a

man named Lehi, who journey@NER2 Y WS NHza | £ SY

G2 U0KS

around 600 BC? Two different nationsgrew from this small partythe Nephites and the

Gt N2YA &SR

[

There are references to other histories and populations outside of this time frame (e.g., the even more
ancient Jaredites, written about in the Book of Ether). However, according to the Book of Mormon, these
grodzLJda KFR o6& FyR fINBHS RAAlLILISEFNBR FTNRY (G(KS flyR o0&
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Lamanites (one descended frdqmS K A Q &  shdN&pKi {iaBd2hdméher from his wickedson
Laman). The Nephitegew intoacivilized sophisticated, whe-skinnedrace;and the
Lamanitesvere primitive, hostile, anavicked,and sowere cursedoy Godwith a dark skin The
two nations were constanglatwar for centuries,until the resurrected Jesus made an
appearance and ushered in a time of peace. The peace wore out afterradexcenturies,
andeventually, the Lamanitesutterly destroyed the Nephites in a great battle, and the
Lamanites becamtie ancestors of the Native Americans of today.

5dNAy3 W2 &S LiKbelighy ] SO where desil K S @ [sduetdrn@ ito play?There
that the Native Americans were Aa I yhalSRYEAINI NIKe e Ay UGKS . 221 27
descendedromii K& & f 2 & i talks aboutseas and rivers and mountains agities,
Israel, andhat there was a white racel and gives some relative references to therfhe
that was obliterated by a darker race{ problem isthere is not a singlgeographicapoint
were not new ideasThese were mentioned in the Book of Mormo(with one
common folk tales anspeculation exceptiort®) that the LDS Churabificially identifieswith
among the settlers duringe 19 any geographical point in the Americas toddys
fﬁgstgrg'c;]:j‘;f? digtgr:gfmg:;‘z \f/;?]z actually theofficial positionof the LDS Church that they
do not know where the Book of Mormon lands are! The

FT2NXdA FGAy3 KA 4 wr DOVE T 4
reason for thisisthatk S N5 Q& wiiezeyduah O S
YIFTS GKS . 221 27F a2N)2y Qaactudlgédg@phy df the A& i2ad. NI LIK & £

The traditional view of the Book of Mormdras always been thdhe Lamanites expanded
across theentire breadth of thelargely unpopulatedmerican continentNorth and South.So
everyone from the Inuit of the far north to thdayan people of Mesoamerica, to thbes in
the far southof South Americgare said to belescendants of th&amanites.

The traditional view has come under considerable criticigmugh,among Mormon scholars
today. DN/Astudiesshowno relationbetween the indigenous peoples of the Americas and any
people group in the Near East, whdreS K A Q&erelsillppdEedo have come from.So nany
LDSscholarshave hado adopt aémodifiece view of the Book of Mormon, in whidtehi and his
familyarrived on a continent already populatedth other peoplesandtheir genes must have
beenabsorbed into the broader populaticend became undetectabl® modern scientists.

However thisis NOTconsistent withthe storyline of the Book of Mormon There is no mention

of other populations ceexistingwith the descendants of Nephi aihhman andactually

ddza3Saida GKS tl1yR 61 a SYLI 8 ReVertHal8sathadDNA 6 KSy [ SKAC
problem has become such an issue that the LDS Church recently had to modify one of the

opening statementdn the title page of theBook of Mormon.In years past, isaid that the

®TheseOl t f SR a1 Aff /dzZY2NrKé ySENItFIfY&a8NlIs bSg , 2N = A&
Mormon that has had any official backing of the Church. Itis said to b@abe where Joseph Smith

found the golden plates. The Book of Mormsays it is the site dhe final battle site between the

Lamanites and the Nephites, in which the Nephites were entirely defeated, in about 400 A.D.

' Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 1:8. TBeok of Mormon story does mention other peoples from the Middle
9 ait 200dzLleAy3 GKS ! YSNAOI&E AY RAFFSNBYG LISNA2RaE 27
continent previously, but according to the story, they nearly all died out by the ltieié arrived.
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A G S aprimmifaNB/ OBKSI 2ANBE ¢ 2F GKS | YRERROFWELYRARY EAD
-y OSai2NBé 2F GKS ' YSNAOIY LYRAlFyao®

Other theorieshave arisenthough none have beeexplicitlysupported by any official Church
statement.Probablythe most common one is thahe Book of Mormon story took place
somewherein Mesoamerica from southern Mexico through Central Americghe

sophisticated Mayan ruingre often presumed to behe ruins of the civilizetllephiteculture.

In fact, much of the popular Mormon artwork depicting Jesus among the Nephites shows Mayan
architecture in the backgroundThe Book of Mormothat waspublished in the 1970s

containedO2 f 2 NJ LIK2{G23INJF LKA 2F al&ly NIAYaAXsKAES (KSe@
NHUzA y a3 ¢ GKS AYLI A S Rhe ey s bapSpuldrthgpd MR IZ2 2y A &aa @2
2F a2N¥2y ¢2dz2NBé¢ (2 athagologicalisite$HodeverJthéseztinsidde al & | y

actually many centuries togecentto be Nephite ruing.

Another theory amongsomeMormonsis that the Book of Mormon took place in the area

around the North American Great Lakdsis is an attractive theory ®ome,since Joseph Smith

gra FNBY GKAA INBIFIZI IyR A0Qa 6KSNB KS OftFAYSR (:
Mormonwas written. (And criticspeculatethat if Joseph Smith were aking up the story, then

hewould likelyY I 1 S (i K &ettirg Soth@nbedethat was familiar to him.)

The only reason we bring this up isdemonstratethat there is no agreement in Mormonism
about the geography of the Book of Mormon. Some
traditionalists will hold to the whole continental idea; somsg
will hold to the Mesoamerican theory; some to the Grea ;

. be aware that there are bogus stories
Lakes theory, and there are a few othémating around out there, as wll. These include

Andstill2 G KSNE GAfE abes 628 REY Qg laiirluodaden) 408 v 2 i
AYLEZNULFYO Fyegleode tales of discovering the Ark of the

5 Covenant and Egyptian chariot whee
But even soa lot of folk talesurban legendd, Yy R & T | |AinitH€ Red SeaMany weltmeaning

LINEY2GAY 3 ai2NASa¢ KIF @S a lhistias hdat these gadand KS RS OI F
makeclairs of archaeological fingbackingup the Book of | repeatthemin the same way that
Mormonstory. b 2y S G KI G 65008 Sy oRaza/NENBRNRIWYFS S@FS NI
been traced to reliable sourcesybunless you happen to bl SUPPorting the Bookf Mormon.
well3SNESR Ay (KS F NDKFS2f 23 ezgjse g'f"’}' Ima‘é“g;?gg;@%ﬁ? O ax A
be hard to have a meanifig discission about these claims

. . ) archaeology, and damaging the
If your missionaries bring them up, acknowledge them, credibility of those who repeat these

While the Bible has an abundance of
archaeological evidence supporting if

maybe ask for references, but leave it alone after that stories. Soexercise caution when
] A bringing archaeology into your _ )
¢CKFEUQa ¢gKeé 3IS23INI LIKe Acceshibled [discysdvasé A a I YdzOK Y2 NB

challengel 2 GKS . 2271 2F amddd®of Ua T dZUKSYUAOAU®
f221Ay3 F{d &KI NJKing avihold driiner@sNE = & 2 dzQ NB

So how do you bring this up with the missionaries?

Perhaps the best place is to st&stoo look atthe geographical evidence for the Bible. We
know precisely where Jerusateis,Ashkelon, Ashdod, Eilat, Tyfeaegarea, Bethlehem,
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DamascusSamaria, andozens of other cities mentioned in the Bible.many cases, we can

even pinpointwith great confidence the exact locatiaf buildings andvenwellsmentioned in

the Bible.We know where the Sea of Galilee, the Dead Sea, the Red Sea, the Jordan River,

Mount Hermon, and many other geographical features aked these are backed up liye

huge scope of archaeology, histoandlinguistics, etcAnd ¥ & 2 dz &l 2 2 Morewmii ¢ | £ A G
aSS GKIGd GKS . A0fS Ifa2 RSaONAROSa LaN) St Qa LI I O
Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Greece, Rome, which are als@&wvesiin from sources outside the

Bible.

So he Bible fitgreciselythe geography it claims to come from. While the locationsarhe
smaller villages and featuresaynot yet be fully knownthere isabsolutelyno dispute about
0KS aoA3 LIAOGAINBE 2F gKSNB (KS . Ao6fS tFyRa | NBo®

If you, or someone you knowhas traveledn Israel, this is a grealace to open this discussion.

Have on hand a Bible with maps in the back. Most study Bibles have maps of Israel and the Near
East, the Mediterranean, even maps of the ancient city of Jerusalem. A lot of the cities
mentioned n the Bible have been continuously inhabited from ancient times toddy andin

many casebaveretained the biblical place names to this very d8gptheir locations: NSy Q (i
mysteries.

If you have your Book of Mormon with you, you can go to the Ipagess K SNB & 2 dzZQOR S E LIS O

GKS YIL@A (2 o0So L 2dz2Qf £ FAYR Y TEgnt@yMorméhg | 2 NJ |k y
KAaG2NB® . dzi @ Rlepictinghg Bdbk oF MoyfrRrgdogfabhy Y & £ SIA G A Y ¢
foryouto askisuchmapS EA A G XF YR AF y2(X 6K& R2y QG GKSeK
SometimesveQ f t thikBlike\d2 St s 66 6S5tAS0S8 (KSas GKAy3Ia 2V
After all, do you believe the Bibjesto SO dz&a S @2dz {y26 6KSNB WSNMHzIl f SY

LT GKIFGQa ¢ KSNB geegydtzNdight Saysmethifig liIEEA 36Qddasar 2AyY L2 NI |- v
that my faith is grounded irealworld facts. If I had no reason to believe the Bible was a true

A02NEXY L g2dz RyQi o0 $low, kedpaniming thaSthd ntaf be Widraigizda (2 Rl & ®¢
idel G2 @2dz2NJ YAaaAz2ylFINASas K2 KIFE@S 0SSy Gl daAkKia G
to be connected.In fact, kelieving something without the facts (ewendespite the facts)

LINEPPSa K2¢g A0GNRY3I YR GNBIFfé& GKSANI FIAGK Aaod

{2YS0OAYSa hindgs Bkegidz ocaSfer SIS Ay RESEMiE®igwa NI Of S &
archaeologicab @A RSy OS @f2duidseivi Iade Sidgeographical or archaeological

evidence forsaywS adza G dzNy Ay 3 (GKS gl SN Ayi(i2 6AgST y2N 4
for physicalevidence of @orgeWashington crossing the Delaware. Yet no one dispiizs

historical account. But wouldbe disputableif no one had any idea where or what the

Delaware River wasy whetherthere was a real person namézeorge Waslkigton. Thatis the

f S@St lldoking atg S QNB

While our faithinthe BiblR 2 S&y Qi NBf & $swlénkeNiBdesinake fith lnké a A O f
Biblerational. Think about #-if the Bible had the samgroblems that the Book of Mormon has,
GKSYy ¢S ¢g2dz RyQiu KI @S I yeé ARSdrthedIiraNBivasVS NHza | £ SY 2
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2§ g2dt RyQl 1y26 AT GKS aG2NB (G221 LEFOS Ay tlhf:¢
2§ ¢ 2 dzbwvR ghQautsidknowledge of a peopl@d N2 dzLJ Ol f t SR GWSgadé 2§ g
anyoutsideknowledgeof places, empires, and culturésA { S w2 YS¢ 2NJ a93eLJié¢ 2N
lye 2F GKSANI LIS2LI S 28 g2dA RyQld (y26 2F Lye I
GDNB S| éné2NREYRQil |y 2 ¢fthe Bilatzi prébl2ngan that deiel, | vould

not be a Biblebeliever today.

In 1 Corinthians 18-19, Paulargued K & G KS KA&AG2NAOFt NBIFIfAGE 2F W
absolutely essential to our faith. Afi RA RY Qi KI LISy > (GKSy diddzNJ FIF A GK
happen, and to prove it, he did not appeal to some kind of nebulous, blind faith or fairy tale

thinking. He appealed to something that would satisfy any historigltiple eyewitness

accounts of the resurrected Christ, from people who were alive at the time he wrote his letter

At some point in youdiscussion with the missionariesn a controversial topichey may

FLIISFE (2 GKSANI LISNEZ2Y | f X & LaABbidk of dbrrom éhat s,y S&a aé 2 1
A (ir@edbecause Gotbld themitwastrue. ¢ KA & A& ¢gKIF G GKS& OFff aoSIF NRYy
it usually signals the end of discussiononatopi@ R2Yy Qi LIJdza K2 dkAPSH Se2y R (KA.
accomplished your goal, whichsenplyii 2 NJ} A4S (GKS ljdzSailiAz2y o ¢CKIFGQa
YR AF (KS@& R2 é&tlisSanbyaiothd feadding &pefiehce Bnyéu.gives

you an opportunity to ask them more aboutahaltimportant Mormon experienceYou can

are GdKAy3a tA1ST aLy oKIFIG slea R2Sa GKS |1 2fe& DK:
O2y @Ay 0O0Sa @e2dz GKFd AGQa GKS 1 2té& DKXauwanii Sttt Ay3 ¢
to communicate your sincere desire to understandrteeperiencenotforce them to defend

GKSYaSt @Sasx | yR i KSNEB Qlayodchallengy tiemiwkhys@netbisyiike S S y GdKS
éOh, yeahWellhow do youknowA 1 Qa4 D2 R (60 KAAyaAAflie ag8dKeFT Ké?x NJ

~ A L oA = 4

RSGSOG2NRE Ay | KSINIoSHG®

i Estands forlEvidence.

That isevidenceahat Jesus ever visited the Americddormons often refer to John 10:16,

where Jesussay§,L Kl @S 20 KSNJ aKSSLJ GKIG FINB y20 2F (KAA
will listen to my voice. SothegeA f £ 06 S 2y S ¥ f TRdOdnEXtsRgfeStshatkhd LIK S NR ¢

& 2 G K S NJeduk iS talkidy aboatethe Gentiles But Mormons will say that th& 2 (i K S NJ

4 KS S LX arcibidpeopl& d the Americas.

In the Book ofThirdNephi(there are actuallyour books of Nephiwe read about Jesus coming

to America shortly after his resurrection. During his visit, which lasted an unspecified amount of

time, hetaught the people and organizete church by appointing apostles among theople

Manyof the S & deécdtingsn theBook of Mormorare alLJr § OKg2NJ] 2F WSadzaQ al e&a
sermonsirom the New Testame@t (1 K2 dz3K KS R2Sa alée ®2YS a2NRIAYI

" For instance, Jesssipposedlyclarifies that baptism is necessary for salvation, and baptism must be by full
immersiolE | YR 3283& 2y (2 O02YYlIyR (KIFI{ GKSNB 06S y2 aRAaLIMzil A2\
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After Jesus departed, there was peace between the Nephites and Lamanites for a couple
hundred years.Then corruptions creep into the churches, strife and wars begin, and after about
three hundred years, the Nephites are completely annihilated by the Laesan

Nevertheless, according to the Book of Mormon, Jesus established a thriving church in the
Americastaught his doctrine, and his teachings brought peace for two hundred years, during
which time his church flourished. So where is the evidence #stséver visited or his church
ever existedin pre-European America®ven if it fell into apostasy,ewvouldstill expect to see
something After allJesuspends three years in Palestine, and within a generation after his
death and resurrection, hisameK I R & (1 dzZN)y SR G KS 62 NI RwakzlJAA RS R2 gy ¢
carried across the known worldll throughout Europe, Mesopotamia, Arabia, and even as far
away as India and Ethiopi#n one generation! Even despite severe persecuitahyived, and

it found its way into art, literature, and architecturand strong traditions thatave endured
throughout the centurieso this day The visible imprint of early Christianity in the Old World is
obvious and unmistakable.

Yet when we compare this with themericas, weseenoneof this. Jesus supposedly came,
taught, was warmly received, and established a church that flourishemvohundred years
and yet today, not a shred of evidence remains of eithewtsit or the churd he established

Thered 'y | o6dzyRIFyOS 2F I NOKI S2f23A0Ff NBerlAya 27F
inspiring structuresstunning art, even some compelling literatute say nothing ofhe rich

cultural and oral traditionamong the indigenous tribes that endut@ this day. Yeinthem is

no mention of Jesus or his churchhings like thaR 2 yjuStivanishwithout a trace. Mormon

apologists, when faced with this, have little choice bugjtasp at straws by appealing

indigenous myths like Quetzalcoatl Klesoanericanserpent god.?)and suggest that these

might be theremnants of the story oWS & dza Q @A aA (i @ .dzi GKSasS OflAvya
scrutiny.

C2NIidzyl 6Stex S R2y Qi ySSR (2 RSt &@bBaedlogyin2z GKS LI |
orderto talk about thisissueWK I i ¢S y SSR {siccés@ratdeveh liy thd BookwWS a dza Q

2F az2N¥2yQa 26y I 002 dzy (i ® suppogedifelkapartlafferra sihgeNI RX WS & c
generation leaving only a corrupt shell of a church withaxghority. Similarly, in the New

World, hischurch fell apart aftea couple centuries. A minamprovement,maybe but still, the

end result wasvidespreadapostasy.In both the Old World and the New Worligsus failed to

establishguide and sustaian enduring priesthood that would carry itséito the future. Aud

inthe AmericasK A & OKdzZNOK ¢l a a2 AYySTFFSOUALOS (GKIG A0 RAR
American landscape or indigenous cultures.

While there are many Christians among thativeAmerican populations, those all are the
NBadzZ 0 2F GKSANI O2yial Ol 6AGK GKS / KNRAGALIYyAGE OF
to the Americas.

Interestingly,Y I y & 20f FINRSF AGOF A2y &a¢ G KI G wikPdtedzthat WedreR@nmAiathen$t 8¢ NBaSYo €
the Protestant churches of New England in the earf{) d&ntury, which further suggests that the Book of Mormon is
a 19" century work.
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{2 K2g R2 @&2dz oNRIOK U(GKAA gAGK GKEQYA KA DAYHNKSAL
difficult time processing what seems like the failure of the New World chuich & sariiek S

strugglel haveg A G K G KSAWILRBREGhERQ2 2N RO 2 Ke O2d#f RyQid W
togetherhereor thereK 2 Keg g2dZ R KS f faint youicarfalsd biing bipLtiie NI K ¢ Lo
jdzSatAazy 2F GKS S@OARSyOSY ahlile&z a2 AT WSadza Ol
church, and even if it failed after a couple hundred years, | still would think there should be

some evidence left behind thatithad®S NJ SEA & i SR ® L YSIYy> Ay GKS htF
remnants ofancientChristianity that can still be se¢a this day Doyou know ifwe have

anything like that in the Americ&s¢

Q& dzyt A1 Ste GKI G GKSgrywdButi KK DS |y 23 I1dIOKSBT ILE (& 3/NED
raising the questiofior them, notdemanding an answer.

{2 UKSNB &2dz KI @S A YKeeplirkngnd the chdisltedtitherfeTaflude! LILI St A ¢
G2 YSSG Iy K2ySad Ay@SaidAadalriz2Nna SELISOGFGA2yaY
Apostasy:2 & GKSNB | 02 Y LI S(d th&BodkfddNBonzl&MsWS & dza Q@ OK dzN
Pain &

Precious:Werelostthingsproperlyrestored bythe Book of Mormof
Lands:Does theBook of Mormorstory match the geography of the Americas
Evidence: Is there any thaJesusameto the Americasas the Book of Mormon clairds

Okay, now we turn our attention away from the Bookvdrmon and turn towardthe man
behindthe Book of Mormon, the founder and first prophet of the Mormon Church, Joseph
Smith. Theseissuesfvil 6 S 2 dzNJ at L9{ ¢ @

PIES

ﬁ P stanas folProphecies

Or more specifically, thiailed prophecies of Joseph Smith. S gA f f 221 G WwW2aSLK
record as a prophetDid his prophecies come true®/hile thisdoesrequire a little bit of

sleuthinginto Mormon scripturesand writing€ A (0 Q& |y , becdui® NdSdplySmith,.J2 A v

and his prophetic authority, are thgnchpinof Mormonism. If Joseph Smith is not a true

prophet, then the restoration that he claims to bring is null and void.

Deutaonomy 18gives us away ttestapropheE I YR A0 Q& LINBGGe F4NF AIKGTF:Z
anythinga prophetsayd y D 2 R €d&s ngtlcoms trugthen he is not a prophet sent by
God, and should not be heedeéven if half or even 99% of his sacalled prophecies come
true,itonlyi  { S& 2yS FIFAf SR LINRPLIKSOe G2 RAaldzZfAFE | ¢
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Likewise in Matthew 7:15, Jesus warns that false prophets and teachers would come and
deceive many. So the idea of false prophistsot something that should surprisgs. Andfalse
prophets wouldnot be effective unless they had at least soappearance of legitimacy

Joseph Smith made a lot of bold prophetic declarations in his lifefinTéere were some that
appeared to come true, but these can usually be attrdzlito selffulfilling prophecies (things
he made happen by his own wilt influence; or by makindproad, generaprophecies thatvere
practically guaranteed to find sontend offulfillment; or by making predidbns based on
evidence at hand. df examplehe prophesiedhat South Carolina would be the firstate to
secede from the unioand initiate the American Civil Wd#e got that right, but this hatdleen
widely speculatedn the mediafor years before Smith made this declaration.

SoOK A& dz@OS & & Fdzf ¢ LINPohIKSGa SciticallytiBkyh@idvestigdtbri O

But he also made a number of prophecies that failed to come tMermon apologistsoften
excuse these bgaying that the prophecies weraot really prophecies, or wenmeant to be
understood metaphorically, or that theyependeddzLJ2 Yy O2y RAGA2Yy & GKF G 6SNByYyC

CKAA Aa G@LAYRI & LINPY/LIKraniRiEnsalioat therretirrSof Jesus

Christ WhenJesudails to return as predictedhe stockrespor A &4 a2 Sff > (GKS LIS2LJ
Fl AGKTdzZ Sy 2 dz3 K YPoar 2nanhgementaniHeavéh sappaientpddeiaspite

these failures, people still followetiese prophetgfor example, Herbert Armstrorig the

1970s and 80sandmore recentlyHaroldCampin@ & H 1 M M ). LIOEBpR Sndtli iadsy

FY2y3 GK24aS 6K2 YIRS I LINBRA Ohirk, 2egus shoutidwve WS & dza Q |
returned by 1891"

One of the mosvisibleexamples of a failed prophecy is Hisclarationthat a temple would be

built on a specific plot of ground in Independence, Missou8 F 2 NB a G KA & 3ISYSNI A2y
away. The prophecy is recorded in the Doctrine & Covenants, section 84, vebsa¥dll, that

generation came and went, and no teraphas built.L (§ Q& SawkdarGbkdadsé this plot

of land isconspicuouly vacantin anarea filled with religious centers dedicated to various sects

of Mormonism.L G Q& |y ATES@Id X B RE laadySdy LI S pfthédarliesta 25y SR
and smallest breakawasecsof Mormonismé I LJi f @ Yy I YSRZI,¢B/YKHzZEOK 2 FE 0/ KNR
who havenever had the funds to build the temple, and despite offers, hafesedto sell the
property to any of the other Mormonseds ¢ K2Y (KSe& O2yaARSNI al LkRadalds

Somesourcedist the number oW2 & S LIK fa{le¥ prapleties into the dozenslereare a
few of the most commonlycited ones:

1 Joseph Smith prophesiaed April of 183&hat a man named David Patten would go on a
missionthe next year(Doctrine & Coveants 114:1).Mr. Patten died in October 1838.

®There is a fairly comprehensifeA a i 2F W24 SLIK {YAGKQ&A LINRBLKSOASa 2y 2
http://e n.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of prophecies of Joseph Smith
¥ History of the Churgh/ol. 2, pagd 82.
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1 Joseph Smith prophesied in May of 1843 that there would be an imminent catastrophic
collapse of the United States government if they failed to redress the wrongs inflicted
upon the Mormon people while theyere in Missouri. The United States never
redressed any of the wrongg. KS 32 @S NY Y Sy (i(SeeHisiy cfthe O2f f I LIAS ®
ChurchVol.5,p.394) S A&d&dzZSR | AAYAf NI ALINRLIKSGAO GKNE
Congress if they failed to grant Mormotie protectionthey sought It, too, did not
come to pass(SeeHistory of the Churghv/ol. 6, p. 116.)

1 Joseph Smith prophesieth apocalyptic catastrophe to fall on the United States
pestilence, famine, earthquake, etc. to destroy the wicked of thaegation. (See
History of the Churghvol. 1, p. 3186.)

If you arereally intoresearching Mormon Church history, the seven volumedistory of the
Churchare available as a PDF reproduction of the 1902 publication:

https://archive.org/details/HistoryOfTheChurchhcVolumesZoriginal1902EditionPdf

,2dz Oy Ftaz2 00Saa I {(Book2afMorinda,DodiriBe{andCpvidrianfsR I NR 2 2 |
Pearl of GreaPrice; and the King James B)haling in a searchable format:

http://scriptures.lds.org

hilteés a2 y26 GKFG 68Q@8 32068y + fAGGES 62338R
0§KS NBI f |jwids @elietied gtldréss tiigkndth the missionaries? If we comevith a
bulletlist of failed prophecied) K G4 Qa | [jdzA O]l 4+ & 27F atbegtiiAy3I R24Y

82d20ft O0SUPRNOFARKSER24S Adgdd 2 pBoAMIMSE a&SyY ©22

So instead of popping off a bunch of failed prophecies, you might start off by saying something
fA1SY my bAaakgroun@a abeliever in the Biblaakes me wary ainyone whaclaims

to beaprophet. Bcause Jesus warned us about fgisephets I YR ¢ SQNB (I dAKG G2
claims to the testAnd in the Old Testament, it says that even one wrong prophetic word would

disqualify someone as a prophet, so could you perhaps help me by sharing with me some of

W2 ASLIK { YAlKQZ sLINEKLIKRS N &Sy 2y RJKa & K ¢

If the missionaries are weithformed and prepared ey might give a few examples of
prophecies they believe afelfilled, or they might offer taaome back later with some
examples.If you ask for references, gives you an gportunity to look more closely at the
prophetic claims of Joseph Smith. Arkce the subject haalready come upyouhave a
legitimate reasorgently broach theproblems yowcome across

Butremember the key is to ask them tbelp you resolve your owgroblems and concerng\nd

remember, he LDS Church has had abodd years todprocess W2 &8 SLIK { YAGKQa FIF Af SR
prophecies, and sthere isanimpressive repertoire ofxplanationdor thesefailuresthat may

satisfy theaverage membewho needsto believein Joseph Smithbut probably nosatisfythe

thinking investigator Sothere is value in encouraging timeissionaries to engage their critical

thinkingby asking them to look at it from your perspective as an op@inded skeptic This is
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something moshavenever done before. When you encourage them to step into your shoes, it

may prompt them to ask questions they may not have thought to ask befordzi ¢ SQf t &l & A
FIAFAYXUGKSNBE Aa || FAYS tAYyS 06S0GsSSy 3Addwhif & o NARy3I;
the gauntlet of a fiery challenge. So exercisecautlorf (G KS& & dF NI G2 06S02YS RS

R2gyé R2Yy Q0O LIzNEdzS A G FdzNI KS N

fa

Ss@& | stanastor the Inspired Version.

Thatis,i KS &Ly aLA NSR + S BEodoshnyiohly @lfed thiékVve2 & S\LIK S{dY A (LK Q&
CNFyatlFiAz2yéd @mMAEWHICE F 200 RIKEANLIPIA2YyE 2N NEBJA &R 2
created over a severglear period of time.

If you think about it,timakes sense that prophetwould dothis. RRY G KS SIF NI & RIF&a 2
GHAG2NI GA2y e Y20SYSyids KS Ot AYSR GKland GKS . Aot S
mistranslated.So f this is the case, thek Uofdogical that a man with a special gift from God

would assume the almportant task of returning the Bible to itgiginal, untainted glory And

this iswhat Joseph Smitket out to dqg and according to Church records, this work was

completed®

So what did he change? Well, quitéesv things. Just about every book of the Bible had some
significant addition, changer subtraction. Andane of them areshockingand brazen For
example:

1 Heinserted an elaboratd¢ransparently setéervingprophecy about himself at the end

of Genesis.

He modified many portions of the Gospel of Matthew

He radically changeithe first chapter of the gospel of

John to strip Jesus of his oneness with God

1 He violated the serious warning at the end of the book
of Revelation(22:1819) by adding to that book.

1
1

Many people wonder if the

) . King James Version that is
A quick web search will reveal a number of sources where you published by the LDS ChurcH

can examine in greater detail the changes that Joseph Smith | has been altered in any way.
made? . dzi F2Nlidzyl St &% &2dz R2Y Qlibterich Mgotbeed 2Ny Ay I 1Y
these issues) SOl dza S 6 SQNB mard basfcad 2| chafgad] but thélLD$ Churc
problem, and it is thisdespite the fact that Joseph Smith has addedcthapter headings
completed this translationif is not part of their canon of and footnotes that put a
G{GFYRFNR 22NJ] &a¢ SEKRIDHChdcn NJ @stetyaiz NE 2 HSNdbia o ¢
doesnot use itmuch at all. many ofthe passages.

2% July 2, 1833History of the Church/ol. 1:368.
2! A sideby-side comparison of the entire Inspired Version and the King James Version can be found at:
http://www.centerplace.org/hs/iv2kjv/ iv2kjv0l.htm
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Their official Bible is still the KingWdes Versionwhich they maintain is corruptedsowhy

R28ayQi GKS [5{

founding prophet labored so long to complétey” R

/| K dzNJeK thedzirinanBiklS thedoheyhat thlirNS R
a2 NNB O ¢

+ SNEA 2y

The most common excugming arounds thatdit was never completed. ButJoseph Smith

himself declared thait wascompleted And not only that, its activelybeingpublished bya

different Mormon sectalled(i K Soménunity of Christ (This churchs the holder of the

copyright, so they are thenly ones who can legally publish it, and you can easily acquire a copy
of it from them or even from amazon.com!

But even if Joseph Smikal RFBDVLIE SGSR Al X
inherited the same priesthood authorityand pl§S G A O a1 Seaé¢x O2YLX SGS

GKSYy ¢6Ke

RARY Qi

z

Many speculate thabnereasonthe LDSChurch hasiot made more widespread use of the

Communifx of Christ

alye LIS2LX S R2y Qi
are actually a number of sects of
Mormonism besides the Church mos
people think of when they hear the
g2 NR d a ZINIC@nyhdnity of
Christis one of them. lvas originally
known aghe Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Lattelay Saints, or
RLDS, antheyare active across the
country to this day Their
headquarters is in Independence,
Missouri Theybegan asan anti
polygamy schism of Mormonism that
rejected the authority oBrigham
Young and refused to follow hirto
PaFKD 9YYE { YAGK?
widow, and first and only legal wife,
remained withthe RLDSect She
RSGSAGSR KSNJ Kdza q
even denied it in later years.

Inspired Version is that it is an embarrassmeilaseph
Smith was unschooled in biblical scholarshipd many

2T KAa

G 02 NNEB Geindngtrgtétéat. G 2

Mormon apologistdoday knowthat his Inspied Version
would not withstand the scrutinyf legitimate Bble

scholarship.

Butthe LDS Church has never gone on record to refute
his translationOn the contraryBruce R. McConkie, who
was one of the Twelve Apostlasd a longiime

champion of Mormon thodoxy, said dThe Joseph
Smith Translation, or Inspired Version, is a thousand
times over the best Bible now existing on eapth

KIdQa |
2

¢
R2y Qi

LINB G G &

AGNRPY3d SYR2NESY?

dza S OSNE YdzOKo®

When you bring this up with the missionasi you can

R2 a2 oeé

A1 8 Ay 3

a2YSUKAYy3 ftA1S=Z

| came across this Joseph Smith translation of the Bible,
and | find that interestingCan you tell maevhat you

knowl 6 2 dzii

AlKE

Once you let them tell you what #y knowyou can gentl press in with other questions, like:

al 2¢ Aa Al
James Bible instead of the JS&
g2dz Oy

AndifitRA R/ FAYAAKSRS

?2Bruce R. McConkie, Supplement, A Symposium on the New Testament, 1984

dz2 SR thofKE KE Yy R2 NF K¥ RR &BD dtheXing 2 NY 2y /|
G KSANI LINR YsaptBat the DFt & K/Q i

I & { beifigpGbhedséitar all yau €aggeta copy of it on Amazon.com
(KSY 6 K eonfpletéideyvm dzQ B dzd & 5§ HzS v

OB YiL¥ S&i SR
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that establishinga correct translation of the Word of Gedbuld be a pretty important task for a
prophet ofGod and that using this translation would be important for the church of God

PAFAYS AGQa dzyt A(1Ste GKIG GKS YAtheiphiigtoldth S& A f f
the questiorslinger in their own minds.

fa

@&y Estancs for théEverlasting Covenant.

If this is not a familiar term to you, you probably know it by its otheme: Celestial Marriage.

Doctine and Covenants section 132 containgevelation ofloseph Smith caitithead b S | Yy R

9 S NI I &0 A yTHis i$ ah ex8efrielyitpbrtant doctrineCelestial marriages central to

GKS atftty 2F {lf@FrGA2yé YR GKS 2yfteée gl& OGKFG Yl
{2XA0Q& | LINBidGe o6A3 RSIf®

The history of the sgalledd b S¢é YR 9@SNI FadAy3a /
NI 6§ KSNJ O2y @2t dziSR GAYSEAYSs az2 ¢
According to the chapter heading of D&€ction132, Smiths believed to haveeceived the

revelation around 1831. However, it was metordeduntil 1843 at which point it was revealed

2yfte G2 | KIFIyRTdzAZ 2F W2.3S6 eun whesShithivaskilleth2 a & G NHza G SF
1844, this revelation was stilby and largeunknown to the vast majority of the Mormon

faithful.

Keep in mindthis revelationvas the key to exaltatioand yet it washidden from the faithful
Why would a prophet of Godithhold key information that would be for theaternal

salvatior? It would beanother eight years beforthe LDS Church finaltgadeit known publicly
to the church and thathappenedin 1852. Andthen it wasstill another 24 years before it would
get published as part of their scripturashich finally happeneih 1876

So wha could possibly motivate Joseph Smithwithhold such important information from his

followers? WelldoyouNSYSYO0 SNJ 6 KI G / St SaGAFf al NNAI3IS dzaSR
polygamy. The original definition of Celestial Marriage wasral marriage. Doctrine &

CovenantSectioomo H f @& 2dzi W2aSLIK { YAGIKQA ANBOStIiA2yE
take pluralwives,but the eternalnecessityto take plural wiveslt was taught at the time that it

was theonly wayto the Celestial Kingun.

5dzNA y 3 W2 & S LIKthe{idéadofi golgmamytwaui Save\b¥eppallingto the Mormon
faithful. Yet whenSmith died in 1844, hisad more than 30 wivesSome of these wive®oseph
had married when they were as young as 14 years 8luine of hese wives were women who

BLF &2dz OLy KIYRES y20KSNI tAGGES KAAG2NROIE Gerads
prior to 1876 actually contained a strong statent denyingaccusations of polygamy, asdndemning
the practice. That portion obviously had to be removed before the Seation 132 could be included.
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had living husbands meaning he cappted the wives of other menSo clearly Joseph Smith
knew that this would not sit well withis followers It certainly dichot sit well with his legal
wife, Emma. In fact, part of D&C 132 tains a threatening admonition to Emma to accept the

gA@dSa W2aSLIK KFR IfNBIFRe {(Anjtienfaile NbphecySshe 2 dzf R

never approved of his polygamy, and yet she outlived her husband to a ripe old age.)

{2X0l O1 G2 anKVBhy Wdsitl Josefjhdz@ith tide aniaiportant doctrine from his
church? There are two possible answers.

1. The revelation reallyvasof God (or at least hsincerelybelieved it was), and he was too
cowardlyto reveal this difficult doctrine to thehurch knowing how they would reactThere

was nothing in thevordingthat instructed Joseph thidethis revelation. The fact that it was
GySg IyYyR S@OSNIIFadAy3a¢e adzaasailavelsdd; Godis quotedl a
a &l geApid® nadthat covenant, then are ye damned; for no one can reject this
020Sytyld IyR 658 LISNYAZA 8Sffisiaga ré&advEandrtiey G 2 Y @
Joseph Smith jeopardized the eternal welfare of his erilirek by keeping it under wragh

2. Or, the revelation wasiothing but a concocted excus$er Joseph Smit @rolific marital
infidelity.

Remember that bit about Smith originally receiving the revelation as early as 183itibn
M 0 Hclihpterheadnga | @ & & S @A RS ytQ&eph $nitth KdéwinlSottié revielitionas
earlyas1831{ 2 ¢ KI i Aa (GKA&A GSOHARSYOS¢K

Well, there issomethingthat did happen in 1831W2 & Swif Bréma, caugttimin the barn
having sexvith a young maiden who was living with the family at tiee. As you can imagine,
Emma was furious, and it caused quite a scandal among the follawtrs time San
retrospect,the only way that there could have beemylegitimacy to this affair is if, somehow,

0SS ¢

Ay idSy

3t 2 NE

Joseph Smith had received the revelatioiK & FF NJ 61 O1 X (Kdza 3IAGAY3I D2RC

relationship.

¢CKA&E A& | RFEYYAY3I LASOS 2F W2aSLK {YAGKQa KA&ad2!
past few decades] KS OKdzZNOK @2 NJ SR T dzNR 2 dzarid theyivere 02 @S NJ dzLJ

reasonably successful. For a couple generatimust Mormons had little awarenesd{ YA (i K Q&

polygamy or they assumed that it was anrtlormon propaganda designed to make Smith look
bad Only the older generatiaof Mormons who werewnell-versed industyannals of Mormon
historyknew aboutit. And they mostly kept quiet about itSoevenas recently aa fewyears
ago, if you had told the missionaries that Joseph Smith was a polygamist, theypraiddbly
believe you wergepeatingfalseinformation fromd I ya 2 NJY Bolrces.

But today that is changing. &ause of increased pressure for transparency, the LDS Church has
released a number of online essays that deal with some of the thornier aspects of LDS Church

59/ MOHYN® YR 2dzaid Ay OFas$S &2dzQNB Nuzade 2y @&
pldzNJ € = & Ay>X aGeéz2dz | £ ¢ {2 GKS NB@gStlGAzy 02d
everyone.
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history, including J& LIK { Y A (i K (8ee biBhiggestédReadling and Online Resources
for the links to these essays.) Todaynymore peopleknowabout this awkward chapter in
W2 & SLIK {.YAAdil kasaaK [ f{ASTYS Y | vy testimahibEYcaugiagples thathave

sent many people on journeys out of the Mormon Church.

G! KIF H¢ @ 2 dz YA 3K (roudafgetip&oply dutiofyVdramonism Pyf§ig up

problemsg .dzi 6S OF NBTFdzZ @ wSYSYo SN sour€kdfthéde y a2 Rdzft S
information is asmportant as the information itself? If this information had come from you, a

YSNE Ga3ISydaAatSé Ay@SadhadkbedradibiedTheSeadoyifhashdl G A 2y & 2 c
anyimpactis because itame fromérustworthy¢ sources

Even so, the Church hatyldde much to advertise this informatipso there are many

YSYOSNE 6K2 KI @Sy Qi So&werf yod thrdsytidetMSriRon webbIBsina

GKSANI FFOSa yR al ez a{ S SlkelyhavetiozName gffigct dd K dzZNOK | RY )
themasd I ya@MNX 2y I GG O & d¢

Regardless of how mucyour missionarie} y 24 2NJ R2y Qi {1y2¢ | ast#ldzi { YAUGK
a touchy subijectlf you use this as a battering ram, you will be punching them in what is likely a

a2NB alkRid FfNBSIRed {2 R2y Qi R2

So why do we even bring all this up? Well, fordné, Q& (2 3IA SSt adddrakhyg 2 YS O2 vy i
to encourage you to haveompassiorfor the struggle that many Mormons are now facing.

N>

Butthe realchallenge we want tpresentis that Joseph Smith ceived an important revelation
about eternal progression, and then hid it from the faithful for the rest of his life. Regardless of
GKI G GKFG NBG@StF A2y OaagainstatyuSprophetibkGodi Q& | a4 SNR 2 dz

L 2dz YAIKO al @ 052 AHRUKAWR2IKENS Y daSladAzy KSNB O LQG:
{YAGKQAE NB@GStliA2yazr FyR GKSNBQa 2t Rsahoyfit 1 KS 52 Of
Celestial Marriage(Rememberhttp://scriptures.lds.org make all Mormon scriptures available

to anyone who wants to investigatehhe sources | was looking at said that Joseph Smith never

revealed that to the church at large during his lifetime, even though he supposedly knew about
itforanumberofyearss 2 &2dz 1y26 AT GKIFGQ& G NUzSK . SOl dza S
KS ¢62df R KARS &2YSGKAYy3a ONARGAOLFE F2NI SEIFfidFdAazy
If the question gains any tractiotheir investigation will lead them directly this information.

. 2dz R2y Qi S@Sy KI®S (2 ONAy3I dzlJ LRfe&3l yvye

£71. Sstands for theSUCCESSOTS.
Thatis, the successors to Joseph Smith. As of this writing, there havelieen
successors to Joseph Smith, for a total of 16 presidents throughout its history.

The president of the LDS Churcbaledr &G LINBLIKSGzX aSSNE |yR NB@St | 42N
(i.e., priesthood authority) were given to Joseph Smith, and those keystham@assed on to
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his successors, so there would be an unbroken chain of prapgeidanceand priesthood

authority in the church.

If you recall in the first missiohi®  f Sa a2y > (KSe& NPRLIIKSSH déo 2 deik S [ GA[ AAD/A
Prophet is unique in all the earth. He is the only man ighauthorized to speak for God, to

lead and gide the One True Church. No one else has this authority at any given kHees the

authorized successor to Josephith,and has access to the same authosdtyd powerghat

Joseph Smith had. ThiingProphethas atwo appointed counseloréand thethree men

623SGKSNI I NE OF fahdoRlowthiedd &evelMdEeaiderBnRing@en &nown as

0§KS avdzz Ndzy 27F & Rebw themafe @Serdl ladgedbbdieSwiho serve as

regional authorities across the nation and around the world.ofthese higlestranking bodies

FNBE O2ftfSOGAGSt e V.2 ¢ ghdriauthoriyR@ngsiNdctly fromdlzéd K 2 NRA G A S &
Living Prophet, with whom the buck officially stops.

LGQa KI-éwdRhagiza ho# BigaNiktie Rophet is in MormonismTo aitside observers,

the awe and reverence they hold for the mbarders on worship. They sing songs of praise to
KAYXaz2yw2asS ¢AK|FS/ 1 ¢KSS hl WRRAC2NI 2 gt yiRR S3Kk SWMEBALIKSS (€2

i KS aThesdare songs that Mormons have sungagrchildhood.Now, nost Mormons

woulddeny(l KI & G KSe@& RapleiNfuthachdimandiaSegree dionor and respect

GKFG R2Say Qi KIF@S | WdzOK 0SGGOSNI GSNY (2 RSAONAOGS

BecauséMormonism keeps very good recordge have an opportunity to examirgosely what
a2N¥Y2yAayYQa sthavesaiy tHroughed hidko§ Gntiday. If thelivingProphet is

indeed the successor to Joseph Smith, then we would expect the same kind of prophetic

OKFNR&AYLF |yR daaal 1 tifShe livingProghet stiavs Svidénce{oibiitgK K I R @
prophet, seer, and revelatorthen it not only speaks fdmislegitimacy0 dzi F2 NJ W2 A SLIK { YA I
aswelk aAyO0S (KS OdNNByid LINRLKSG A& GKS al dziK2NRAT S

Sothe natural questions areyhat arethef A @A y 3 ptaphiBcielkaBdipfedictions? What
has the seer seen? What revelations has the revelator shaithdhe people? What are the
teachings that this alimportant mouthpiece of God has given in order to keep the One True
Church on the pathfdaithfulness and away from apostasy?

Youcanask the missionarie® bring a DVD of therBphet giving an address, aratch a
conference addressnline® And as you watch these talks, ask yourself the question: what
makes this man so special? Whatéssaying that is so powerful apdophetic?

Chances are, you will not see mublat inspires a 2 & U & 2 dzi &ha tRISfied the Livikg/ R
Prophet and other authoritie$o beA y & Asédfiniedalstories, seltrighteousadmonitions to
be faithful, getle assurances, delivered alilting tone of quiet reverence.

But remember, your missionariggobablyhavegenuinelywarm, loving feelings toward the
Prophet, so thisis NOTtlieA YS (2 al & aL R2y QG 3ISG AdGz AdQa 2dz

%5 www.lds.org/generatconference
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about a bunch ofelfNRA 3 K (i S 2 dzBut€ill, welarktd geity encouragehe
missionaries to begiseeingthe Living Prophetthrough your eyes

So dter you have listeneda a short talk or twoask them about their own reaction to what was

said. What did they learn? What did they feel? What did they get out @gktit®hich point you

can also share your own reactioRerhaps 2 dz RA Ry Qi OF G OK | WM& ROEY A yLI NI
whatwas said. Maybe they could help you discern what was so special? Or perhaps find an

SEFYLX S 2F | WNBIFItfQ LINRPLKSGAO YSaal 38K

The pointisnottaNHzd G KSA NI FI O0S&a Ay GKS 1 01 2F aaaiitSé
themonawildgg 8 S OKIF &S (G2 FAYR Y2NB O02YLISttAy3d SEIl YLI
do is plant the idea that perhaps the wtheya SS  ( KS LINE LJfoBseehina Ifteesi G KS &I &
Oy o0S3Aay G2 41 00K (KSa$S (lwbddanonhyoRnoh RRNBE & aSa
investigatord A S ¢ (i K A & Ksufficieftto dget thelcr@icalahBhking wheels turning.

{2 GKSNBQa G(GKS &aBBE2YR LASOS 2F (KS LIASX

Prophecies:Does Joseph Smith pass the test of a prophet?

Inspired VersionWhydoes/ @& Mormon Church usit instead of the King Jam@s
BEverlasting CovenantwWhy did Smith hide such an important revelat@imout eternal lif&®
SiccessorsDo modern prophets have the same prophetic gift of Joseph Smith?

One final word. Whena Mormondoes finallycome face tdace with troubling dilemmas in

their belief system, it ialmost always a painful, and evearrifying experience.These issues

are not to be handled lightlyT'his is why your attitude is so critical when you bring these things

up. If you do not entemito these conversations with genuine humility, love, and compassion,

thent seriously R2y Qi Sy GSNJ AyiG2 GKSasS O2y@SNaFdGA2ya |G |

And if, when you broach some of these topics, you encounter flashes of anger and

defensiveness from them (and you mightpy QG G F 1S A G LISNE2YI ff & d ¢ KSA
are welthoned. But that is yousignal toback off And lest you think that this @bout being

Gaz¥dé 2y notKIB Q8 NHzd B dzA G Q& G Sy R Afgsiringtikis$, soNHatf G A 2 y & KA L
when youtalk about thereally importantthings, they will be more likely to hear what you have

to say.

lyR aLSF{Ay3 2F AYLERNIFYyd GKAy3IEX
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5. STEPPING UP
O THE PLATE

b 2 ¢ ybuit@rito be the missionaryNowwe are lookindor opportunitiesto share our own

experience of finding and following Jesus Christ, taridvitethemto6 S G KS Ay @Sad A3l G2
what that really means2 S @&l yau do this in a way that will beatural, but with a little

G G 6 S I tp ikcyedsé clarity and avoid minderstandings.

If you have stuck withusthi FIF NE &2 dzQNB LINRPOI 6f & daspiietha y3  aSy.
frequent nods to Jesls  Aréaly €eiiteredon him. Their meetings, their published journals,
andtheir conferences contain referencestion here and there,buy2 dz R2y QG 384G | aSya

passionate and intimate love foim, and a singleninded desire to follovihim and glorifyhim.

a2N¥2ya FNBldSydte GStt dza G Reyimightigedanely G € | | dzi
: X

(o]
believe this, bumostR2 y Qi Kl @S | 02y Ofenfired2shll abokit f S ESOF I W
not unusual for a Mormomvho visis adesuscentered churchto saythat we havean
unhealthy obsession with Jesasd the Cross

&» N

You mayoccasionally run into indivigl Mormons whalo exhibita realinterest and fascination

with the person of Jesus Christhichsets them apart from most of their fellow Mormon8ut

this isthe exception, not the ruleQur prayerfor the missionariess that God woulcdwakenan

interest in Jesuthat can grow intaan authentic, lifechangingelationship withhim. That they
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on them. That they discover that Jesus meant what he said ttha 11:28H ¢ Come o me,

all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn

from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
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TIP #1: Keep your church out of the spotlight. the video module, we refer tihe word

GRA&SAG 0f A avkidh3sya tahciNdiord yhkadingépporing the separation of church

and state¢ WS QNEB vy 2 (political §tateyhéntwieQ NB  lyaii o deparhtethe church

fromyourstory 12 GRA&SAGI 0f A a KByndwiyodamBbablyOy8esditteNI a G+ 3 S
NEBIFazy gKeod LiQa bh¢ 06SOIdzaS .LKSNS Gehed 12650 KA y 3
Mormon mindset The @urchiscentral todd K SA NJ & (i S & {1/Q¥% 2 K& NRongeR@I 1 KSY (2
of authentic spiritual lifeapart fromit. 2 KSy @2dz GRA&Sa0Fo6f AadKE & 2dzNJ OKec
understandthat@ 2 dzZQNBK y 2 i |0 NBIAyS 2idBusiy® QAKX [© £

Missionary 911 MANUAL -59-



